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Dive the lightest regulator in the world! 


Mk20 UitraLight, a heavyweight performer witha featherweight body, 
sets the industry standard in high tech design. 

Weighing 50% lesg than the classic Mk20, 

the UltraLight is the ultimate travelling companion. 


PHOTO: © DAVID DOUBILET 





an anti-set poppet to prevent air 


leaks and keep the second stage 
in tune at all times. 

The new G500 is destined to be 
the choice of diving professionals 
worldwide. 


PPB - Peak Performance 
Balancing System 


The G500 includes a diver 
adjustable VIVA assist, providing 
individualized adjustability 

for maximum performance 

in extreme conditions. 


The G500 is the smallest, 
lightest second stage SCUBAPRO 
has ever produced, yet provides 





all of the performance you expect 
from SCUBAPRO. 

It is 15 % smaller than the G250 
and includes “soft touch” controls 
for effortless tuning even with 
gloved hands. 


Lightweight Design 





Deep Houmn, You Want the est. 


SCUBAPRO 


For a preview of our complete line of SCUBAPRO diving equipment, new interactive CD-rom, and the location of a dive center 
near you please visit our website at http://www.jwa.com or call 1-800-GO SCUBA. In Canada, 905-634-0023. 
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THE NEW JEEP CHEROKEE 


Aspirin, toothpaste, sandwich bags. When 
you're at the local supermarket, it might not matter 
whether or not you buy name-brand or generic 
items. But when you’re on a trek through Alaska, 
you can bet you are going to need the one name 


that stands above all others. Jeep. 
Introducing the new 1997 Jeep Cherokee. With 


over 40 advancements, including an all-new 
interior and a seven-function overhead console,* 
Cherokee has been redesigned to take you further 
than ever before. All of which has led Jeep 
Cherokee to be named Four Wheeler magazine’s 


“Optional. Always use seat belts. Remember, the backseat is the safest place for children. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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For more information about the new Jeep 
Cherokee, call us at 1-800-925-JEEP or visit our 
Web site at http://www.jeepunpaved.com 


“Four Wheeler of the Year.” And, despite its 
recognition and many improvements, Cherokee 


still boasts a very affordable price tag. 
So when the time comes for you to choose a 


4x4, don’t settle for anything less than the original Jeep 
— Jeep. Otherwise, you might want to get some of ° 
that name-brand aspirin. T BLE RE*S CONE AGENE 











CONTENTS 


Volume Forty-six «© Number Eight 


COVER STORIES: 
ammerheads off Coco Islan 14 ADVENTURE HOTSPOTS 


Pct TT. UE tn Ul a en ee he x i fi bh ' 
i Fd - fro Sok dew f i i j rey Fd i \, | { J 
PAPERS E PARNE f AVI wb A } 

Seimei : | a, at a At % bn“ i ¥ th Ed 


10 Dive Inn with Scuba Club, Cozumel/Bill Gleason 
12 St. Vincent and the Grenadines: Stroll Along 
a Caramel Colored Beach and Enter a Diver’s 
State of Bliss/Bill Harrigan 
22 Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn: Bonaire’s Intimate 
Seaside Resort/Bonnie |. Cardone 
28 Lighthouse Reef: A Pristine Wilderness, 
Jam-packed with Spectacular Diving/Rick Frehsee 
66 Venezuela’s Los Roques: Caribbean 
Diving’s Final Frontier/Walt Stearns 
72. The Montana: Bermuda’s Confederate 
Blockade Runner/Walt Steams 


3 2 116 Turks & Caicos: A Paradise Reserved 
for Divers/Bill Harrigan 








Oceanic 134 Fantasy Island: Roatan’s Luxurious Bi-coastal 
Data Tr ans Plus Dive Resort/Rick Frehsee 
does it all 


142 Curacao’s Top Quality Combo: Princess Divers, 
Princess Beach/Walt Steams 


oe ae 


f\ tf 


— 


a ee te 
Le thy 
ALN, 
ge 
i} 


id - 
Li f tg 
SAL 


m~ 11 
po “wy 


A 3 
< 


t 


r 
hoe | f 

BU eee Se hr 7 t | | iy 

bat ¥ bof ANA NE NLU Lot ¥ 


40 Exploring the Fantastic Maldives Aboard 
Manthiri and Madivaru 7/Al Homsby 


50 Okeanos Aggressor: Visiting the Big Boys 
of Coco Island in Style/Stan Waterman 

94 Ten Reasons to Dive Coco Island: Costa 
Rica's Untamed Wilderness/Jim Walker 


aid 4 aa ee r~, ‘JER Lo 
aoa r JEVEENGL 3 
we BEE le Ble EOF OEE ae 


104 Dive Taveuni: Fiji's Answer to the Exotic 
and Sublime//ack and Sue Drafahl 

106 The Solomons: Islands Lost 
in Time/Astrid Witte and Casey Mahaney 


Bed & breakfast diving with EASE : 32 


About the cover: A diver exploring the crystal blue water surrounding the Solomon Islands comes across two Orange-Fin Anemonefish (Amphiprion 
chrysopterus) nestled in the safety of their host anemone. The Solomons, off New Guinea in the South Pacific, is one of the alluring, adventure hotspots 


covered in this issue. From the Pacific to the Caribbean to live-aboard excursions off Costa Rica and in the Maldives, discover the dive vacation you've 
always dreamed about and make it a reality. Photo/Astrid Witte and Casey Mahaney. 


6 SKIN DIVER AUGUST 1997 


























79 


Accessories 
galore in the 
Snorkeling 
Tourbook 


DIVE FEATURES J 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


38 Saving Your Flooded Nikonos V/Bob Warkentin 

68 SDM’s U/W Video Course/Jim Church 

78 Sea & Sea’s MX-10 with Close-Up Lens/). and S. Drafahl 
136 Aquatica N90/Geri Murphy Lae 
DIVE EQUIPMENT 5 Ces man Ae 


eS 
aire hs 








owe 
—_— 


24 Scuba Accessories/Ty Sawyer D> Se. ee nog I SPE TS 

32 Oceanic’s DataTrans Plus/Jim Walker { 0 ‘} 

53 Quicksilver Inflatables/Stephen Frink Discover 
another world in the 








DIVE TRAINING 6 Sper a Solomon Islands 
14 Launching a Career in Diving/Bill Harrigan aiche& 
>) exe Ro 
74 Ocean Divers/Stephen Frink 1 Wil P } 38 





76 Divers Unlimited Gold Program/Walt Stearns 
132 EASE into a Diving Career/Walt Stearns 
138 SSI’s Enriched Air Nitrox Course/ly Sawyer 


SNORKELING TOURBOOK 


79 Accessories and Dangerous Marine Life 


SEA TOPICS 


16 PADI Advanced Open Water Video/Ty Sawyer 


18 Ocean Fest Hosts Largest U/W Cleanup 
of All Time/Bil! Gleason 


COLUMNS 


8 Editorial 
30 Diver’s Calendar 
52 Technifacts 2 “ 
90 Advanced Diving ee 
158 | Learned About Diving From That... 





Diving on 
nitrox with SSI 













Wee 


DEPARTMENTS = 
92 Infonet a = | “ 4 oat a 
140 Internet Listing 5 3 ae as 

145 Overseas Directory Fun in the sun with 
156 Advertiser Directory Quicksilver Inflatables 





©Copyright 1997 by PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY, L.L.C. All rights reserved. SKIN DIVER AUGUST 1997 7 
PRINTED IN THE USA 








E D I 


TORIAL 


PROJECT DIVE EXPLORATION 


here’s some new and very inter- 
esting developments in the area 
of diving safety and medicine; this 
month’s editorial will be dedicated to 
sharing these developments with 
you. But first, a little background in- 
formation that will help you under- 
stand why these developments are 
needed. 
Historically, the diving world has 
relied heavily on other institutions 
(particularly the U.S. Navy and other navies around the world) 
to undertake huge, very costly studies that supply us with the 
basic medical information and guidelines we need to dive safe- 
ly. First and foremost in the history of diving was the develop- 
ment of the U.S. Navy’s famous dive tables, on which several 
generations of divers relied to dive safely. These tables also 
provided basic research into hyperbaric medicine and laid the 
cornerstone for much of diving medicine, or hyperbaric 
medicine, as we know it today. 

In a perfect world, such peacetime applications of naval re- 
search would continue and divers would continue to enjoy the 
benefits. However, as everyone knows, it is not a perfect world 
and, sorry to say, that kind of research (into new tables and ex- 

, Ploring new frontiers of diving activity) will not be forthcoming in 
the near future. The navy, it turns out, has done just as much 
cost cutting and downsizing as any other large business; hy- 
perbaric medical research, which would have been valuable to 
recreational divers, is no longer part of its agenda. Ditto with 
other large non-profit organizations that might have been inter- 
ested in picking up the slack. About the only people who might 
be willing to do diving research, it now turns out, are divers! 
And, even as an industry, we don’t have the money to fund the 
projects necessary to research better ways to dive. 

Part of the reason research is not high on anyone’s agenda is 
that not many people are getting bent. Indeed, there were less 
than 1,000 cases last year. Nearly all of these victims of decom- 
pression illness (DCI) were able, with the help of trained cham- 
ber staffs, to make a full recovery. Since divers in the U.S. make 
a minimum of 10 million dives a year (and that is a very conser- 
vative estimate), getting hit by lightning is more common than 
getting bent! Some feel we can’t completely eliminate the 
bends without eliminating diving and they may be right. How- 
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ever, even though the numbers of bends and arterial gas em- 
bolism cases are very small, we should still be trying to make 
diving even safer than it already is. 

In any case, ongoing research into better and more enjoy- 
able diving should not be sacrificed just because large institu- 
tions have lost the funding to do the job for us. And, it turns out, 
the answer to this dilemma may be no farther away than your 
personal dive computer! Dive computers, which have become 
commonplace over the last ten years, are increasingly able to 
store all of the data about every dive made: time and date of 
dive, descent rate, ascent rate and bottom time. This is just the 
type of data the navy used to collect on its divers (who do not 
resemble recreational divers at all). lf we can find some way to 
get the information out of the individual dive computers and into 
the experts’ hands, the data will tell us some truly amazing 
things about the way we actually dive. (The way we actually 
dive is quite different from the way we say we dive). Important 
information on safety and future dive enjoyment may be 
gleaned from such data. 

For the next year, Project Dive Exploration will begin to col- 
lect electronic dive computer data from recreational divers and 
instructors all around the world. During this same time, scien- 


tists and researchers will be poring over the data to pinpoint ex- 


actly what recommendations they can offer for safer and more 
enjoyable diving. This could be very good news for all ocean ex- 
plorers and a boon to diving safety. ; 

This project can only be accomplished through a combined 
industry coalition of equipment manufacturers, dive retailers, 
resorts, live-aboards and certification agencies. It is, indeed, re- 
freshing to see just how many companies are willing to use their 
resources to help us all understand more about diving medicine 
and about the way divers actually dive. 

Project Dive Exploration is being coordinated by the Divers 
Alert Network (DAN). It also has the full support of SKIN DIVER 
and you may look forward to frequent updates in coming issues 
as well as notification of opportunities for you to participate. The 
success of the project will hinge on your personal cooperation 
and help as we transfer the data from your dive computer to a 
mainframe. 

So for now, please keep logging those dives electronically 
and we'll get around to asking you to share that information 
with us in the near future. It will be a valuable contribution to fu- 
ture and present generations of divers. = 






BILL GLEASON 
PUBLISHER & EDITOR 
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il Bermuda's most up to date 

wom PADI 5-star dive center. 
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ond specialty courses. See Web site. 
www. bermuda.com/Scubo, 


Phone: [441] 236-6339 
Fox: {441} 236- 
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above water, or below? 


4-day/3-night air-inclusive package. 
Call your travel agent or 1-800-821-1199 today. 
Ask your favourite dive operator for scuba details. 


Blue Full-service scubo 
vers facility, PADI, NAUI, SSt 
certification/referrals. Introductory 
lessons. Wreck, reef dives. Equipment 
Sales, service. Camera rentals. 
Phone: [441] 234-1034 

Fox: (441) 234-356} 








Scubalhy At Sonesto Beach Resort. 
Three dive boats. Resort 
courses, certification, Two tank wreck 


and reef dives daily. Night dives. 
Parasailing, snorkeling. 


Phone: [441] 238-1833 
Fax: 44 6- 54 
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| 2 hours from the East Coast 


Fn as little as 2 hours, you 
could be floating among 
emeralds in turquoise wafer. 
Owimming with 650 species 
of fish, including mermatds 

on the bows of ships. Gazing 
at coral reefs 40 feet 
down, before you even dive. 
Call your travel agent or 
1-800-827-1199. After all, 
how many underwater 


treasures are this easy to find? 
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Cozumel 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 


ust a ten minute 
walk from the 
small town of San 

Miguel, on the is- 

land of Cozumel, 
will bring you to the 
best dive resort in all of Mexico. It’s 
called Scuba Club Cozumel and it sets a 
standard of excellence matched by only 
a few dive resorts in the world. It’s nes- 
tled behind wrought iron gates. To the 
casual passerby, it might appear to be a 
private residence, because 
it fits into the laidback, 
serene surroundings of Co- 
zumel So well. 

Scuba Club is a resort for 
divers who want comfort- 
able rooms, good food and 
a dive operation offering 
excellent diving—all deliv- 
ered without much fanfare. 
Every day, Scuba Club 
continues to serve the 
finest diving you can find in 
Cozumel. Its repeat busi- 
ness is among the highest 
of all dive resorts in the 
world; it seems that once 
divers find this spot, they 
are reluctant to even try 
other ones! 

Until recently, Scuba 
Club Cozumel was known 
as the Galapago Inn. Now 
under the ownership and 
management of a brand 
new company, the name 
was Changed to reflect the 
improvements made to the 
property. They are exten- 
sive but most suit the resort 
so well that only veteran re- 
peat visitors will Know how 
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dramatic they are—until you get to the 
dive operation! Scuba-Cozumel has 
added two new, large monohulls to its 
existing fleet. The two state of the art 
catamarans are still the backbone of the 
diving fleet (which includes some seven 
vessels in all) but previous guests indi- 
cated they would like the option of diving 
from monohulls as well. And when 
guests speak at Scuba-Cozumel, the 
management not only listens but usually 
does something about it! In this case, it 
was the acquisition and outfitting of the 
two new boats. With four large, comfort- 
able vessels, Scuba-Cozumel can now 
deliver guests to the island's finest diving 
in record time and comfort. The remain- 
ing three vessels are still in service for 
small groups or by special request. 


S.cUsA 


ADIVEKASHOP 


COZUMEL 
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Above: The Scuba-Cozumel staff. The 
backbone of Scuba-Cozumel’s dive fleet is 
its two, state of the art catamarans, one of 
which is shown below. There are seven 
vessels in all, including two new monohulls. 





Behind the scenes at the dive opera- 
tion, compressors have been added and 
Capacity (never a problem) increased. 
This style of “fixing things before they 
break” is certainly not typical of the land 
just to the south of the U.S. border but it 
isa trademark style of operation for 
Scuba Club Cozumel. Veteran man- 
agers Tim and Patti Massimino continue 
to oversee all operations at the club, and 
report being delighted with the new 
boats and improvements at SCC! 

For visiting divers, this resort works 
better than a Swiss watch. All visitors 
are usually on a weekly package, which 
includes a very comfortable room, all 
diving and all meals. The resort’s 
schedule is set to diving time; all meals, 
boat departures and scheduled events 
happen right on time. Again, a rarity in 
the Manana Land but an everyday oc- 
currence at the club. You begin with 
breakfast, board one of the boats for a 
two tank dive and get to explore the 
wonders of Punta Sur, Palancar and 
Santa Rosa. (Diving on nearly all of 
Cozumel’s sites is drift diving; the staff 
will be happy to provide you with tips 
and techniques for doing it successful- 
ly.) The divers’ lunch is ready when the 
boats return, usually around one 
o'clock, and is a leisurely affair. While 
many visitors often retire to the beach- 
side hammocks for the afternoon, the 
dive operation offers additional training 
for those inclined and special afternoon 
and evening (night) dives are available 
upon request. Spectacular 
sunset dinners at the Fat 
Grouper complete the day 
and guests usually retire 
fairly early. SCC is a place 
to dive and relax, much dif- 
ferent from the sometimes 
frantic pace of downtown 
San Miguel (particularly 
when the cruise ships are 
in town). 

The new Scuba Club 
Cozumel is one of the 
brightest stars in the diving 
world and will continue to 
set aggressive perfor- 
mance requirements for 
both its operation and staff. 
The Scuba Club Cozumel 
package is one of the best 
values in diving today and 
it’s delivered with an ex- 
tremely high level of profes- 
sionalism. That’s really 
good news for traveling 
divers. For more informa- 
tion on Scuba Club Co- 
zumel, please call (800) 
847-5708, (713) 783-3305 
or visit the Web site at 
http://www.scubaclub 
cozumel.com. *=* 
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Turks & Caicos 


Nitrox Rebreathers 
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If you aren’t eating delicious meals Aggressor live-aboard adventures are a terrific ~— — e ani 






and snacks, or relaxing in your luxurious _ value. For one all-inclusive price, your accom- 
stateroom, you must be diving the modations, meals, beverages and diving is covered. * Kona, Hawaii 
beautiful waters in one of our ten For the high quality service and amenities provided, [RxURUSINSNieniTos 


exciting destinations. Over 30,000 divers our rates can’t be beat. 
have experienced our motto of “Eat, Sleep, & Reserve your affordable dream dive vacation 
Dive”, and each tell us it’s the only way to today. You’Il wonder why you’ve waited so long. 
describe their fun-filled, exciting vacations. Making Every eEESSo, 

Part of this excitement involves our well Dive Your Best | 
trained staff. Whether guiding you to hidden 1-800-348-2628 


504-385-2628 Fax 504-384-0817 


marine treasures or teaching a rebreather course, P.O. Box 1470 ® 
Morgan City, LA 70381-1470 FLEET 


our certified dive masters are there to serve you. E-mail: divboat@aol.com or pegh rat cophan Gi aes 
103261.1257@compuserve.com . . 


We also offer excursions with special guests such Web: www.aggressor.com = 
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t. Vincent and the Grenadines are strewn across 45 es o : ee 
miles of the Caribbean like a handful of emeralds on — 


blue velvet. Thirty-two islands altogether, their green vol- 
canic hills stand out intensely against the vivid bluésea. 

The eastern sides of the islands leap from the water with 
sudden cliffs and rocky points; on the west they ease 


gently down with white sand and soft crescent bays. __ ee 


Shallow reefs of golden brown coral stand in the clear 
water between the islands like welcome signs for divers. 


-. These verdant islands are not on the usual list oF ‘ 
f places divers tend to go. In fact, 
™ St. Vincent andthe Grenadines SOM TRAVEL 


tian oss nen of staying off the AT A GLANCE 


St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines are best 
known for: 


* Crystal clear water 

* Great snorkeling 

* Healthy reefs and lush 
Black Corals 

* Botanical Gardens 








Ten Weeks 


to lake- 


LAUNCHING A CAREER 
IN DIVING 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


f you could have a responsible, well- 

paying job in the dive industry ten 
weeks from today, regardless of your 
current experience level, would you take 
it? That’s the question Bob Brayman is 
asking at his International Career Diving 
Institute at Hall’s in Marathon, Florida. 
Hall’s has a long tradition of turning out 
exceptionally well-trained dive instruc- 
tors, so that’s a startling invitation. How 
is it possible? You have to be a diver with 
a fair amount of experience to apply for 
instructor training anywhere else. To find 
out the whole story, SKIN DIVER sent me 
to the Florida Keys to talk to Bob. 

SDM: Bob, how can someone with 
no prior experience come to Hall’s and 
walk out ten weeks later fully qualified 
as an instructor? 

BRAYMAN: [he International Career 
Diving Institute at Hall's is a private voca- 
tional school and, like any other voca- 
tional school in the educational system, 
we provide ail the necessary training for 
our students. You don’t have to com- 
plete an apprenticeship in other voca- 
tions and we don’t think you should have 
to in diving. We wanted to develop a cur- 
riculum that placed no barriers in front of 


14 SKIN DIVER AUGUST 1997 


~~, Katja Manso 
“students in the use of rebreathers. 


Off | 


students. We'll make sure you have all 
the required dives and certifications 
when you graduate but you don’t have to 
start on your own before you get here. 

SDM: What is different at Hall’s that 
lets you make this policy work? 

BRAYMAN: Most dive training centers 
are aligned with a particular certifying 
agency such as PADI or NAUI and they 
are locked into the products of that 
agency. At Hall’s we decided to remove 
the importance of those agency labels 
and concentrate on specific course con- 
tent. So, in assembling our curriculum, 
we side-stepped the one agency route 
and picked the best training available for 
each phase of the program. We asked 
ourselves, what exactly is needed to turn 
out the most competent graduate possi- 
ble? As a result, our professional career 
program incorporates training from eight 
major certifying agencies. 

SDM: Is that a radically new ap- 
proach? 

BRAYMAN: VWVell, it’s definitely a new way 
to focus on the value of each hour of train- 
ing but it’s also a natural extension of the 
same approach that has made the 
International Diving Career Institute at 


THe Bis ree othe. Fhunterbolt, a 
favorite training wreck off Marathon. 








Hall’s such a success since it was estab- 
lished in 1978. 

SDM: And how does that approach 
work in the job market? 

BRAYMAN: It works wonders! It also 
means we can work with our students 
however we need to in order to ensure 
they are good. We can make sure they 
aren't just able to pass a test, they can 
actually do the job well. Real compe- 
tence is far more important than a paper 
certificate in getting hired and succeed- 
ing at your job. 

SDM: How do you instill that kind of 
competence in your students? 

BRAYMAN: Naturally, the course work 
provides specific checks that must be 
completed, but the real test is in actually 
doing any task. Instructor candidates at 
Hall’s teach real students under real con- 
ditions. Of course, they do it under the 
watchful eye of a Hall’s Instructor Trainer 
but the realism is there. The precisely se- 
lected courses build the basic level of 
competence and the realistic experience 
puts the polish on it. The realism extends 
to every facet of the diving business, too. 
We teach our students to sell and repair 

(Continued on Page 111) 











SLR-AF HOUSINGS 


Choose the housing that 
affords full underwater use 
of your favorite 35mm cam- 
era, be it Nikon, Canon, 
Minolta or Pentax. There is 
not another housing at any 
price that will produce bet- 
ter photographic results or 
provide greater security 
underwater than an Ikelite 
SLR housing. 


MINI-C HANDLE MOUNT 
Use the Mini C-Lite as a model- 
ing light or diving light mounted 
to the Ikelite SLR Housing - 


QUICK GRIP ARMS 


Ikelite's articulating ball-socket arm sys- 
tem offers a multitude of arm configura- 
tions including a quick-release handle. 
Knuckle design provides better holding 
power than other systems. 


TTL SLAVE 


Ikelite's TTL Slave Sensor turns any 
Ikelite Substrobe into a true TTL slave, 
operates up to 50 feet, plus eliminates the 
need for a second cumbersome sync cord. 
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For more information contact your local 
Dive Shop or visit us on the web at 


wiornikehte.cor 






PC LITE 
Pocket C-Lite, the first of a new einer atten: 


The PC Lites utilize a totally new 
opening and sealing system. The PC's 
unique snap-ring permits the complete 
front assembly to be easily removed for 
quick access to batteries and lamp. This 
new all-purpose PC Lite conveniently 
stores in your BCD pocket. Carry the 
compact PC Lite on every dive to 
illuminate objects night or day. Rotating 
switch provides quick on/off control. 
The PC Lites feature new high intensity 
halogen lamps producing an incredibly 
bright penetrating spot beam. 
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SUBSTROBES 


Designed and built in the USA for both the professional and 

amateur photographer, Ikelite offers 5 models of underwater strobes to meet 
different needs and budgets. The Substrobe 50 is the brightest and fastest 
recycling strobe in its class. The Substrobe 100A offers variable output and 
angle of coverage. The 200 and 400 are the choice of pros the world over. All 
Ikelite Substrobes are covered by a two year limited warranty supported by 
a proven commitment to service unmatched in the industry worldwide. 


AQUASHOT II 


The Aquashot II is so simple and 
inexpensive you won't believe the 
beautiful results it can produce. 
Simply load the Aquashot II with a 
35mm single-use camera and all 
you have to do is point and shoot. 
Oh yes, you do have to turn on the 
flash and advance the film, but 
that is as technical as it gets. 


PCa LITE 
Extremely bright for its small 

size, (2.5" x 4") the PCa is ideally 
suited as a compact backup 

light. Powered by six AA batter- 
ies, it produces an incredibly 
intense beam. 









~ "AOUASNAP CAMERA 


No need to worry where to buy cameras 
for the Aquashot II housing. Ikelite now 
offers a single-use-camera that can be 
used above water or in the housing. The 
AgquaSnap camera features built-in flash 


and 27-exposure film. 
» 4 DUT} ( can 
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Details at your local dive shop. 
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DIVE TRAINING 


PADI Advanced Open Water Video 


WATCHING TV CAN BE BENEFICIAL 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


kay, SO you've learned to dive. With open water certification 

card in hand you can rent or buy gear, get your tank filled 
and dive to your heart’s content in most places in the world. But, 
are you fully able to experience the vast underwater environment 
and all the variety it offers? Do you feel comfortable exploring 
open water at night’? Can you ef- 
fectively navigate back to the 
boat or shore? How about div- 
ing in deeper waters and under- 
standing the associated physical 
effects? It’s all part of a fuller div- 
ing experience. It’s also part of 
continuing your training, ex- 
panding your base of knowl- 
edge and becoming a safer, bet- 
ter diver. To help you along, PA- 
DI has produced a video meant 
to accompany its Advanced 
Open Water or Advanced Plus 
certification courses: PADI’s 
Adventures in Diving. 

The great thing about further- 
ing your knowledge in diving is it 
is very water intensive. Class 
time is at a minimum. In fact, 
you re expected to review most 
of the course materials before 
the activity takes place. The in- 
structor will usually brief you and 
answer any questions you might 
have on site, just prior to the 
dive. This makes the ocean the 
classroom and mental prepared- 
ness a premium. This is where 
the Adventures in Diving video 
becomes a great learning tool. 

Advanced certification re- 
quires divers to satisfy three 
core activities: underwater navi- 
gation, deep diving and night 
diving. The video covers the 
specific materials necessary for 
each activity and their proper 
use. With the video you get to 
see divers performing tasks cor- 
rectly and in a variety of under- 
water conditions. This allows 
divers new to the activity to be 
able to visualize and mimic good techniques. The video medi- 
um also gives students a level of understanding, and perhaps 
comfort, that static images in books can’t. 

For Underwater Navigation the video explains the two types 
of compasses used and their differences; the accurate method 
of using the lubber line and bezel; and the various techniques 
students will be asked to perform. 
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The PADI Adventures in Diving video presents the course 
material for advanced certification in a fun and involving format 
that the static images in books and manuals can’t equal. 


For Deep Diving, decompression sickness and nitrogen nar- 
cosis Symptoms and preventions are reviewed, as are the 
physiological changes that occur at depths between 60 and 
130 feet. The video demonstrates the way divers act when 
they’re suffering from narcosis, which is great for those who 

know what the symptoms are but may 
» not know how to recognize them in a 
| buddy. Close monitoring of air supply, 
| establishing safety margins, the impor- 
tance of buoyancy control—and 
| more—are also covered in this 
section. 
Night Diving extensively covers both 
the tools (lights) and the methods. The 
types of lights and the need for redun- 
dancy are emphasized. Students are 
alerted to the need for added safety 
margins in this section because of the 
unique nature of diving in the dark. 
Lighted lines, strobes, glow sticks 
and what to do if you lose your buddy 
or are overcome by vertigo are all re- 
viewed here. Also, the diver etiquette 
particular to night diving, such as not 
shining the light in your buddy’s eyes 
and how to communicate, is re- 
viewed here. 
Two elective courses are required 
for the Advanced Diver certification; 
the Advanced Plus requires six. The 
electives allow you to personalize 
your advanced training to fit your 
goals, desires or interests as a div- 
er. Do you want to explore wrecks? 
Become an underwater videogra- 
pher? Are you interested in identify- 
ing and understanding the crea- 
tures of the reef? Do you need to 
master buoyancy? Do you need to 
Know the specialized techniques 
of drysuit diving? All these and 
more are previewed and, because 
elective specialties allow you to 
Oursue your own interests/needs, 
it can make diving much more 
satisfying and fun. 
All in all this video is an effec- 
tive supplement to the manual 
and water work. The course material is presented with great 
Clarity and, in addition to the technical aspects of advanced div- 
ing, the video always has its pulse on the beauty, fun and variety 
of diving. 

For more information, contact PADI at 1251 E. Dyer Road, 
#100, Santa Ana, California 92705; (714) 540-7234, fax (714) 
540-2609. = 
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Introducing our Expanded Fleet of First Class Liveaboards 


see more of the fascinating 
world below as Peter Hughes 
takes you to new and exotic 
destinations like Papua New 
Guinea and the Red Sea. Enjoy 
all the advantages of Peter's on- 
going quest to deliver the ulti- 
mate dive experience. Relax in 
the first class comfort of spas 


and sit-down dining with full- 
course meals. Have it all at your 
convenience with fully stocked 
(o)] oey-10 Mm eloy- lie [0 >\-yamm (0) es alecog) 
dive deck services, rigid deco 
bars, and daily E-6 processing 
and video services. If you'd like 


“sto learn more about the quality 


that marks a Peter Hughes 


cious cabins with ensuite faciti# dive experience, visit our web 


ties, morning coffee service. 


Site, phone, or e-mail us today. 
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CHECK OUR INTERNET PAGE FOR PERIODIC SPECIALS 
Internet: http:/Wwww.peterhughes.com e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
1390 S. Dixie Hwy. / Suite 1109 / Coral Gables / Florida 33146 / 305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 
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U/W CLEANUPS 


Sort SIMbER 7 ID 24 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 


FY September, an unusual and 
suNnique event takes place. For the 
last 14 years, the third weekend of 
September has been the target date for 
the largest international beach cleanup 
in the world. Several years ago, the div- 
ing world got involved and helped 
(through the efforts of volunteers, PADI 
and the Center for Marine Conservation) 
make this weekend the largest under- 
water cleanup of all time. Last year, 
more than 30,000 divers in all 50 states 
and in 84 countries combined their ef- 
forts to remove tons of trash. This 
September, we will again see thousands 
of divers hitting the water to get rid of the 
litter and trash that damage the under- 
water world! 

This year, we can add another unique 
event! The sponsors of Ocean Fest, a 
weekend diving event held in Lauderdale- 
by-the-Sea, have enlisted the services of 
more than 20 Florida based dive opera- 
tors to host the Largest U/W Cleanup of 
All Time. They hope to enlist thousands of 
divers in their campaign and have de- 
signed an event that just might become 
one of the most exciting things to hit the 
diving highway in some time! 

Ocean Fest will take place September 
19, 20 and 21 in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. 





Inset: Divers show off a wild assortment of trash recovered, including several old shoes. Above: 


It will be a giant open air festival featuring 
more than 75 different diving and snorke- 
ling exhibits under giant tents. But don’t 
think that this is just another dive show. 
What sets Ocean Fest apart is that you 
will be able to go diving. More than 20 
charter boat operators and numerous 
private boats will be offering dive services 
at the events. In addition, Lauderdale-by- 
the-Sea also has great shore diving, so 
getting a dive in will be as easy as walk- 
ing to the beach. Divers and snorkelers 
can participate in an underwater 
Treasure Hunt on Saturday and the 
Largest Underwater Cleanup of All Time 
on Sunday. 

Dive manufacturers and retailers will 
have demo equipment on hand for divers 
to try out and there will be ongoing 
equipment seminars and how-to classes 
on everything from underwater photog- 
raphy to advanced—balanced—buoy- 
ancy control. The technical dive commu- 
nity will also be there in force, giving 
divers the opportunity to learn about ni- 












photo/Susan Swygert 


Overachieving divers at this Florida beach recovered so much trash that the vehicle brought to 
carry it off has become overloaded. The marine environment, though, was much relieved. 
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trox, trimix and rebreather diving options! 

In addition to the Treasure Hunt, 
cleanup and other events for divers, 
there will be snorkeling and learn-to-dive 
sessions. The event will cater to divers, 
snorkelers and their families. Don’t miss 
the food and entertainment centers, they 
are set to be rocking all weekend long! If 
that’s not enough to entice you to dive at 
Ocean Fest this September, there’s also 
more than $30,000 in prizes slated to be 
given away! 

The Sunday cleanup will be conduct- 
ed from dive charter vessels, private 
boats and from shore. Divers and 
snorkelers will scour nearby areas to re- 
move as much trash as possible. Since 
regularly visited dive sites are usually 
cleaned on a ongoing basis by dive- 
masters and divers, special trash sites 
have been selected that will give partici- 
pants plenty of opportunities to fill their 
goodie bags with as much trash as they 
can handle! 

The Ocean Fest Largest U/W Cleanup 
of All Time is co-sponsored by PADI, the 
Center for Marine Conservation, DEMA 
and SKIN DIVER. Any divers interested in 
participating in the Lauderdale-by-the- 
sea Largest U/W Cleanup of All Time on- 
ly have to show up at the event and se- 
cure a spot on a boat to get involved in 
this great activity. Divers in other parts of 
the U.S. or around the world seeking in- 
formation on other cleanup events 
should call the CMC cleanup hotline at 
(800) CMC-BEACH or (804) 851-4188. 

Ocean Fest is cosponsored by the 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Chamber of 
Commerce and Neal Watson’s Under- 
sea Adventures. For information regard- 
ing the festival, call (800) 327-8150 or 
(954) 462-3400. SKIN DIVER will be 
there in full force, so if you’d like to go 
diving with us, and maybe pick up some 
trash or get rid of some monofilament, 
just put it on your calendar: The third 
weekend in September, Lauderdale-by- 
the-Sea—be there! 

The Largest U/W Cleanup of All Time 
is just one of the many opportunities to 
get wet, have fun and win some great 
prizes at Ocean Fest 97. = 





OCEANIC 
Right for today.. 





= ee 


, — - 





Two great new computers 
you wont outgrow. 


The Enriched Air-ready Data Plus™ and DataTrans Plus™ are for 
the diver you are today, and the one you may become tomorrow. 
Easy-to-read graphics with Oceanglo™ backlighting show your 
dive status at a glance. And should you decide to give Enriched Air 


Try a free “test dive” of 
: seer a try, both let you rapidly reset the O, level from 21% to 50%. 


the Data Plus on our website 


at http://www.oceanicusa.com The Data Plus is available solo-mounted or in our Navcon™ 


console. For the ultimate in instrumentation, consider the hose- 

ran free DataTrans Plus. This air-integrated computer boasts all the 

<€ eee § advantages of the Data Plus, plus constant monitoring of 

> remaining air time and total freedom from the 
= constraints of a connected hose. 


® | a ~ These two new computers are ready to 
- take you into the future. Discover them at 
your Oceanic dealer now. 


DESIGNING, DIVE TESTING AND MANUFACTURING FOR 25 YEARS 


OCEANIC 


DataTrans Plus available June ‘97 2002 Davis Street San Leandro, CA 94577-1211 510/562-0500 





Data Plus, DataTrans Plus, Oceanglo, and Navcon are TMs of Oceanic. Litho by Doug Chiang. © Oceanic, 1997 
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Presenting two remarkable @ 
regulators from the leader 
in sport diving technology. 


The top-rated* Delta II™ helos you feel at ease in any dive 
situation. Its environmentally sealed Balanced Adjustment System 
(patent pending) lets you precisely control your inhalation 
effort. Team it up with our DX-3™ first stage and you'll breathe 
easy on any dive, at any depth. 

*RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING ScubaLab test, August 1996. 





The new Gamma™ is sure to grab everyone's attention, but its 
great looks are only the start. With outstanding easy breathing 
Capabilities and unique features like an oversized purge button 
and a patented orthodontic mouthpiece, this is one very 
comfortable regulator. 


For a closer encounter with these two breathtaking designs, 
check our website at htto://www.oceanicusa.com. Better yet, 
see your Oceanic dealer now. 


DESIGNING, DIVE TESTING AND MANUFACTURING FOR 25 YEARS 


OCEANIC 


2002 Davis Street San Leandro, CA 94577-1211 510/562-0500 
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You Can Tell a Lot 
About a Scuba Diver 
from This Card. 


EMERGENCY 


DIVING EMERGENCIES 
+1-919-684-4DAN’ 


(+1-919-684-4395 
Collect EMERGENCY Calis tate 














DAN TravelAssist for 


NON- “DIVING EMERGENCIES 
-3822" 
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DAN ID# 126 Coltect 
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DAN INSURAN 
2671 
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VICES 1-80 
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* Available M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m. ET 
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@® Keeps good company — More than 160,000 scuba 
divers are DAN members, from new divers to 
seasoned professionals. Sharing an interest in 
adventure, love OF uns ELA a the safe pure of 









cal G e and a huneerigtiens to o lert . miseeeine. 
DAN’ Ss generis journal of diving safety and health. 





@® Personally and financially responsible — DAN membership is 
only $25 a year. For an additional $25, to you can Sess 






L ‘Though 1 rare, “diving micriad can be peso adtr © 
to treat and are usually not covered by regular medical insurance. 
Not only a great value, DAN insurance also supports other DAN 
services, including diving medical and safety research. 


@ Recognizes the value of expert ined nero = oe pdt se cla dues 
also support DAN’s di atio: ephone | | 
provides expert answers to qnesvions abOUE: Thesieh. and f’ ness for 
diving. Divers, instructors and medical professionals can find out 
whether specific medications and conditions are compatible with 
diving — as well as other important information — immediately. 





® Cares about diving health and safety — Established at Duke 





University eee in 1980, DAN operates a @4-ho 





Mnecical peteennel cattae Yor them. This service is supported by DAN 


membership dues. Your DAN membership helps not only you but 
fellow divers as well. 


© Doesn’t want to get yasn Speirs —Asa DAN member, BAG re 












‘Tay mm your home away; mess oi cry Kearns ne ? 
is — by DAN TravelAssist. If you travel, this exclusive DAN 
benefit is worth the DAN membership fee alone. 


To join DAN or renew your DAN membership, call 


(800) 446- 2671 


(When calling use Priority Code CC97) 
Divers Alert Network * The Peter B. Bennett Center 
6 West Colony Place * Durham, NC 27705 


Divers Alert Network 
Your Dive PEt senor an en 
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Bonaire’s 


Intimate Seaside Resort 
BRUCE BOWKER’'S CARIB INN 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 






t’s become tradition: We arrive at Bruce Bowker’s Carib 
ashington- Inn late, hot and tired after our flights from the West 
National Coast. The first thing we do is unpack a swimsuit 
and cool off in the calm Caribbean a stone’s 
throw away. We fall asleep to the sound of 
waves on the shore and awake the next 
aislein : morning to the sound of tanks being loaded 

ia 3 on the boats and the muffled startup of the 
compressor. These are very welcome 
sounds; they signal we’re on vacation, 


ee pea we're on Bonaire and we're going diving! 
SDM TRAVEL nie 


aaa 
Goto Meer 





AT A GLANCE a My group has been to Bonaire eight times. 
— _ sor Why do we keep returning? For one thing, we 
The CaribInnisbest  \wers love the intimate setting of Bruce’s place. It 
aly eee “feels like home. Bruce can accommodate only 
* intimate setting j ‘ : wy 

. 26 guests in nine air-conditioned rooms sur- 

Staff longevity 

* Well stocked diveshop rounding the pool and a three bedroom, two bath 
* No handholding house next door. 


* Seaside location Everything at the Carib Inn is just steps from every- 


thing else yet all the essentials (except food) are here. 
Seven of the nine guestrooms (and the house, of course) have fully equipped 
kitchenettes so you can eat some of your meals in (there’s a grocery story 
nearby as well as several in town) and stretch your budget a bit. Bruce continually up- Above: Purple Stove-pipe Sponges are a Klein 





dates and improves the inn, this year the rooms have new curtains and linens and the Bonaire hallmark. Below: Unloading the 
pool, the resort’s attractive centerpiece, has been refurbished. The deck has new boats after the afternoon dive. The waters of 
concrete with old brick inlays and there are planters made from old Chicago brick. the Caribbean Sea are warm, calm and clear. 
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The Incomparable 


BRITISH 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Dive/Sail Experience 
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The combination of the 
British Virgin Islands’ 

Dive/Sailexperience / 
will provide you 
with a unique dive 
vacation thal you 

will never forget! 


DJA en ion Wa Mere) 0) 
the RMS Rhone. 
Rated #1 Wreck soe 
dive inthe ill 
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KILBRIDES 
UNDERWATER TOURS 
At The Bitter End-Yacht Club 
catering to divers 
and non-divers alike. 
(800) 932-4286 
(809) 495-9638 

# FAX (809) 495-7549 


THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB 
8-day /7-night packages include 
= 4] allmeals, luxury accommodations 
____ ! in seaside villas. Sailing, scuba 
diving, guided or on your own. 
™ PADIresort course. 
Watersports. Excursions. 
3 (800) 872-2392 


TRIMARINE 

Once you have dived and sailed 
with us, you will find only our 
standards are acceptable. 

(800) 648.3393 

FAX (809) 494-5774 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


S/V MILLENNIUM 
Luxury live-aboard sailing & diving 
| yacht. 2-8 guests. First-class all- 
4 watersport adventure with lavish 
accommodations in the best exotic 
=e destinations in the Caribbean. 
} (800) WE-DIVE-1 
e-mail: sailaway@caribsurf.com 
http: // www.svmillennium 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 
Arelaxed yet professional 
approach to diving makes us the 
preferred choice among residents 
sem andarelurn favorite for visitors. 
Located at Nanny Cay Marina 
(809) 494-2847 
FAX (809) 494-0198 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
Dive the Best of the BVI 

including the Wreck of the Rhone. 
Rendezvous Tours’ with 
personalized guided groups. 
Hotels/Dive packages. 

(800) 537-7032 - (809) 494-3235 
FAX (809) 494-5322 
www.underwatersafaris.com 


YACHT PROMENADE 
Dive when and where you 
choose throughout our magical 
fos islands. Enjoy 5 star service and 
Mz cuisine. Join us, relax and be 
\ =| pampered aboard the 
Promenade. 
(800) 526-5503 - (809) 494-3853 
4 www.yachtpromenade.com 


TREASURE ISLE HOTEL 
Delightful, “gingerbread” hotel. 
Spacious waterview rooms. Dive 

@4 facility. Dive/Sail vacations offered 
with The Moorings yacht charters. 
Complimentary watersports. 
(800) 368-9994 - (809) 494-2501 
FAX (809) 494-2507 


For more information on the 
Dive/Sail Experience, contact 
the BVI Tourist Board 


at 1-600-855-6550 
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BRUCE BOWKER’S 
CARIB INN 


The little dive shop across from the 
pool carries a surprisingly large inventory 
of dive gear, books and T-shirts—and 
the prices are excellent. That dive com- 
puter you've been considering probably 
costs less here than it did in the states. 
Just above the dive shop is a bright, air- 
conditioned classroom and audio/visual 
center, where the dive staff can teach 
you just about any PADI course or spe- 
cialty or finish the certification class you 
began at home. 

The Carib Inn’s personnel are one of 
its greatest assets. They’ve been with 
Bruce for years. The instructor/boat cap- 
tain team includes ten year veteran Kitty, 
who is also the Carib Inn’s manager; 
Linda with seven years of service and JJ 
with six; Tessa, who’s been there four 
years; and Ed, who has been there two. 


Keeping tanks filled and resort opera- | 


tions running smoothly are Richie 
Anthony, with 11 years of service, and 
Edward Thomas, with eight. 


THE DIVING 

The Carib Inn has two 25 foot boats 
(now powered by new 200 hp Yamaha 
outboards). Like most of the other oper- 
ators on the island, Bruce runs a one 
tank trip in the morning and another in 
the afternoon. (Boat night dives are of- 
fered on request.) Unlike most other op- 
erators, however, his divemasters do 
not dictate your max depth and time for 
each dive—that’s your decision. (See 
why we like him?) Also, the Carib Inn’s 
boats leave one-half hour earlier than 
most the other boats so we almost al- 
ways get the mooring we want (there’s 
only one mooring at each dive site and 
only one boat can tie up to it). 

Of course, the Carib Inn could have ev- 
erything already listed and more—but if 
the diving wasn’t special we wouldn't re- 
turn year after year. Since most of us are 
from California, the water temperature is 
always an allure—it’s 80°F year-round. 
Visibility averages 90 feet, we’ve never 
seen it less than 50. The air temperature 
averages 82°F year-round. Bonaire is a 
desert island, it gets only 22 inches of rain 
per year. The dry climate is another ad- 
vantage: there's no uncomfortable hu- 
midity and bugs are only rarely a problem 
(after a rain, for instance). Also, there is no 
runoff to degrade visibility. 

The waters around Bonaire and Klein 
Bonaire, one-quarter mile off the bigger 
island’s western shore, have beena 
marine park for decades. All marine life 
from the mean high tide line down to 
200 feet is protected. Thus, the waters 
teem with abundant fish and inverte- 
brate life. And, since most of the ani- 
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CUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors Pick Items That Make 
Diving Safer, Easier and More Fun! 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


RJE Dive TRAK NAVIGATION 
EDITORS System: Use the navigation 
a r svstem trailblazed and per- 


fected by dolphins—sonar. The 
Dive Trak system features a beacon and a receiver with a 
range of 750 feet. They are housed in high impact polycarbon- 
ate; each is positively buoyant, measuring a compact 6.75 by 2 
inches. Both also have a user replaceable 9 volt alkaline or lithium bat- 
tery. The line of sight system is simple to use and has many practical appli- 
cations beyond finding your way back to the boat, such as marking artifacts or 
other objects, or keeping track of a dive buddy in low visibility. Dive Trak is available for 
$499. For information on your nearest dealer, call (714) 833-8423. = 










» BAIN DE SOLEIL LE SPORT SUNBLOCK: It is difficult to avoid the sun while diving so 
j _ protection against it is essential. Bain de Soleil Le Sport sunblock with SPF level 
% 30is waterproof, sweatoroof and rubproof for up to eight hours of protection 
| from harmful UVA and UVB rays. The formulation is also hypoallergenic, light 
/ and nongreasy. Bain de Soleil products are available at most drug stores, 
prices vary. For more information, call (800) 723-7529, *3* 


INTELLIGENT SCUBA LR-800 U/W LiGHT: This powerful dynamo of a dive 
light is rechargeable, amazingly compact (6.75 by 2 inches) 

and made of super rugged 6000 series anodized alu- 
minum. The LR-800 has a bright, 10 watt halogen lamp and 
features a folding pistol grip, three position, removable non- 
slip padded handle; when extended, the on/off switch is easily 
reached by the thumb. The high capacity nickel-cadmium bat- 
tery is good for 750 hours (1.5 hours per charge) of burn time. 
The padded, waterproof case, charger and extra O-rings and a 
bulb are all included for only $235. For more information, contact é 
Intelligent Scuba at (800) 407-6201. 


CorRAL WATER SPORTS CLARIVISTA Mask: Expand your periph- 
eral vision U/W. This unique mask features a distortion free, 
2 one piece curved glass lens that broadens your field of view. 

eee The mask has a soft silicone skirt and comes with either blue 
or purple accents on a black frame. The nosepocket is easily 
accessible for clearing and the extra wide, adjustable head- 
# strap ensures a comfortable, secure fit. The Clarivista mask 
@ sells for an affordable $39.99. For information on your 
nearest Clarivista dealer, call (847) 803-9200. = 


Witz SHUTTER Case: This sport case Is perfect for stowing a compact 
camera while at the beach or on the boat. It has ultra soft padding and 
watertight seals to keep out damaging moisture and sand. The high 
impact ABS case is 2.5 by 3.5 by 6 inches; there is a three-quarter 
inch wide, adjustable nylon webbing carrying strap for comfortable 
portability. The Shutter Case sells for rl 6, For information on your 
nearest dealer, call (800) 499-1 506. er 


— SEATTLE SPORTS SUPER SACK: These waterproof dry bags 
wee, §=ave been in use on the water for years owing to their reliability and time 
= proven effectiveness. They are perfect for keeping towels, clothes and 
~ more dry, even in the wettest environment. They feature tough vinyl sides 
and heavy duty round bottoms for maximum abrasion resistance. The 
three roll closure system Is simple to use and the large, quick-release 
buckle locks the opening tight and becomes an efficient handle. The 
Super Sack comes in sizes extra small through extra large (800 to 3,500 
» cubic inches; 600 is shown). The Super Sack sells for $14 to $27. For in- 

formation on your nearest dealer, call (G00) 632-6163. = 






















mals have been seeing divers since 
birth, they are typically unafraid and 
thus easy to photograph. 

While Bonaire’s topside and underwa- 
ter life may not remember us among all 
the divers they see every year, we know 
them. An all day trip to Washington- 
Slagbaai Park by rental minivan is always 
a highlight of our week on Bonaire. We 
love two special dive sites there, Boca 
Bartol and Playa Functhi. 

At Playa Funchi, we were pleased to 
find the school of Trunkfish we first saw 
in 1990 are still there. They greet divers in 
inches of waters, right at the shore. This 
is the only spot | know of anyplace where 
you Can get five or six Smooth Trunkfish 
(and possibly a filefish or other interloper) 
in one picture. Near the drop-off here | 
found a school of squid. Other fish | 
recorded in my log include a Honeycomb 





Bruce Bowker’s staff has been with him for 
years. From left to right: Ed Diehl, Kitty 
Handschuh, Edward Thomas, Tessa Ley, 
Linda Baker. Last row: JJ Joslin and Bruce 
Bowker. Richie Anthony was camera shy. 


Cowfish and a French Angel, which 
posed prettily in a coral encrusted 
crevice. When we open our lunch bags 
at Playa Funchi, the hills come alive with 
lizards. Comparing my photos from the 
various years, | realize we've known one, 
now quite large male iguana for several 
years. He now surveys the scene from 
the top of a cliff before coming down to 
beg for a handout. 

Beach diving is certainly one of 
Bonaire's allures. You supplement your 
boat dives with it, usually parking just off 
the main road, entering the water 
through six inch surf and swimming 
about 25 yards before descending. The 
site right in front of the Carib Inn is quite 
productive for photography. On a night 
dive here | photographed an octopus 





DIVE ref leno 


STAY WET ALL DAY AND ALL 
NIGHT! ASK FOR DETAILS - 
YOU WON'T BE SORRY! 


THE WRECK TREK 

A special four day custom dive 
package visiting the very best 
of Key Largo’s shipwrecks, 
including the Bibb, Duane, 
and the newest addition, 

the Spiegel Grove. 


A leisurely 9:00 departure for a KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 
three tank dive trip. Enjoy a 
whole day of diving beginning | All Ocean Divers packages are seriously 
with a wreck dive on one service oriented. You'll never have to 
of the famous Key Largo carry a tank and always be helped in 
ar ; ; : and out of the water. The dive boats are 
artificial reef sites, a drift dive state-of-the-art and feature amenities 
and shallow dive on the like freshwater showers, camera tables, 
fabulous coral reefs of Key and camera rinse tanks. 
Largo. The trip includes lunch Key Largo’s favorite dive hotel, Marina 
and beverages. Del Mar, is located directly next door 
assuring the maximum value and 
convenience dive/lodging package! 





NIKONOS 
SHOOTOUT 


MEO CRESS A 
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ADVANCED 
COURSES 


ALIKE. 





tL Contact SSI for the 
Authorized Dealer near you. 





® 
Because We Care 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 


2619 CANTON CT. © FT COLLINS, CO 80525-4498 
1(800) 892-2702 * (970) 482-0883 / FAX (970) 482-6157 


E-mail: admin@ssiusa.com ¢ Website: http://www.ssiusa.com 
© COPYRIGHT 1995 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC. 
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BRUCE BOWKER’S 
CARIB INN 


who had commandeered an empty beer 
can as part of its lair and a Scorpionfish 
whose large red eye looked deadly peer- 
INg around a rock. 

On my last trio Bruce took just six of us 
on a special night dive to White Hole, via 
inflatable. This large white sand bot- 
tomed sink hole Is little visited because 
it’s in the Lac Bay area, on the windward 
side of the island. The night scene was 
very exciting: two species of slipper lob- 
ster, a Measled Cowry with its mantle 
covering its shell, a seahorse, a couple of 
very large lobsters and a large grouper far 
into the reef were our photographic prey. 

Our group always has both experi- 
enced and new divers; Bonaire offers 
something for everyone. The reefs slope 
gently to about 50 or 60 feet before 
dropping more steeply. The shallows, 30 
to 50 feet, harbor a plenitude of photo 
subjects: lots of fish, crabs, eels, 
anemones with shrimp and the occa- 
sional seahorse and frogfish. Azure 
Vase, Purple Stove Pipe and Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges are common, as 
are healthy gorgonians. 

Late afternoon is a special time. 
Freshly showered after our last dive, we 
gather at the Carib Inn’s cabana on the 
waterfront for the cocktail hour. This is 
the perfect place to watch the sun set 
over calm waters while swapping dive 
stories and other lies. Bruce added a bar- 
becue here a couple years ago but my 
admittedly lazy group prefers to eat sup- 
per out—and there are many very good 
restaurants from which to choose. 

The cabana is also the perfect setting 
for the free buoyancy control workshops 
Bruce teaches once a week. 


CONCLUSION 

Only 50 miles off the coast of Vene- 
zuela, Bonaire is easy to reach. ALM flies 
there from Miami (a three hour flight) and 
Atlanta; Air Aruba flies from Miami or 
Newark to Bonaire after a stop in Aruba. 
U.S. and Canadian citizens need only 
proof of citizenship and a photo |.D., as 
well as a continuing on ticket to enter the 
country. The airport departure tax is $10; 
every dive operator also collects a $10 
annual fee from every diver, the money 
goes to maintain the marine park. English 
is widely sooken and American credit 
cards and dollars are accepted almost 
everywhere (you'll get change in guilders). 

There is a downside to the Carib Inn— 
space is booked well in advance. For 
more information, call the Carib Inn direct 
at 011 (599) 7 8819 between 8:00 am 
and 5:30 pm (EST); fax to 011 (599) 7 
5295 (24 hours a day) or send e-mail to 
caribinn@bonairenet.com. = 











The First USA Platinum 
Visa Card 


or Scuba Divers 


| CASOMEMBER 
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Fixed Introductory APR’ 
No Annual Fee 
Credit Lines Up To $100,000 


This is one offer worth diving into... 
a First USA Platinum Visa card for 
scuba divers, with no annual fee, a 
low introductory APR and a credit 
line from $5,000 up to $100,000. 

With this special card, you will save 
money and have the financial flexibility 
you deserve. You can maximize your 
savings by consolidating outstanding 


balances from other credit cards to your 


new First USA Platinum Visa card. 


Compare these incredible benefits 

to your current credit cards: 

° No annual fee 

¢ A low 5.9% fixed introductory 
annual percentage rate (APR) for 
your first five months 


¢ After that a low 12.99% fixed APR* 


2 Balance transfers with no transfer fee 


Plus these additional Platinum 

services: 

¢ Credit lines from $5,000 up to 
$100,000 

2 $1,000,000 travel accident insurance 

° Year-end summary of charges 


¢ 24-hour Dedicated Cardmember 


Service 


As you carry your First USA 
Platinum Visa card for scuba divers, 
you ll not only display a custom- 
designed card that shows your enthu- 
siasm for scuba diving, but you ll also 
enjoy the financial benefit of lower 


fixed interest rates, plus the strong 


reputation of the Visa network. 


To Appl f Just Call 1-800-FIRST-USA Today. 
(Ask tor priority code SDZ for scuba coral, SDP for scuba diver) 


*Offer subject to credit approval. The low 5.9% fixed introductory APR will remain in effect for the first five (5) billing cycles following the opening of your account. Thereafter, a low fixed APR of 
12.99% will be in effect. The annual fee: None. A minimum monthly Finance Charge of $.50 is payable if any Finance Charge is due. There is a Finance Charge for cash advances, the purchase 
of wire transfers and money orders and the use of convenience checks. In each case, the Finance Charge is equal to the greater of 2% of the transaction amount or $10.00 for each transaction. 
Your account will be issued by First USA Bank, PO. Box 8658, Wilmington, Delaware 19899-8658. You should contact First USA Bank to obtain information of any changes after the printing 
date by calling toll-free 1-800-537-6954. This offer is available only to applicants who reside in the United States. 





Lighthouse Reet 


A Pristine Wilderness, 
Jam-packed with 
Spectacular Diving 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RIGK FREHSEE 





[_ et’s dream a little dream to- 
Src gether: You and | are looking 
- Caye for a dive adventure. What we 
# San Pedro want is a whole new area to ex- 
Funes plore and we want the best resort 
a 4 in that area. We would love to 
) 1) Fy ge Nave an island all to ourselves (if 
eae us that’s still possible) but we don’t 
SC Reef want to live in a tent. We don’t 
: need shopping, gambling, night- 
clubs, etc., but we want to live 
oe Js comfortably and eat good food. 
ay 8 Caribbean Sea We want a reliable dive operation 
A | and great diving. We want a mem- 
orable, affordable adventure and 
oe) we don t want to travel halfway 
around the world to get it. 

If you are sharing this dream, | have found the reality—Lighthouse 
Reef Resort, Belize. This comparatively remote, out-island retreat 
offers unforgettable, pristine diving and barefoot on the beach tropi- 
cal living. The island even has its own airstrip. In short, Lignthouse 
Reef Resort is a modernized version of adventurous, Caribbean- 
like-it-used-to-be diving. 

The diving and lifestyle at Lighthouse Reef Resort are so good 
that, quite frankly, |am surprised space is available there at any 
time. However, off the beaten track, it is simply not that well known 
worldwide. Though almost full during the summer months, there is 
space available during the winter, spring and fall. 

Lighthouse Reef Atoll is known by 
experienced divers as one of the very best 
areas in the Caribbean. Before the estab- 
lisAment of Lighthouse Reef Resort, the 
only way you could get here was by boat | pace known for: 
from the mainland or from another island “+ Half Moon Caye Wall 
in between, adistance of many mileS, | «Great Blue Hole 
much of it in open sea. * Large sponge formations 
Above: Lighthouse Reef Resort has the only accommodations Lighthouse Reef is nearly 20 miles long : Spectacular visibility 
on the atoll, ensuring a level of exclusivity above and below. and 4 to 6 miles wide (this atoll by itselfis —~ pristine environment 
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Top: Sunset ignites the sky. Above: Great wall diving is abun- 
dant and excellent visibility challenges your sense of distance. 





Imagine Diving the Area Equal to Grand Cayman, 
Bonaire ae vozumel with Only 27 Other Divers... 


e Private individual 
Cabanas : 
» Allinclusive Package 


tine 
The most pris 
diving in allot Belize 


Vianta Resort DA 


ON GLOVER'S ATOLL! 
800-326-1724 Fax 310-937-6473 


=e — i 
CJ NYY xe hc Lolo Tale Me (21 al 21 | 4 


Sea Quest Companion Dive Computer 
at MANTA & BLACKBIRD RESORTS thru Nov. 15, 1997 


ee le. ee ee 


—— ms eat Aiwidua 
AW ofcre(evatc}(e(cm circlarem orcie-(olciemw iI Camelia iare Miia) are MetaLe aco ale BLACKBIN aX | = Private onesie 
sailing and windsurfing. Beis re 


<e- New fast Transfer 
DE TWACOLUecmCORaremN CW LAM BelaRelm sic FAS BNE MOAN TT Ta ee eT ATO T “and Dive Boats 


Experience the ultimate in diving aboard our new Pro 42 featuring a, \. 4 * YOu will DJ icietale| 
one day trips to Lighthouse Reef, the Blue Hole & Turneffe , be S no Kel the Best 


Relive the memory with a custom made video 
from Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


Feel [he MASiC C4 ¥) a ioc 
Call 1-800-Magic 15 LAE ae Tt (erleiceiiee site ~ 
601-649-1990 © fax 601-649-1996 —4ssbergris Caye, Bellz 3: LI Bai ax 310-937-6473 
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The Rembrandt 


EXPERIENCE THE ~— OF cops 


a : OMISI 
\ ; UOncom{ fe 
Service 


— ee eee 


<i 2 »° = a i ae with 


Seer Caribbean cutsine exotic 


“THE REMBRANDT VAN Run,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard, pees ‘d by S@a [ I ife. 
will take you to ALL THE Best Divine In BELIzE! a Le. Mai} 0) Chef Merlerte 


The Rembrandt is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
fully air-conditioned and have a private bath. Our spacious lounge is a 

perfect place to relax and review your days diving. 


auf 


+. “a oe € ; - 
Be) Bate 5 5 3 % be . 
3 y , , : , a ne 
€ aha 7 
VVEEKLY DLPIVE rinERARY sffertsl : 


Saturday Arrival in Belize City Tuesday Lighthouse Atoll Friday Southern Belize a | 
Sunday Turneffe Atoll Wednesday Lighthouse Atoll Saturday Retum to Belize City (0) j re eS Th By 
Monday Lighthouse Atoll Thursday Glovers Atoll @) UR R EA vi N L UE 


Oceanwide Expeditions Spee Ss 
{ Ee 1-800-453-7245 Call 800-874 one rfae ee 534-8290. 


“Se” Phone: 281-987-9600 ° Fax: 281-987-1140 www. turneffelodge.com 
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LIGHTHOUSE REEF 
RESORT 


about the same size as many diving Is- 
lands). It is roughly oval-shaped, sur- 
rounded by a nearly enclosed ring of 
coral reefs and a few sandy islands, with 
a shallow emerald lagoon on the inside. 
There are more than 50 miles of wilder- 
ness reefs and walls and hundreds of 
dive sites. All this and just one little dive 
resort at the northern tip. 

Lighthouse Reef Resort is a charming 
retreat perched at the fringe of a white 
sand beach on palm crowded Northern 
Caye. The well-maintained private airstrip 
is just behind the resort. The property 
contains about 1,500 feet of beachfront, 
with seaside cottages nestled among 
palms. There are five cabanas and six vil- 
las. The cabana interiors are all similar; 
the villas vary slightly in appointment and 
configuration. One villa, the beach suite, 
has a bar, kitchenette and living room 
with a separate bedroom and bath. 

The social focus is a handsome Carib- 
bean style mainhouse with a dock. Inside 
and extending to an outside deck and 
outdoor grill is the resort restaurant and 
bar. A second dock, to the west, reaches 
out from the dive shop and gift shop. The 
property extends over 15 acres of north 
facing beachfront and includes, accord- 
ing to arecent survey, nearly 500 co- 
conut palms. 

The self-contained resort features a 
complete dive operation with two mid- 
sized custom dive boats, cottage style 
living right on the beach and a restaurant 
that serves excellent food, featuring local 
seafood and combinations of island and 
continental cuisine. 

The dive operation is run by instructors 
and local experts (there are 28 full time 
employees at the resort) out of a small 
but well equipped dive shop. The two 
dive vessels are a 30 foot custom vessel 
with an overhead and a 26 foot custom 
vessel with a flybridge. The dive schedule 
is flexible and normally combines morn- 
ing and afternoon diving with one or two 
all day picnic dives. 

As has been suggested, the potential 
dive area is extensive and nearly unlimit- 
ed. The typical site is a shallow coral gar- 
den bordering a usually steep drop-off. 

Only minutes from the resort dock is a 
site called the Abyss, a double lipped 
wall that begins in only 40 feet of water 
and extends beyond the limits of sport 
diving. Along the western side of the atoll, 
still close to the resort, are numerous 
spectacular wall dives. These include 
Captain’s Choice and Black Coral 
Forest—two sites that feature beautiful 
combinations of cascading corals and in- 
tricate sponges. These western drop-offs 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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Get Wet Madness ’97 


The sixth annual Get Wet Madness 
Diving Festival will be held August 1 to 
4 in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
There will be boat diving, a treasure 
hunt, various competitions, nitrox in- 
struction, equipment trials, a photo 
competition and more. 

For information, contact Jo’s Dive 
Shop at (902) 634-3443, fax (902) 634- 
9466 or e-mail jodive@tallships.is 
tar.ca, = 


International Society of 
Aquatic Medicine 


The 5th annual family meeting of ISAM 
will be held August 2 to 9 at Plaza Resort 
Bonaire. Thirty hours of Category Il CME 
credit will be available from the University 
of Tennessee, School of Medicine. 

For information or reservations, con- 
tact Alan E. Thomas, M.D. at (91 Q) 452- 
1452 . = 


1997 Nikonos Shootouts 


The always popular Nikonos Shoot- 
outs are scheduled for August 8 to 17 in 
Key Largo, Florida and September 13 
to 20 on Curacao. The events are open 
to photographers of all levels and feature 
thousands of dollars in prizes. 

For information, call WaterHouse 
Photo Tours at (800) 272-9122; fax (805) 
452-2228 or e-mail phototours@aol. 
Com, = 


Destination Diving 


Destination Diving will be held 
August 15 to 17 just outside the 
UnderWater World aquarium at Pier 39 
in San Francisco, California. This event 
will feature a variety of booths, demon- 
strations and exhibits about the local 
marine life and environment. Exhibitors 
will also include manufacturers, desti- 
nations, dive shops and more. Ad- 
mission Is free. 

For information, contact UnderWater 
World at gee 623- 9323; fax (415) 628- 
5324, >i 


Dive Rescue Team Challenge 


The Southern Kentucky Association of 
Public Safety Divers will soonsor the Dive 
Rescue Team Challenge August 23 to 
24 at Nolin Lake Reservoir, Edmonson 
County, Kentucky. An awards ceremony 
will follow the competition. 

For information, contact Jeff Pearson 
at (502) 746-9478, Steve Woods at 
(502) 622-2057, Bob Sanborne at (502) 
781-6437 or Jeff Thomas at (502) 651- 


6607; e-mail jmthomas@glasgow- 


ky.com, = 






Pearl Lake Specialty Course 


Pearl Lake, South Beloit, Illinois, in co- 
operation with participating area dive 
shops, will offer an Underwater Archae- 
ology Research Diver Specialty course 
and workshop September 20. The 
course will be conducted by David 
Cooper, an underwater archaeologist for 
the State of Wisconsin with Richard 
Boyd, Ph.D. Pre-registration prior to 
August 31 is required. 

For information, contact Greg Kent at 
(414) 363-9874 or Pearl Lake at (815) 
389-1479. = 


Diver’s Safety Weekend 
Southpoint Divers of Key West, 


Florida, will present the second annual 


Diver’s Safety Weekend fundraiser 
September 27 to 28. The event in- 


cludes a 5K run and various diver safety 


courses. Prizes will be given away. 

For information, call (800) 891-DIVE, 
fax (305) 296-6888 or e-mail South 
point@aol.com. = 


Titanic Exhibit in Memphis 
~The Memphis Pyramid will exhibit 
more than 300 artifacts recovered from 
the wreck of the Jitanic through Sep- 
tember 30. 
For information, please call (800) 2- 
MEMPHIS. = 


Cayman Madness 1997 


Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd. and Carib- 
bean Dive Tours have teamed up again 
to offer divers another chance to expe- 
rience a value packed “dive and party 
package” at ’70s prices September 11 
through October 23. Cayman Mad- 


ness ’97 is an eight day/seven night 


(Thursday through Thursday) dive vaca- 
tion package that features a full pro- 
gram of activities, social events and 
chances to win hundreds of prizes. In 
addition to airfare and accommoda- 
tions, the package price includes six 
days of diving, a dance, rum punch/ 


steel band party, BBQ, U/W treasure 


hunt and cookout, free equipment test 
dives, free use of Nikonos V cameras 
and strobes and more. The event is lim- 
ited to 150 divers per week. 

For more information, call Caribbean 
Dive Tours at (800) 786-3483 or fax (770) 
565-0129, = 


i : if ouhave a diving related event Ae “aos 


SRS 








IT IS SAID THE SEA HAS MANY MOODS. THEIR PERSONAL 
FAVORITE IS THE CRAZY-PSYCHO-KILLER-UNDERNEATH- 
YOUR-BED ONE. 1: is a tribal ritual. A primordial beckoning that calls the twelve Tsunami 
Rangers back to the sea over and over again to be battered by the waves and the rocks and the angry 


tides. it is the kind of intense love of adventure and water you'll find on the Outdoor Life Network 





from 





every week, Watch “Western Kayaker,’ a vital guide filled with real-life stories, tips and ad 





the world’s most noted experts. And for the ultimate in water sports, feel the spray at the U.S. National 


Whitewater Championships and U.S. Windsurfing Nationals as the best of the best compete for glory. 
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DIVE COMPUTERS 


Oceanic’s 
Datalrans 





Plus 


POEL ESS DARA FHI GAS 
INTEGRATION AND NITROX 


COMPATIBILITY 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


here are so many advanced features 
built into Oceanic's incredibly versa- 
tile DataTrans Plus computer, it's hard to 
decide which is most important. Is it 
hoseless breathing gas monitoring? 
Nitrox compatibility? High altitude versa- 
tility? Customized calculations and dis- 
play selections? Your cue should come 
from the computer itself: Left to its own 
devices, the Plus always chooses the 
most conservative parameters for calcu- 
lation. Beyond that, whenever there is a 
choice of displays, limits or even warn- 
ings, the computer always selects those 
with the most urgent need. Prioritization 
is the key feature—and your safety is the 
first priority of the DataTrans Plus. 
SAFETY: While all dive computers ex- 
tend overall bottom time by calculating 
multi-level dive profiles, the DataTrans 
Plus goes way beyond that. It monitors 
nearly every aspect of your current diving 
day, constantly calculating and display- 
ing limits, and 
warning you 
with audible 
beeps as well 
as easy to read 
characters and 
numerals, 
graphic’ dis- 
plays and flash- 
ing warnings. If 
you pay the 
slightest atten- 
tion, you can 
see how your 
dive is progressing and know well ahead 
of time when you are approaching a 
questionable or dangerous situation. If 
you ignore this information, the Plus will 
demand your attention with the warnings 
mentioned, then steer you out of danger. 
The computer incorporates an extend- 
ed depth algorithm that will continue full 
operation down to 330 feet. However, 
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Right: The DataTrans Plus (shown in self-test mode ) offers 
personalized dive control. Below left: This small transmitter 


sends scuba tank pressure data to the computer. 


COMPARISON OF OCEANIC NITROX DIVE COMPUTERS 


Model DataTrans Plus Data Plus 

Price $925 $449.95 (Navcon) 
$399.95 (Combo) 
$339.95 (wrist mount) 
$329.95 (module) 

Case Zytel 70G-33L Zytel 70G-33L 

Weigh final 3 ounoes (mode 


Configuration 


Depth Range 


Flashing bar graph 
and audible beep 


Rate of Ascent 
Warning 





Wrist unit or BC Transit Clip 


0-330 feet 





Available in two consoles, as a wrist unit 
orasamodule 


0-330 feet 
Flashing bar graph 





Decompression 
Stops 


Battery 
Power 


Activation 


Remarks 





Icons and numerical displays of current depth, 
stop depth/time (10 to 60 ft.), total ascent time, 
breathing gas time remaining, tank pressure 


One, 4 AA 3.6 volt lithium battery, 
user replaceable 


Can be used for air dives or nitrox mixtures 
containing from 21 to 50% oxygen. Air 
integrated yet hoseless. The wrist mounted 







icons and numerical displays of current 
depth, stop depth/time (10 to 60 ft.), 
total ascent time 


Two 3 volt lithium cells, 
user replaceable 


Press button 


An entry level computer that can be used for 
both air dives or nitrox mixtures containing 
from 21 to 50% oxygen. Super easy to use, 


receiver gets signals from a transmitter 


mounted on the regulator first stage. User 


selection of meters or feet and 1 of 5 lang 


Icons, numbers and bar graphs relay a wealth 


there’s only one control button. Logs and 
displays last 12 dives; last 25 can be down- 
loaded to a PC. Exceptionally compact 

and lightweight. 


uages. 


of easy to read information. Breathing gas 


and depth alarm set points. 


such capabilities, including decompres- 
sion calculations, are provided for emer- 
gency use only. The DataTrans Plus is in- 
tended for use by recreational divers and 
not for planned decompression diving or 
extreme depths. 

HOSELESS BREATHING GAS INTEGRATION: 
A large portion of the data vital to a diver 
concerns the breathing gas in his or her 
tank. The DataTrans Plus constantly 
monitors your breathing supply, displays 
the pressure remaining digitally, and cal- 
culates breathing gas time remaining, 
based on your current usage and depth. 


All of this is accomplished without any 
physical connection to that breathing gas 
supply. A small transmitter screws into a 
high pressure port on your regulator first 
stage and constantly broadcasts tank 
pressure to the computer. (Oceanic's 
DX3 integrated regulator first stage has a 
built-in transmitter.) Each computer and 
transmitter have a very specific frequen- 
cy, So you'll never have to worry about 
crossing data with other DataTrans Plus 
divers. For safety and convenience, the 
Plus can also be operated without the 

(Continued on Page 46) 




















GREAT DIVING 


arge animal encounters are our specialty, 








[enjoy a magical Open ocean experience on our 


dolphin dive, or watch sharks being 
hand fed at Shark Junction. 


Awesome wreck and reef diving! 
You'll never forget your dive on Theo's Wreck, 
an intact 230’ freighter resting at the edge of a 


dramatic vertical wall, 


TAE STAFF 


Our staff are professionals from around the 





world and specialize infun and safety first: 
diving. We're dedicated to 


your enjoyment! 


Over 
30 Years 


_— 


it Fi 


Delivering The Worlds. <>. 


Most Exciting Diving Adventures! ) 


1-800-992-DIVE — 
or 1-954-351-9889 


www.unexso.com 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS/ SOCIETY 


™ 











Grand Bahama Island 
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Grand Cayman 








Fisheye Photo & Video, Grand Cayman 


Fisheye, Cayman’s friendliest dive shop, is the islands leader in Photo/Dive services. 
Aboard new, state of the art boats, small groups of divers and photographers are treat- 
ed to the finest Cayman experience. Our photo and video services are unrivaled with 
classes conducted every day of the year. We rent all types of photo and video equip- 
ment from simple-to-use snapshot cameras to the most sophisticated housed and RS 
systems. Our retail shop contains everything—sun tan cream to beach wear to jewelry, 
unique novelties and frameable prints. We can even help with airfare, accommodations 
and car rentals. So choose the best... choose Fisheye! Toll free reservations 
800-887-8569. Fisheye of Cayman, P.O. Box 30076, SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
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UNLIMITED BOAT DIVING! With 7 custom dive boats, top-notch shoreline facilities 
and FREE tanks for shore diving, Parrots Landing is everything you need in a dive opera- 
tor. We tailor your dive vacation to suit your taste in dive adventure. Call 
1-800-448-0428 and ask about CAYMAN TO THE MAX! Direct (972) 235-0308. 
E-mail: parrotslanding@worldnet.att.net. 
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Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd., Grand Cayman 


“Bob Soto’s Diving is the Cinderella story of resort diving services,” according 
to Skin Diver Magazine. Cayman’s only PAD! 5 Star Development Center, Bob 
Soto’s has more than 30 dive packages to choose from with preferential airfares, 
accommodations & dive options. Dive packages with accommodations, PP/Dbl, 
start as low as $299. Fly Cayman Airways, our national carrier. Complement 
superb Cayman diving with truly outstanding customer service. Repeat customers 
rate our dive experts #1 in friendly, professional service. It all starts with only One 
Call to our Reservations Hotline. 1-800-BOB SOTO. Fax: (345) 949-8731. 
E-mail : bobsotos@candw.ky 
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Hyatt Hotels, Grand Cayman 


Discover the island’s most complete resort, centerpiece to world-class service 
and all that Grand Cayman has to offer. Located on the 90-acre Britannia golf club, 
this 236 deluxe room resort offers exclusive villas, private Beach Club, marina and 
public ferry to Rum Point Beach. Dive packages and an on-property water sports 
facility are available. Complete diving, snorkeling and water sports service through 
Red Sail Sports. Call 1-800-233-1234. 
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Southern Cross Club, Little Cayman 


The Caribbean the way it used to be - secluded and undisturbed. Step from your 


private oceanfront beach cottage onto one of our comfortable dive boats, Coral Star | 


and Coral Sun. Experience Little Cayman with a maximum of ten (10) divers per boat. 
IANTD Nitrox facility - Learn Nitrox Here. Res/info: (800) 899-CLUB (2582) 
E-mail: scc@candw.ky home page: http://scubacentral.com/scc.html. 
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Discovery Point Club, Grand Cayman 
“Where your vacation dreams become a reality” 


Located directly on our famous Seven Mile Beach, enjoy your luxurious getaway in 
a one or two-bedroom oceanfront condo, or a garden view studio. Relax on your 
screened patio and enjoy the tropical island atmosphere. Our freshwater pool and 
jacuzzi are located on the beach where you can experience Grand Cayman’s 
spectacular sunsets...truly unforgettable evenings. P.O. Box 439, West Bay, Grand 
Cayman, BWI. Phone : 345-945-4724; fax : 345-945-5051. 
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Almond Beach Hideaways, Cayman Brac 


Unspoiled Cayman Brac’s newest deluxe accommodations—designed by divers for 
divers. Spacious two-bedroom villas, fully-equipped, air conditioned, on a secluded, 
palm-shaded, white sand beach. Dive our spectacular coral reefs just steps from your 
door! Superb dive vacation values start at only $638 per person. Includes 7 night villa 
lodging and 5 days of world class diving on the colorful reefs and sheer dropoffs of the 
Brac and Little Cayman. Free brochure. Call 1-800-972-9795, fax 541-426-4863. 
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SCUBA SERVICES 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 
Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. 
Calico Jacks 

Capitol’s Surfside 
Capt. Marvin's 
Cayman Aggressor Ill 
Cayman Dive College 
Cayman Diving Lodge 
Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 
Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Crystal Clear Divers 
Dive Inn Ltd. 

Dive 'n Stuff 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster’s 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Indies Divers 
Neptune’s Realm 
Ocean Frontiers 

Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 

Parrots Landing 
Peter Milburn 
Quabbin Dives 
Quabo Dives 

Red Sail Sports 
Rivers Sport Divers 
Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 

Seven Mile Watersports 
Soto’s Cruises 
Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 
Tortuga Divers Ltd. 
Treasure Island Divers 


(800) 648-7748 
(800) 357-2121 

(800) 482-3483 
(800) BOB SOTO 
(345) 949-4373 
(800) 543-6828 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 949-4125 
(800) TLC-DIVE 

(345) 949-4729 
(345) 945-5586 
(345) 949-3410 
(345) 949-3873 
(345) 949-3730 
(800) 872-7552 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 

(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(800) 654-3130 
(345) 949-6444 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 947-7790 
(345) 947-6606 
(800) 448-0428 
(345) 945-5770 
(800) 238-6712 
(345) 945-4769 
(800) 255-6425 
(345) 949-1181 

(800) 767-0445 

(345) 949-3965 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(800) 854-4767 
(800) 748-8733 
(800) 872-7552 


Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech (345) 949-1700 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 

Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Little Cayrian Diver Il 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy’s 
Southern Cross Club 


(800) 544-2722 
(800)367-3484 
(800) 327-3835 


(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 





Red Sail Sports, Grand Cayman 


Diving is at its best with Red Sail Sports, now at three exciting locations (Hyatt and 
Westin on Seven Mile Beach and Rum Point on the north side of the island). Daily dive 
trips visit spectacular walls, reefs, and wrecks aboard custom dive boats boasting 
freshwater showers, restrooms, rinse tanks and more. Our scuba school offers a wide 
range of courses. Accessible for handicapped divers. Wide variety of packages 
including accommodations at the Hyatt, Westin, Grand Pavilion & Christopher 
Columbus Condominiums. Two new packages now available at Rum Point - Cayman 
Kai Resort and The Retreat condominiums. Call about our amazing fall special 
package - September through December. Reservations 1-800-255-6425. 
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Cayman Diving Lodge, East End, Grand Cayman 


Adventure diving at Grand Cayman’s untamed East End. Enjoy the best diving in the 
Cayman Islands! Small dedicated diving lodge located on our private beach. All services 
including dive operation on-site. All-inclusive packages. Open air bar & dining area. 
Escape the cruise crowds & tourist diving and live the Cayman of Yesterday. Our live-in 
staff will quickly become your friends and you will soon become part of our family. 
800-TLC-DIVE. Fax 806-798-7568. http://caymandivelodge.com. 
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U/W PHOTO & VIDEO Don Foster's, Grand Cayman 
GRAND CAYMAN 
Cathy Church (345) 949-7415 Don Foster’s Dive Cayman’s three 7 Mile Beach locations, including their newest at _ 


Fisheye of Cayman (800) 887-8569 
Ocean Photo Center (345) 949-6607 
Parrots Landing Photo Ctr (800) 448-0428 


the Holiday Inn Grand Cayman, offer an exciting variety of walls, wrecks, reefs, Stingray 
City and night dives. Boats depart from the beach at all locations with free pick-up avail- 
able. Watersports & retail shops, daily snorkel trips, Resort Courses, 


CAYMAN BRAC plus a complete U/W photo center compliment Don Foster’s services. 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo (345) 948-1340 For reservations, call 1-800-83-DIVER/(972) 722-2535; fax: (972) 722-6511; or 
Photo Tiara (345) 948-1553 E-mail: dfdus@airmail.net 

LITTLE CAYMAN | 


Underwater Images (345) 948-1033 
WATERSPORTS 


GRAND CAYMAN 

Abanks’ Watersports (345) 945-1444 
Atlantis Submarines (800) 887-8571 
Bayside Watersports (345) 949-3200 
Best Value Charters (345) 949-1603 
Black Princess Charters (345) 949-0400 
Blackbeard’s Nancy (345) 949-8988 


Blue Chip (345) 947-0184 
Capt. Bryan’s (345) 949-0038 
Capt. Crosby’s (345) 947-4049 


Capt. Gleason Ebanks (345) 945-2666 
Cali Wreck Snorkel (345) 949-6161 
Captain Marvin's (345) 945-4590 
Cayman Delight (345) 949-8111 
Cayman Mama (345) 916-1847 
Cayman Mermaid (345) 949-8100 
Cayman Skyriders (345) 945-5965 
Cayman Sunset (345) 949-3666 
Cayman Windsurf (345) 947-7492 
Charter Boat Hdq Ltd. (345) 945-4340 


Dallas Ebanks (345) 945-4340 
Emerald Eyes (345) 949-7181 
Ernie Ebanks (345) 945-4340 
Fantasea Tours (345) 949-2182 


Frank’s Watersports (345) 945-5491 
Gleason’s Watersports (345) 916-1502 
Island GirlCharters (345) 947-3029 
Jackie’s Watersports (345) 945-5791 
Jolly Rogers Cruises (345) 949-8534 
Just Fishin’ (345) 947-0113 
Kelly’s Watersports (345) 949-1193 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. (345) 949-6986 
Malcolm’s Watersports (345) 949-1323 
Ocean Safari, Ltd. (345) 947-9561 
Oh Boy Charters (345) 949-6341 
One Day ata Time (345) 947-2244 
Peacemaker Charters (345) 916-2478 
Planet Ocean (345) 949-9423 
Sailboards Caribbean (345) 949-1068 
Seaworld Explorer (345) 949-8534 


Standin’ Tall (345) 947-2348 
Stingray City (345) 949-9200 
Sundancer Cruises (345) 945-1726 
Wet & Wild (345) 949-9180 


Whittaker’s Sportfishing (345) 916-0944 


CAYMAN BRAC 


Capt. Edmund Bodden (345) 948-1228 
Capt. Frankie Bodden (345) 948-1428 


Capt. Lemuel Bodden (345) 948-1314 | 


Capt. SteveBodden (345) 948-2517 
Shelby’s Charter Boat (345) 948-0535 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Chip McCoy’s (345) 948-0026 
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Indies Suites/Indies Divers, Grand Cayman 


INDIES DIVERS offers a highly-personalized service on two custom-built dive 
boats serving the North and West Walls and Stingray City. 1 2-diver maximum, 
camera tables, video and photo services and illustrated dive briefings. Located at 


INDIES SUITES — Cayman’s only all-suites dive hotel. Accommodation/dive — a 


packages available. Call 1-800-654-3130. 
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Treasure Island Divers and Dive Inn 


North, South, East, West, Treasure Island Divers and Dive Inn offer trips to all four 
sides of the island. Our professional and friendly staff offer guided dives, or you can 
explore on your own with extended bottom times for computer dives. We have three 
custom 45 foot dive boats—so big you'll never feel crowded. We offer a full-service 
dive shop, lockers, video/photo services and a full range of educational courses from 
resort to full certification. We’re also a PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Call toll-free 
1-800-872-7552 for air, land and diving packages. Fax 954-351-9740. 
E-mail: tidivers@netrunner.com. 
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Brac Aquatics & Brac Caribbean, Cayman Brac 


Brac Aquatics, the island’s oldest & most experienced dive operator, has teamed up 
with Cayman Brac’s newest & by far finest full service luxury resort. We dive a vast 
variety of spectacular sites, including Little Cayman your way! Our prices & 
services will spoil you forever! Call for unbelievable packages & prices in hotels, 
villas, condos & private homes. Or, try the ultimate, LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II, a former 
90 foot mega-yacht. Very personalized with only 10 divers maximum in 
5 cabins, each with private head & shower. BRAC AQUATICS, P.O. Box 273781, 
Tampa, FL 33688-3781. Or call: 1-800-544-2722;813-962-2236 or 
Fax: 813-264-2742. 


circle #425 on Reader Service Card 


Villas of the Galleon, Grand Cayman 


Villas of the Galleon Condominiums has received the top rating of “Excellent” by the 
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism for the second year in a row. Our condos are 
well appointed, Daily Maid Service except on Sunday. All units are fully equipped, 
Central A/C, T/V, Patios or Balconies. Each unit has a view of the renowned Seven Mile 
Beach. We offer 1, 2, and 3 bedroom condos. Perfect vacation spot for everyone 
whether you are on your honeymoon, a family reunion, singles, groups, we have the 
right condo for you. For more information call your travel agent or 345-945-4433 or 
fax 345-945-4705. 
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Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre & Galleries 


Cathy Church’s photo centres are the world’s best U/W photo centres. You'll be 
thrilled with your photos taken during a fun, afternoon U/W photo course or highly 
acclaimed eight day, full-service course May-August 1997. Private instruction with 
Cathy year round. Free mini-lesson and best prices on Nikonos, Sea & Sea and video 
rentals. Professional E-6 film processing and fast, reliable Nikonos repair. Visit our 
galleries of breathtaking photos at affordable prices. At Sunset House and Coconut 
Place, P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. Phone: (345) 949-7415, fax: (345) 949-9770. 
E-mail : Cathy@cathychurch.com. Visit our website at http://www.cathychurch.com. 


Sunset House, Grand Cayman 


Sunset House, known as Grand Cayman’s #1 hotel FOR divers BY divers, gives you 
everything you need for the perfect dive vacation: 6 custom dive boats, a full-service 
dive shop with 12 professional instructors, dedicated Scuba School, photo centre, 


restaurant, freshwater pool, jacuzzi and seaside thatched-roof bar/patio—all just a few = 


steps from your room. After an exciting dive at one of more than 150 available dive sites, 
you can relax over a tropical drink as you watch the sunset from our seaside patio. 


Package rates available. P.O. Box 479GT, Grand Cayman, BWI. Call 1-800-854-4767 or | 


345-949-7111. Fax: 345-949-7101. 
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Coconut Harbour, Grand Cayman 


Waterfront dive hotel overlooking the ocean and some of Cayman Islands’ most 
beautiful reefs. Fabulous shore diving and a variety of boat dives are available. Pool 
view and oceanfront studio apartments feature air-conditioning and kitchenettes. 
A restaurant, open-air bar, freshwater swimming pool, whirlpool, pro-dive shop are all 
on site. Call (800) 552-6281 or (345) 949-7468. 
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Eden Rock Diving Center, Grand Cayman 


The gateway to Cayman’s greatest natural wonder. Explore the tunnels and 
caves or glide over the coral. You'll find it miraculous that Eden Rock and Devils 
Grotto are so close to shore. 

Custom made dive packages are available that combine the best in boat and 
shore diving. You can make the choice of unlimited diving or an executive plan 
that offers a relaxed diving vacation. We offer a complete range of PADI, NAUI, 
BS-AC and SSI courses. 

Ph: 345-949-7243. Fax 345-949-0842. Internet edenrock@candw.ky. 
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Paradise Villas, Little Cayman 


Paradise Villas Resort is a full service resort that offers six oceanfront duplex 


cottages that line the shore, overlooking the water some fifty feet away. «me 


The Hungry Iguana Restaurant, serving tempting lunches and dinners daily, and 


Paradise Divers who will give you a taste of Little Cayman’s spectacular diving 4} 


experience. Call direct (809) 948-0001 or fax (809) 948-0002. 
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Reef Divers, Little Cayman & Brac Reef Beach Resorts 


Jacques Cousteau dubbed Bloody Bay Wall “the best site in the entire Caribbean,” 


and Fred Garth, Editor-in-Chief, Scuba Times Magazine states, “For a single dive site, © 
I'd say Bloody Bay Wall...it’s incredibly dramatic...” See for yourself! Dive Bloody Bay — 


Wall, the Capt. Keith Tibbetts Wreck, breathtaking walls and wrecks with prolific 


marine life. Photo Pros assist you to capture the magic and expert Divemasters guide — 
you. Reef Divers located on premise at each resort, has the newest fleet of custom © 


designed dive boats. The resorts feature all the latest amenities that keep guests 
coming back. Call 800-327-3538 or fax 813-323-8827. Website : www.braclittle.com. 
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Jil Foster International Real Estate 
A Successful Former Cayman Dive Operation Owner, Knowing the Needs of Divers 
With a Solid Reputation in Cayman’s Business Community. 
Jil Foster’s Latest Move is on Valuable Land: Seven Mile Beach to Rum Point 


Condominium-—Ocean/Canal Front-Marina & Watersports Commercial 


Tel: 345-945-2777. Fax : 345-945-2770. E-mail : jfoster@candw.ky. 
P.O. Box 30369, Seven Mile Beach, Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 
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To receive a FREE copy of 
the colorful 20-page 
1997 DIVE GUIDE, 
STINGRAY CITY 

| Oth Anniversary Video, 
and the all-new Cayman 
Islands Discount Book, 
send the enclosed reply 
card or mail your name 
and address to: 
CAYMANISLANDS 
DEPARTMENT OF” 
TOURISM = 
6100 Blue Lagoon Drive. 
Suite 150. | 
Miami. FL33126. 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


y man rac 


Grand Cayman CS 


GRAND CAYMAN 345-949-0623 


CHICAGO 847-678-6446 
HOUSTON 713-461-1317 
LOS ANGELES 213-738-1968 
. MIAMI 305-266-2300 
NEW YORK 212-682-5582 
CANADA | 416-485-1550 
SPAIN 93-414-0210 
GERMANY 69-60-320-94 
UNITED KINGDOM ___ 171-491-7771 
ITALY 02-4801-2068 
JAPAN ~~ 81-3-3546-1754 
FRANCE 1-53-424100 


~Those who 
know us. 
loveus.” 








Saving 
Your 


Flooded 
Nikonos V 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BOB WARKENTIN 


illiseconds after water (any amount 

from just a few droplets to a flood) 
hits the electronics of your Nikonos V 
they're fried. Fortunately, this isn't an 
electronic camera, it’s a mechanical 
camera with electronics. If the electronics 
are shot, you can still set it on M90 and 
take “the world’s greatest pictures.” 

After a flood, you generally have an 
hour or so (remove the batteries immedi- 
ately) to try and save the wet metal me- 
chanical parts. Your chances are vastly 
improved if you have a hair dryer. 

PREPARATION: Remove the lens, bat- 
tery cap, four screws and plastic cover 
over the electronics chamber and fire the 
camera (do not re-cock!) to close the rear 
shutter blades. If they are stuck open, 
hold the camera by the door hinge, hold 
down the shutter release button and 
strike the bottom of the camera on the 
palm of your other hand. If the rear 
blades won't close they may not be 
rinsed effectively. 

HOSE FLUSHING: Never totally sub- 
merge or turn the camera upside down 
under a faucet to flush/rinse the main 
chamber; water can enter the viewfinder, 
which can’t be serviced in the field. Keep 
the camera body upright with the back 
door open during flushing operations: 
Use a flexible garden or faucet hose with 
an orifice equal to or larger than the diam- 
eter of the battery compartment. (If the 
orifice is too small, water drains without 
entering the camera. So, cut a hole in the 
bottom of a film canister, slide the small 
hose inside and, presto, you have a larger 
orifice. Hold it tightly against the battery 
compartment opening and, with your 
paim over the lens opening, turn on the 
water (two to three minutes): The fresh 
water simply fills the inside, leaving no air 
pockets, and pushes saltwater out. 
(Note: Since alcohol or other liquids 
Cause damage, never use them!) 

PAN FLUSHING: Pan flushing is not as 
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Since the Nikonos V is a mechanical camera with electronics, it can still be used on M90 if 
serviced promptly after a flood. Above: The first step is always to dump out any saltwater! 





effective as hose flushing but is better 
than nothing. Set the camera upright, 
door open, in a quart pan. Slowly fill the 
pan until the water level just equals the 
top of the main electronics. Once all bub- 
bling (air pockets) stops, lift out the cam- 
era and drain the water into the pan. 
Repeat this process, then dump the pan 
water. Repeat this cycle three more 
times. Don’t shake the camera while It’s 
in the pan of water. If you have distilled 
water, use it for the final flush. 

Dryina: After you've poured out all the 
water, you must dry the camera immedi- 
ately; water left will rust metal! Whether 
professionally disassembled or rinsed in 
a pan, the drying of the watch-like parts 
can only be done safely and thoroughly 
by controlled evaporation. It cannot be 
done with high pressure air from a scuba 
tank; diesel oil fumes in a hot engine 
room; moist salt air on a sunny boat 
deck; or in an oven set on “warm.” Above 
33°F, liquid water slowly turns to water 
vapor. Increasing temperature/airflow 
gradually increases evaporation rate. 
Controlled evaporation slowly and safely 
warms the wet metal and plastic parts in 
a Nikonos. The water becomes water va- 
por, which rises from every crack and 





Left: Flushing with fresh water removes the 
saltwater. Hold the camera upright, with 
the backdoor open. Above: This is drying 
position one; with the backdoor open and 
the shutter release holding up the film plate. 


crevice and is removed by the continu- 
ous flow of warm air from the hair dryer. 

I've found a two speed 1,200 watt hair 
dryer works best. | use the lowest warm 
setting and hold it at least 12 inches from 
the camera. (If your hair dryer is hotter, 
you'll have to figure distance, setting and 
times yourself!) Place a small cardboard 
box sideways and set the camera at the 
mouth of the open box. This results in 
twice the flow of warm air (in and then 
out) for the time invested. Warm for 10 to 
15 minutes as follows: 

1. Camera face down, base facing dry- 
er, door open and film plate held up (us- 
ing the tip of the film advance lever). 

2. Camera upright, back facing dryer, 
open as above. 

3. Camera upright, lens opening facing 
dryer, open as above. 

Now, mechanically operate (if possi- 
ble) the camera, checking first for signs 
of moisture (if found, repeat each drying 
position another five minutes). Cool for 
five to ten minutes, then use a dummy roll 
of film and run it through twice to check 
all the film transport mechanics. Add bat- 
teries and repeat. 

Now you must worry about why your 
flood happened! = 





Engineered & 
Manufactured 
by Technisub 





The flexible spoon channels 

the water during the power 

stroke for maximum forward 
propulsion. 





Compound ib Insets add 

eneroy fo fhe power stroke 

and prevent over-kicking. 
Available in Black/Silver, 
Silver/Lime, Black/Lime, 


Black/Purple/Rasp, 
ail Blue, all Black. 






















THIS 1S NOT A FIN 
IT’S A GREAT IDEA?! 


Dive smarter, not harder. You want maximum thrust from your fin with minimum effort. 
To achieve this optimum, three high-tech ideas were captured in the tri-material Idea*® 
fin. 


1. The Spoon Effect 

The heart of the fin is the central “spoon” portion of the Idea’. It works by controlling 
the direction of thrust and by reducing the wasted effort caused by water spilling off the 
side of the fin. It is made of soft, elastic technopolymer specially shaped and ribbed for 
maximum diving performance. The Idea*s structure is designed to withstand the high 
thrust of the spoon and to control the spoon’s shape. 
2. Variable Fin Geometry 

Divers use different muscles in the down kick and the up kick portions of the kick 
cycle. In the down kick (power stroke) the spoon channels water to the center for 
maximum thrust and reduces side slip and fluttering. In the up kick the large side ribs 
stabilize the fins, yet allow the specially-shaped fin tips to flex. This flexing reduces the 
effort needed to return the fins to the beginning of the power stroke. 
3. Compound Rib Insets 

Another innovation can be seen on the underside of the Idea? fin. The unique hollow 
rips are filled with a highly elastic rubber compound. The rubber acts as an internal spring 
to add energy to the power stroke without the penalty of high weight. 


The combined result is a fin that works hard for you by storing and releasing power 
effectively. A high-tech, lightweight fin with unmatched efficiency in converting power 
into thrust. 

SeaQuest, Inc. 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
760-438-1101 fax: 760-438-3142 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Sea Quest product purchased via mail, telephone order or elec- 
tronically are purchases from a non-authorized dealer and WILL { 
NOT BE COVERED UNDER OUR FACTORY WARRANTY. 


sealfuest 
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he ocean is flat, calm and blue; the cobalt sky is lightly dust- 

ed with white powder puffs of cloud. In every direction, small 

islets crowned with coconut palms sit only a few feet above the 
waterline. The water below is crystalline, revealing jumbled reefs 
in the pink and fawn pastels of living corals. This is the tropical 
sea of your imagination, unspoiled and re- 
mote. This isn’t imagination, however, it’s 
very real, indeed. It’s the Maldives. 

In the warm Indian Ocean, the Maldives 
chain is a 500 mile long stretch of coral 
atolls, 26 in all, that dot an otherwise 

smooth, featureless sea. More than 1,000 

islands, each surrounded by clear nutri- 
> ent-rich waters, form a vast, living 
“ x marine world that is unique in its 





North ¢5% » complexity, diversity and vibrant 

Male ~ % collectionof marine species. 
ae eae Especially for the under- 
a < Male = water photographer, the 
Poca dl fe; Maldives’ qualities—very 
. i z Ari of South clear water; long periods of 
4 a ‘ Male glassy seas; big animals, 
et such as mantas, sharks, 
Tae _&. Felidhu turtles and Napoleon 
ee — Wrasse; miles and miles 
— “ete (Of intricate, healthy coral reefs 
Ge or. covered by hard corals, soft 
a on u corals and clouds of reef tropi- 
he cals—combine to give it its rank as 
The Maldives best all-around in the world of dive 


destinations. 

The Maldives nave long been a favorite of Europeans, with 
diving centered around some 80 small resorts, each on its own 
private island, that are scattered throughout the archipelago. 
For the more adventurous, there has also been a fleet of econ- 
omy live-aboards, with bunk-style accommodations, limited 
water and few of the amenities and dive services Americans 
are used to. 
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Top: with fish and invertebrates, 
are a Matdives hallmai elow: A Blue-faced Angeifish. 


That has all changed recently, however, with two live-aboards 
providing a degree of service and comfort to rival live-aboards 
anywhere. They also have an extended range to access an area 
spread over hundreds of miles, visiting exotic, seldom dived atolls 
that are absolutely pristine, true marvels of nature’s handiwork. 





AVEL 
4 iLANCE 
The Maldives are 
best known for: 


MANTHIRI 

A favorite of Maldives divers for the 
past three years, the Manthiri just un- 
derwent a complete refurbishing and 
expansion. The 85 foot craft, stable 
and fully air-conditioned, was already 
a comfortable, efficient dive vessel but 
the addition of a huge salon and upper 


¢ Clear, calm water 

* Abundant big animal 
encounters—Mantas, 
sharks, turtles, etc. 

* Clouds of reef tropicals 


sundeck has made it even more so. : ue hard/soft 
The six cabins—four twins andtwo gu apn dives 


doubles—are large, each with private 

bath and independently controlled air-conditioning. A crew of 
ten provides a surprising degree of service. Meals are healthy, 
with excellently prepared American and local foods (the tuna 
curry, one of the staples of Maldivian cooking, is outstanding) in 





Packages Start 


‘327°? 


3 nights 


from Apr. 2 - Dec. 21, 1997 





Elegant Resort ¢ Fantastic Dive Facility « Easily Accessible ¢ Exceptional Valuc 
Wallis ¢ Reefs ¢ Wrecks ¢ Movie Sites ¢ Sharks ¢ Out Island Seafaris 





THE FANTASTIC 
MALDIVES 


copious amounts. While you're not eat- 
ing, sleeping or diving, there are videos, 
Indian television and a small library, all 
available in the salon, which has couch- 
es, Chairs and tables that are also used 
for camera assembly. Electric power is 
available in both 110 and 220 volts. 

Two PADI divemasters supervise the 
diving; Anmed Manik, Manthiri’s head 
divemaster, is one of the Maldives’ most 
knowledgeable guides, having explored 





the islands’ reef systems for many years. 
Manthiri’s standard charters are ten 
days long. 


MADIVARU 7 

The newest boat serving the Maldives 
is the Madivaru 7. Built in distinctive 
Maldivian style, it is acomfortable, 100 
foot long vessel with eight independently 
air-conditioned cabins, each with a dou- 
ble bunk below and single above, and pri- 
vate bath. Intricate woodworking 
throughout the ship creates an attractive, 
luxurious atmosphere. 

The cozy salon has dining tables, tele- 





yen Pie & Week-long Super Courses 
pee Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Brochure 
Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
cs memorable dive/photo vacation. 
Join our fun-loving group in: 
e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘97 
* Fiji May ‘96 ¢ Papua, New Guinea Oct ‘98 - both 
aboard luxurious new dive boats 
* Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki March, 
April & Aug. ‘97 and ‘98 
Includes free hot. co rsel 


Week Long 


May thro 
At Cathy Churel 
Also! Half Day U/W Photo 


Fd To receive a copy of the 
all of our trips and course 
P.O. Box 479, Grand C. 


Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre & Galleries 


ae 345-949-7415 © Fax 345-949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
http://www.cathychurch.com 


For a free brochure of Cathy's Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 200-934-3661 


Commercial Diving (Ss a 
roe Py err etiracy Pele | al =) ge 


Ly ale | ot om Lol t] a 5 today at 
VERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


For more than a quarter ofa 
rey com we have provided a 
comprehensive training 
program: U/W welding & 
burning, Haz-Mat, NDT 
“ae U/W TV, photo & 
ROV, hot water systems, 
hydraulic tools, and rigging. 


Call today for yo 634. career asay 
pc I 500-6 


In Seattle, WA : iE 783-5542 

e-mail: dit@wolfenet.com 
Check out our new website at: 
htto://www.diveweb.com/dit 
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vision/VCR and soft couches. Meals are 
served buffetstyle, with European (espe- 
cially Italian), American and local cuisine. 
On the expansive main deck, there’s 
plenty of room for sunbathing or shaded 
relaxation under a canopy; a large cam- 
era prep and storage table and E-6 pro- 
cessing system occupy the center. 

Like Manthiri, Madivaru 7 is designed 
for the American market and has both 
110 and 220 volt electricity in each cab- 
in. Acrew of seven provides a level of 
service that compares with the world’s 
finest live-aboards. Diving is supervised 
by the ship’s chief, Salvo Cacciola, and 
two PADI instructors, Danielo Bergoni 
and Tim Cole. Charters are either 10 or 
14 days long. 





The 85 foot Manthiri. 


Both Manthin and Madivaru 7 conduct 
diving from local dhoni craft. Each diver 
has an under the seat basket for dive 
gear, which stays on the dhoni through- 
out the trio. A crew of three on each 
dhoni helps set up gear and gets divers 
in and out of the water. 


DIVING THE MALDIVES 

Both ships dive similar areas, covering 
a circuitous route chiefly through the 
southern Maldives, extending more than 
200 miles. Dives are normally conducted 
at Male, South Male, Vavu, Felidhoo, 
Vattaru, Rasdoo and Ari Atolls, with spe- 
cial visits to distant Muloc Atoll and Baa 
in the north. Because of the vast area 
dived, there are literally hundreds of 
sites. 

One fantastic spot is called Embudoo 
Express. The dive starts on a sloping 
outer reef face, where pelagics—espe- 
cially big tuna—cruise back and forth. 
Eagle Rays are frequently seen and, like 
most Maldives sites, turtles, completely 
unafraid of divers, are practically every- 
where. At the point of a huge channel, 














SUPER C-LITE Hx & HR 


Alkaline € Rechargeable Models. 


The Super C-Lite series lites are six cell 
versions of the indestructible Mini C- 
Lites. These small lightweight lights pro- 
vide very high intensity. The feature a 
unique folding switch with lock. A stain- 
less steel clip is provided for easy attach- 
ment to any belt. 

The Super C-Lite Hx provides outstand- 
ing intensity at a very realistic price. It uti- 
lizes six "C" cell alkaline batteries. The 
large reflector produces an outstanding 
beam pattern. 

The ultra-intense 18 watt rechargeable 
Super C-Lite HR incorporates ni-cad bat- 
teries to provide a penetrating wide beam 
with intense center spot. The compact size 
and lightweight make this lite ideal for the 
traveling diver. 110/220v 6 hour charger is 
included. 





MODULAR SUPER-LITE 


Super 25 watt intensity. 

This light produces a magnificent wide , 
bright beam illuminating distant objects 
night or day in clear water. Utilizes a 6 volt 
halogen bulb, combined with industrial 
grade ni-cad battery module for maximum 
brightness and burn time of 1.25 hours. 
Pistol and lantern grip handles provided. 

Modular design affords easy conversion 
of this hand-held dive lite into a video 
cinema light. 


BALL SOCKET 
ARM SYSTEM 


Arm System incorporates 
articulating arm with quick 
release handle. 
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The versatile Ball Socket Arm system 
improves upon other ball socket 
designs and incorporates a quick- 
release handle. 

Removable at the push of a button, 
the contoured rubber grip offers easy 
one-hand control when hand holding 
the strobe and remounting without 
changing the original adjustment. 
Larger aluminum ball diameter, thicker 
clamp plates, and large wing nuts pro- 
vide vastly greater holding power. 






Modular components allow 
you to create a video cinema 
light or a superior hand held 
dive light. 


VIDEO-LITE 45 


The Video-Lite 45 sports a 50 watt 
primary lamp with ultra-wide 100° 
coverage and 3400° color temperature for 


video use. Also includes a built-in 6 watt: 


modeling/diving light which is ideal for 
night use when not filming. Features 
industrial grade ni-cad battery pack and 
adjustable 30cm (12") mounting arm. 
Converts to Modular Super-Lite. 


Ask Your Local Dive Shop! 


IKELITE Underwater Systems * 50 W 33rd St. * Indianapolis, IN 46208 * 317.923.4523 : 
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MACRO MOUNT 


Specifically designed for the Nikonos. 


Mount the Substrobe 50 directly to the 
Nikonos IV/V camera for easy macro light- 
ing. Especially cconvenient with 1:1, 1:2 or 
1:3 extensions tubes and framers. Features 
Nikonos shoe mount, ball clamp, and 
strobe mount. 

The small, compact size of the 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) makes it ideal for 
macro photography while powerful 
enough to illuminate and cover 28mm 
wide angle lenses. 





EXTENSION 
TUBES & FRAP 


Use the Nikonos 35mm lens ¢o its ful 
macro potential. 










Lightweight, corrosive-proof, molded 
Extension..Tubes with easily removable 
_black stainless steel framers. 
Reproduction ratios available. 9. 
Life size 1:1 : “ <a 
~ One-half life size 1.2 
One-third life size 1:3 














P More than 100 Black Tip, Caribbt 
swirl before you as ne feedAty) 


? 10 Btn from ourdock Night aay wreck divess 


float dive are also available. 


All dive ackanes include our 

shark dive and warm buoyancy 

control work-shop. Stay four or 

more nights and get your open wate 
qualifying dives, or an upgrade {0 PADI 


sur superb dive sites mending 
is Spanish Cannon Reef, all just 
light dives and a thrilling 


Advanced Open Water Diver, absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$360 pp 


janditionedt Room 


Departure Dives pending FI 4 
Schedules and Safety 
¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


e-mail: nealwatson@aolit 
internet: toes i 


DVENTURES AFFILIATE 


WaLKERS Cay 


“T6ll Free US 
800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABACO, BAHAMAS 


(qorccertveries 


alwatson.com/walkers.htm ° http://www.walkerscay.com 


© SD/AD 1997 





circle #331 on Reader Service Card 


BT ECCCUR AT ERG sites 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in a relaxing out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


888-962-7728 


US Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (242) 362-1964 

Fax: (242) 362-1198 
http://www.nealwatson.com/nassau.htm 
http://www.nassau-scuba-centre.com 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

e-mail: dive@nassau-scuba-centre.com 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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THE FANTASTIC 
MALDIVES 


divers encounter Whitetips and Gray Reef 
Sharks, then ride the brisk current up the 
channel for several miles, passing over- 
hangs loaded with soft corals, schooling 
Sweetlips and seemingly millions of reef 
tropicals of every description. 

A unique inner lagoon dive is the Ka- 
simo Wreck, named for the fishing boat 
that lies on a 70 foot sand bottom next to 
a cylindrical thila (obommie) that rises 
straight to the surface. Caves and over- 
hangs riddle the thila’s sides and are 
home to Longnosed Hawkfish, lionfish 
and many different species of angelfish, 
butterflyfish and triggerfish. A resident 
school of Batfish hovers over the wreck 
and, at one side of the thila, a field of 
hundreds of blue anemones creates a 
fairyland scene. 

Another of the Maldives’ very special 
dives is Manta Point, on distant Ari 
Atoll. At the end of the channel that spills 
over the wall at the edge of the lagoon, a 
soft coral covered slope falls into the 
depths. Huge schools of Surgeonfish 
and jacks mill about and, especially in the 
spring months, Mantas congregate, 
swooping and soaring as they feed on 
plankton carried through the channel. 
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Arguably, the Maldives’ best dive is at 
the outer edge of achannel, a place 
called Gurardhoo Kandu. The outside 
slope of the reef, covered with hard 
corals and pockets of gorgonians, drops 
steeply away. Turtles and very tame 
Napoleon Wrasse allow divers to come in 
close and at the point of the channel, at 
90 feet, there's a shark watching spot 
that rivals any in the world. Gray Reefs 
and Whitetips patrol back and forth and 
a resident school of gregarious Eagle 
Rays provides an opportunity for dramat- 
ic photographs. Around the point, the 
current sweeps in and the dive is finished 
with a swift ride past the channels’ sides. 
Grottos and caves are thick with thou- 
sands of soft corals and swarms of 
schooling fish—what a dive! 

With all this, the Maldives are undoubt- 
edly one of the great dive destinations in 
the world. And now, with Manthiri and 
Madivaru 7 extending an invitation to 
American divers, there’s no excuse; don’t 
miss the fantasy that is the Maldives. = 











LIGHTHOUSE REEF 
RESORT 
(Continued from Page 30) 


often begin in only 25 to 40 feet of water. 

Two exceptional breaks from the usual 
program occur weekly, weather permit- 
ting. The first is an afternoon tour of scenic 
Sandbore Caye, only minutes away by 
small boat. Sandbore has a small popula- 
tion of a few salty Belizean fishermen and 
a lighthouse keeper. The 80 foot steel 
frame lighthouse offers a breathtaking 
view of the island and the lagoon. 

A very special outing is the picnic day 
on Halfmoon Caye at the southern end of 
the atoll. We first stopped at the Great 
Blue Hole, the world’s largest ocean 
hole, nearly 800 feet in diameter and 
more than 400 feet deep. Inside, beneath 
the lip of the hole at a depth of 110 to 130 
feet, is a field of stalactites, some 30 feet 
long. Later, we dived a special site on the 
outside of Halfmoon Caye Wall, an area 
known to have some of the best wall div- 
ing in the entire Caribbean. In more than 
150 feet of visibility we swam through 
coral labyrinths decorated with every 
shape and color of sponge imaginable. 

After lunch, we visited the frigate and 
booby bird sanctuary at the western end 
of Halfmoon Caye. In the afternoon, on 
our way back, we stopped for a dive at 
Silver Caves. Here we photographed 
huge Barracuda and a very cooperative 
Hawksbill Turtle that stayed with us for 
nearly 15 minutes. 

A Lighthouse Reef adventure begins 
with a direct flight to Belize from several 
U.S. gateways aboard a TACA 767 or 





737 Boeing jet. From Belize International 
you will fly directly to the resort via Maya 
Airways. The usual stay is a one week, 
Saturday to Saturday dive filled package, 
including three meals a day. 

For information or reservations, call 
(800) 423-3114, (941) 489-6600, fax 
(941) 439-6667 or e-mail LARC1 @world 
net.att.net. => 





Dive St. Lucia 
tale Wyndham Way." 


operation to offer the ideal Dive Resort optio 
in St. Lucia at an unbeatable price. 


ST. LUCIA Call (800) 527-8150 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Toll Free—U.S. and Canada 


Local (954) 462-3400 « Fax (954) 462-4100 
http://www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.htm 


A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventures Affiliate E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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Freeport : 
Bahamas 


Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers up to 
4 dives daily including 
night dives, wrecks, 
hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction & 
rental. Enj Ake 


pp Pon RESORT AND MARINA 
954) 462-3400 

2165~ we pogo (Fax) 
XANADU (242) 382-3811 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES E.. PO, Box 21766, 


Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 


private beach, pool, 
tennis. We’re minutes 
from golf, casino & 


shopping. 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 


http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www.Bahamasvg.com/xanadudive.html « or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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OCEANIC’S 


DATATRANS PLUS 
(Continued from Page 32) 


transmitter, as a stand alone unit without 
air integration. 

NITROX COMPATIBILITY: [he DataTrans 
Plus can be used as an air computer or 
nitrox computer (thus the "Plus" in its 
name), so it’s the computer for everyone. 
You select the mode of operation before 
you dive, either choosing Air or a numeri- 
cal value for the percentage of oxygen in 
your nitrox mixture (between 21 and 50 
percent). 

When operating in Air mode, the 
DataTrans Plus makes its calculations at 
the 21 percent oxygen level (normal air). 
However, it will not display any oxygen 
related data or warnings. When the com- 
puter is set for a specific oxygen percent- 
age (even 21 percent), it will display oxy- 
gen related information, which includes 
an oxygen loading bar graph and any ap- 
plicable warnings. 

When planning a dive after one where 
the oxygen percentage was set greater 
than 21, you must reset the percentage 
to the current level. Otherwise, the 
DataTrans Plus defaults to an oxygen 
setting of 50 percent, which results in 
very conservative limits. Again, this 
computer just has your safety in mind. 

HIGH ALTITUDE VERSATILITY: The 





DataTrans Plus can be used at any alti- 
tude between sealevel and 14,000 feet. 
(Above 14,000 feet, the computer can't 
be activated. You will only receive a Too 
High warning.) Between 2,000 and 
14,000 feet, the computer automatical- 
ly adjusts its calculations for reduced 
no decompression and oxygen expo- 
sure times and figures your depths in 
fresh water instead of saltwater. To en- 
sure proper adjustment to altitude and 


USER COMMENTS 


Safety: ‘It's comforting to know the 
DataTrans Plus constantly monitors every facet 
of your dive day for safety and you can see the 
progression of such variables as tissue loading, 
oxygen accumulation and breathing gas time re- 
maining on the bar graphs. ”’ 

Personal adjustment: “| especially like 
that you can set your own alarm points for max- 


imum depth and breathing gas reserve.” 


time for self-diagnostics, the DataTrans 
Plus should be activated above the wa- 
ter. AS a Safety feature, it can't be acti- 
vated when submerged deeper than 
four feet. 

CUSTOM DISPLAYS AND ALARMS: At the 
time of activation, you can alter the 
DataTrans Plus displays. You can set the 


time and date and select the depth and 
tank pressure to be shown in meters and 
bars, or feet and psi. You can also set the 
aloha displays for English, Italian, 
German, Spanish or French. At this same 
time, you can set your personal alarm 
points for maximum depth and breathing 
gas reserve. 

The DataTrans Plus is set at the factory 
to display ambient temperature, elapsed 
dive time and maximum depth continu- 
ously during diving. You can turn this 
Alternate Display off, so these values ap- 
pear only when you press a button. 

DECOMPRESSION MODEL: [he Data- 
Trans Plus makes it calculations based 
on a modified Haldanean algorithm with 
12 theoretical tissue compartments. 
This computer model is actually more 
conservative than the U.S. Navy tables 
at maximum limits but extended bottom 
times become available because of the 
calculation of a multi-level profile. For 
maximum safety, the calculations and 
displays correspond to the "tissue" cur- 
rently having the most critical nitrogen 
saturation. 

DisPLay: [he DataTrans Plus offers an 
incredible amount of information, which 
appears in the high contrast LCD win- 
dow in various modes. This information 
is displayed in large, easy to read numer- 
als and alpha characters, highlighted by 
unique icons. When diving in low light 


Setting New Standards for Live-Aboard 


WINATRIP 


> 
Scuba Zoo- 
Coral Sea 


qSPOILSPORT 


Coral Sea—Australia 


Spectacular deep wall diving with 150 ft. 
visibility. Guaranteed shark action at Scuba Zoo 
plus the incredible Yongala Wreck. Australia’s 
most prestigious and comfortable live-aboard. 


OF ALIFETIME! 


CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE 


STARTING RATES 


$4 594 | 


G dive days | 
*4,860 | 


7 dive days 


“4,826 
$2,004 
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conditions, the window can be backlit at 
the press of. a button. This Oceanglo 
backlight evenly illuminates the entire 
display. 

GRAPHIC DIVER INTERFACE: Around the 
perimeter of the display window are five 
sequences of color coded bands (green 
for safe, yellow for caution, red for dan- 
ger). Combined with small bars or trian- 
gles that appear in the LCD window be- 
side these color bands, this creates the 
Graphic Diver Interface. As these bars or 
triangles increase in number, filling 
around the perimeter from green to yel- 
low to red, the diver can tell at a glance 
how the dive is progressing with regard 
to several important variables. 

TISSUE LOADING BAR GRAPH: Ex- 
tending around the upper left corner of 
the display in a clockwise direction is the 
patented Tissue Loading Bar Graph. As 
your most critical theoretical "tissue" fills 
with nitrogen, small bar segments fill 
around the corner, graphically indicating 
this nitrogen accumulation and, corre- 
spondingly, the relative no decompres- 
sion time remaining. If the bar segments 
are allowed to reach into the red Deco 
zone, you are in a decompression situa- 
tion and the DataTrans Plus display al- 
ters accordingly. 

OxYGEN ACCUMULATION BAR GRAPH: 
When you dive with a selected percent- 
age of oxygen (nitrox) from 21 to 50, the 


DataTrans Plus also displays the Oxygen 
Accumulation Bar Graph (patent pend- 
ing). This runs up the right side of the 
display and across the top in a counter- 
clockwise direction. As bar segments fill 
this zone, you can track the concentra- 
tion of oxygen accumulating (theoretical- 
ly) in our body. This can be for the cur- 
rent dive only or show the build-up from 
more than one dive in a 24 hour period. 

BREATHING GAS TIME REMAINING BAR 
GRAPH: Running along the bottom of the 
display window from right to left is the 
patented Breathing Gas Time Remaining 
Bar Graph. As bar segments fill this area, 
you can instantly see the approximate 
amount of dive time you have remaining 
as limited by your current breathing rate 
and pre-determined reserve. 

Of course, the DataTrans Plus also 
shows the dive time remaining numeri- 
cally but this number will be the shortest 
available (the most critical) among nitro- 
gen loading, oxygen accumulation and 
breathing time. Appearing with this num- 
ber will be the corresponding icon: a 
small clock above a wavy line and, below 
that, either a dive profile (nitrogen) ora 
scuba tank (breathing gas). If oxygen 
controls the calculations, nothing will ap- 
pear under the wavy line but O2 will 
show to the right of the time remaining. 

VARIABLE ASCENT RATE INDICATOR: On 
the lower right side of the display is the 





patented Variable Ascent Rate Indicator. 
Small triangles fill this zone from green to 
yellow to red as ascent rate increases, 
with red indicating anything over the 
maximum of 60 feet per minute. Upon 
reaching the red area, the triangles will 
flash as a warning. 

BREATHING GAS CONSUMPTION INDI- 
CaAToR: During the first 70 seconds of a 
dive, the DataTrans Plus monitors your 
breathing rate and establishes this as a 
standard for comparison throughout the 
rest of the dive (patented). Thereafter, as 
your breathing gas consumption increas- 
es or decreases, it will be graphically illus- 
trated at the bottom left of the display 
window on the Breathing Gas Consum- 
potion Indicator. (Small triangles fill from 
green to yellow to red.) 

SURFACE MODE: When the DataTrans 
Plus is activated, it goes thorough a self- 
diagnostic check. Assuming it has been 
linked to the transmitter and the scuba 
tank valve is open, it will then move into 
Surface Mode. Here it will display the 
tank pressure numerically, depth (00), 
temperature, time and surface time. It 
will also display separate low battery 
warnings for either the transmitter or 
computer. 

By pressing the two blue buttons in cor- 
rect sequences, you can move through 
several other modes, including FO2, Plan, 
Log, History, Set and External Access. 


Diving in Australia and Papua New Guinea 





Paradise Sport Combines the Best Diving and 


7 Best Vessel in Papua New Guinea. 





Choose Milne Bay for PNG’s best biodiversity if 


photographing rare exotic marine life excites you. 


Choose Kavieng, PNG’s Pelagic Capital, if you 


prefer the excitement of “big fish action” or being 


eye to eye with large silver tip sharks. 


BONUS Nitrox Safety. 
‘xtra Value. Extra a Safety. 









Mike Ball 





1-888-MIKE BALL 


U.S. Office hours 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Fax: 520-556-9598 
http://www.mikeball.com 

e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 






Paradise 
Sport combines 
the best diving and best 
vessel in PNG. 





OCEANIC’S 
DATATRANS PLUS 


FO2: In this mode you make your 
breathing gas selection, either Air ora 
percentage of oxygen from 21 to 50. 

PLAN: In this mode the computer 
scrolls the depth and time limits for the 
current mixture, nitrogen loading and 
oxygen accumulation. These are shown 
for depths from 30 to 160 feet (or less) in 
ten foot increments. 

Loa: In the Log Mode you can view im- 
portant data from your 12 most recent 
dives, including dive number, date and 
time of dive and all the other pertinent da- 
ta, including nitrogen loading and oxygen 
accumulation. 

History: The History Mode offers a 
summary of all your diving with the com- 
puter, including the total number of dives, 
total number of decompression dives, to- 
tal elapsed dive time, deepest maximum 
depth and total number of violation dives. 

Set: In this mode you adjust all your 
settings, such as time, date, alternate 
display, units of measure, alarm points, 
link code and language. 

EXTERNAL ACCESs: Using the optional 
Oceanlog infrared hardware and soft- 
ware, in this mode you can download da- 
ta from dives in your log to a PC. 

No DECOMPRESSION DIVING: When you 
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descend to a depth below five feet, the 
DataTrans Plus switches to No Decom- 
pression Diving Mode. Your scuba tank 
pressure will be displayed numerically 
along with your current depth and dive 
time remaining. All five graphic displays 
will activate, filling with triangles or bars 
as the dive progresses and ascents and 
breathing rates are tracked. As men- 
tioned, if the alternate display was 
switched on, temperature, elapsed dive 
time and maximum depth will also be 
shown. If not, these can be viewed by 
pressing a button. 

Should you approach decompression 
or another dangerous situation, the com- 
outer will alert you with a variety of audi- 
ble and visual warnings. In addition to 
other indicators, the most serious situa- 
tions result in flashing message box 
warnings that are hard to miss. These in- 
clude Violation, Gas Alarm, Exceeded 
Ceiling, Too Fast (ascent) and Too Deep. 
Should you find yourself in a situation 
where more than one of these warnings 
could be displayed, the computer will 
show the most urgent, in the hierarchy 
above. 

When major deviations from safe pro- 
files occur, there are several levels of 
Violation Mode (when the computer is 
unable to predict ascent procedures). 
The most serious of these is Gauge 
Mode, where the computer can offer no 


decompression or oxygen monitoring 
features for 24 hours. 

DECOMPRESSION DIVING: Should you 
accidentally find yourself exceeding the 
no decompression limits, the Data- 
Trans Plus will switch to Decom- 
pression Mode and guide you safely to 
the surface. Graphic displays continue 
to be shown, as do breathing gas and 
depth. Remaining dive time is now total 
ascent time, which includes all stop 
times required. Also displayed will be 
the next stop depth and time required 
there. These alternate with a Ceiling 
warning 

RETURN TO SURFACE: When you as- 
cend above a depth of three feet, the 
DataTrans Plus enters Surface Mode. If 
you descend within ten minutes, it is con- 
sidered part of the previous dive. After 
ten minutes at the surface, the computer 
displays surface interval time. The tissue 
loading and oxygen accumulation bar 
graphs will be shown along with temper- 
ature and time of day. All the surface ac- 
cessed modes are available, including 
Time to Fly. Twelve hours after the last 
dive, Surface Mode will disappear and 
Time to Fly will be displayed continuously 
for the next 12 hours, at which time the 
computer turns off. 

CoNcCLuSION: The DataTrans Plus of- 
fers an incredible level of personalized 
dive control, all with your safety as its first 


SEA OF CORTEZ 


wleleere de: Islands 


The 112 foot Solmar Vis the most luxurious 
live-aboard operating in Mexico. 


Based in Cabo San Lucas, the Solmar V 


offers trips in the summer to the Sea of 


Cortez and in the winter to the Socorro 
EES tel (Revillagigedos), the last 
unexplored diving legend of Mexico. 


Encounters with schooling Hammerheads, 


giant Mantas, whale sharks, sea lions and 


migratory whales are likely. Individuals, 


groups and private charters welcome. 


Call for more live-aboard info } 


Suites 


Provided 
by i 
Www. emiuesdeiial com 


1-800-344-3349 


(310) 459-9861. FAX : (310) 454-1686 
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concern. This information is clearly dis- 
played and procedures can be quickly 
learned following the well illustrated, 
comprehensive manual. If you're in the 
market for the cutting edge in dive com- 
puters, the DataTrans Plus deserves your 
careful consideration. It has a suggested 
retail price of $925. The optional Ocean- 
log hardware/software is $175. The 
computer has a two year limited warranty 
requiring an annual inspection. For more 
information, contact your nearest 
Oceanic dealer or Oceanic USA, 2002 
Davis Street, San Leandro, CA 94577- 
1211; (610) 562-0500 or fax (510) 569- 
5404. On the Internet, contact http:// 
www.oceanicusa.com. 
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MIAMI BEACH’S UNDERWATER THEME 
PARK: South Florida has 34 artificial 
reefs offshore and is the capital of 
recreational diving. Sharks in the shad- 
ows of acoral covered oil rig, Bar- 
racuda floating in a pile of radio towers, 
angelfish in the barrel of a 60 ton tank— 
these are some of the present attrac- 
tions in South Florida’s growing under- 
water theme park. 

The park, ranging in depth from 30 to 


200 feet, has added another attraction— 
a Miami Beach water tower. The City of 
Miami Beach water tower, originally on 
the southeastern corner of Alton Road 
and First Street, made the plunge in 
June, one and a half miles offshore 44th 
Street and Collins Avenue. 

The re-use of the tower as an artificial 
reef is an innovative way to recycle the 
structure. If offers significant potential 
marine recreation and tourism benefits to 
Miami Beach. Based on this potential, 
the Florida Department of Environmental 
protection (FDEP) awarded a $45,000 
grant for the construction of the reef pro- 
ject. In addition, local business and 
watersport interests, such as the Greater 
Miami Billfish Tournament, the Miami 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
DERM, pledged to donate an additional 
$42,000 for the project. 

The Miami Beach water tower was 
built in the late 1920s and used to boost 
water pressure in the southern portion 
of the city. The tower was permanently 
taken out of service in 1991. 

The Beyel Brothers Crane and Rig- 
ging Company constructed and de- 
ployed the water tower as an artificial 
reef at a cost of $87,000. It also provid- 
ed a 200 foot ship to erect and sink the 
water tower. The artificial reef was con- 
structed with the grant funds and dona- 
tions. == 


REEF WATCHERS Hawaii: Professional 
dive and snorkel tour guides, Casey 
Mahaney and Astrid Witte, have de- 
signed a pocket sized field guide with 
text and layout to make fish and marine 
critter identification affordable, informa- 
tive and fun. Called Reef Watchers 
Hawaii, it uses laymen’s terms to de- 
scribe each marine life family briefly in re- 
gard to behavior, feeding habits and nat- 
ural history. The reader will find it easy to 
look up each species’ common English 
name, as well as the scientific, Japanese 
and Hawaiian name. More than 100 
stunning photographs feature Hawaii's 
most spectacular and most commonly 
observed marine life in their natural envi- 
ronments. Also noted are the species 
that only occurs in Hawaii and venomous 
marinelife. 

Professional snorkel instructions, illus- 
trations and many helpful tips will prove 
invaluable for novice snorkelers as well as 
seasoned professionals looking for a 
teaching tool. 

Reef Watchers Hawaii is available 
through Blue Kirio Publishing (800) 863- ' 
2524, fax (808) 322-4021, e-mail casey 
m@interpac.net. The Web site is at http: 
//wWWW.anaserve.com/~bluekirio. Best 
Publishing also carries the book, contact 
this company at (800) 468-1055, fax 
(520) 526-0370. The book costs $9.95 
plus shipping and handling. = 
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Super Value Dive Pachages 


FREE! 


Breakfast Daily Per Person 
Unlimited Shore Diving 
Vucatanza T-shirt 


VALUE! 


10% Discount Hotel Food/Beverage Per Person 


50% Discount Car Rental Per Room 


Fron $299 priot./diver* 


BREWS 
a 7 Nights 
B 5 Days 

DY WAr are] 


$328 
$299 


+ 03/31 -08/31/97 
09/01 - 12/20/97 


Fron $329 pripot.sdiver* 
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03/31 -08/31/97 $349 
09/01-12/20/97 $329 


5 Days 
4 Nights 
3 Days 
Dar are) 


$574 
$549 


8 Days 
AX itches 
5 Days 
Diving 





10% Discount O/W Cert. With T.T.1. Voucher 
10% Discount O/W Referral With T.T.1. Voucher 


== Fiona "Tons he 


*Non-Diver/Single/Triple Rates Upon Request. 
* Valid U.S. Drivers License Required For Car Rental. 
* Valid C-Card Required For Diving. 
* Restrictions May Apply. * Price Subject to Change. 


1-800-711-4700 - 


(281) 855-6900 e E-mail : diver@neosoft.com 
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e Website : http://tropical.scubamaster.com 
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Visiting the 
Big Boys of 
Coco Island 
in Style 


BY STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY WAYNE HASSON 





Huge schools of Scalloped Hammerheads 
are a Coco Island featured attraction and 
Okeanos Aggressor specialty. 
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hy do | keep returning to Coco Island year after year? Because it always delivers 

the goods. Mind you, | can spend an entire week focusing on macro and be a 
happy diver. But a little excitement from encounters with the “big boys” is hard to turn 
down. The promise of a lot of excitement pulled me back to Costa Rica, onto the de- 
pendable Okeanos Aggressor, where | met with long-time friends and crew members 
before the journey to Shark Central—Coco Island. 

Sharks, of course, are a powerful magnet for today’s divers. Sharks were the “bad 
chaps” in the ocean when | started diving. Now they’re a must for divers on any trip. 
Coco Island has a resident 
school of Scalloped Hammer- 
heads; handsome, robust, six 
foot animals. Coco dive live- 
aboards know how to place 
their guests unobtrusively and 
quietly, so the Hammerheads 
will not be spooked and will 
cruise by just a few feet 
away for splendid photo Gulf of Mexico 
ops. Now, with the 
availability of Drager 
Atlantis | rebreather Cartbbean Sea 
units (which emit far Ao 
fewer bubbles to scare Coco Island Pesan 
off the sharks) on the 
Okeanos Aggressor, 
you may enjoy the big 
boys, eyeball to eyeball. Dirty 

Whitetip Reef Sharks are so ubiquitous Rock” 
the Coco diver soon becomes blasé about 
them. However, | lost my cool on the last 
trip, during a dusk dive. | found myself in 
the middle of a stampede of thousands of 
Whitetips, cruising over the shallow reef ina 
dense mass. 

Add to these encounters big Marble Rays 
galore, Manta Rays and Whale Sharks with 
encouraging frequency, and you have a rather Sample Route 
compelling dive experience ahead of you. Be Okeanos Aggressor 
forewarned: It might be too exciting for you! 
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YS-30 Duo NEW! 

An engineering triumph! The world’s smallest 
Cem lecwlamcalem oy-1isemeoym\celelmat-lalep Mmlie| uaa Coal 
Pye ololelaret) MN Myce) o\-m-lalomaal-melal\ melalcmeay-1' 
syncs for TTL in slave mode. Sea & Sea and 

Nii <olateseolanl ek-ldlol(omVrcmelalie [Ulemeler- Re] cq@elhaays 
Delivers 250 flashes, covers a 20mm lens. 
Perfect for multiple strobe applications. 





b Oso 40 DIUTo) 

Light years ahead of our time! The first strobe 
to automatically adapt for TTL with four and 
five pin connectors. Just select the appropriate 
user-replaceable sync cord. Features ultra wide 
105° beam, ready and TTL indicators on both 
Cre [mom allege) o\-mal-t-lemyAMnVelateRa@l-hSmirelianlal 
a compact package. 
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Photography USA 





2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L, Carlsbad, CA 92009. Phone 760-929-1909. Fax 760-929-0098. ANN 
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YS-60 NEW! 
This new version of the bestselling YS-50 has the 
expanded capabilities neophytes and pros need 
to master the light. Wider beam covers even a 
15mm lens and variable power modes (Full, 1/2 
elalem MEM Me)ge) re (-mue) e-] mart-(a com conlule(-m-lale (= 
image control. Available for Sea & Sea, Nikonos, 
and housed Nikon cameras. 
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YS-300 

A Rolls Royce of a flash for serious photographers 
with a wide 100° beam, three manual power 
modes (Full, 1/2, 1/4), slave and TTL modes. 
Incorporates acoustic and neon ready and TTL 
confirmation signals plus a separately-powered 
target light. Available for Sea & Sea, Nikonos, and 
housed Nikon cameras. 


“Under the sea, 
the quality 

ot lite can be 
illustrated 

best by the 
quality of light 
from a Sea & dea 
strobe.” 


Sea & Sea strobe user since 1981 


Whether You're a Prolessional 
Underwater Photographer 
or an Occasional One, There’s a 


Sea & Sea Strobe lor You. 
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OKEANOS AGGRESSOR 


| have always enjoyed getting to Costa 
Rica. Direct flights from Houston and 
Miami take you to the capital city of San 
Jose. This rich, green country is a happy 
land, sometimes called the Switzerland of 
Central America. It is visitor-friendly and 
so respected by its neighbors that it 
needs no standing army. It is economical- 
ly sound and has an interior of mountains, 
rain forests, rivers for rafting, volcanoes 
and well run national parks worth visiting 
after your dive tour. 

After an overnight in one of San 
Jose’s excellent hotels, Aggressor 


No. of Cruise 
Length Divers Length Price* 


Bay Islands 
Aggressor Ill 
Honduras 


Belize 

Cayman 
Aggressor Ill 
Cayman Islands 
Fiji Aggressor 
Fiji 


Galapagos 


Aggressors I/ll 
Ecuador 


Kona Aggressor Il | 
Hawaii , 


Okeanos Aggressor | 120’ 
Costa Rica | 


Palau Aggressor I] | 106’ 

Palau 

| Sere-Ni-Wai 1101’ 
a. 4 
TrukAggressor ll | 110’ 
Truk Lagoon | 
Turks & Caicos 1100’ 
A 

Turks & Caicos 





*Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan 
Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but there are also cruises offered at 
discount rates—ask when you book! 


guests are 
picked up and 
taken by bus 
two hours 





cruises are best 
south through oan rie < 
the mountains _* Marble and Manta Rays 
to Puntarenas, | «Large schools of 
the country’s Scalloped Hammerheads 
maior porton “seasonal Whale Sharks 
ee * Whitetip Reef Sharks 


the Pacific. 
There guests board the lovely converted 
yacht, the Okeanos Aggressor, and 
start the open ocean trip to Coco Island, 
which takes two nights and one day. 
Whales and pods of dolphins will be 
your fellow travelers. 

On the morning of the second day, 260 
miles from the mainland, you will sight the 
mountains of Coco. Dolphins regularly 


(Continued on Page 62) 
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TECHNIFACTS 


The Grunge Line 


Biter GROSS 


R ecreational diving can be almost 
anything a diver wants it to be. It can 
range from the undiluted pleasure of 
breath-hold (free) diving to the hard work 
(and it is hard work) of mixed gas diving. 
Regardless of the diving mode a definite 
pattern should be followed. 

For a Safe dive certain actions are in- 
volved in assembling and donning neces- 
sary equipment. Then there is the entry 
and descent followed by the dive at depth 
and, finally, a safe ascent to the surface. 
Regardless of the level of diving experi- 
ence, the condition of the water—what it 
is doing and how it may change—should 
be taken into consideration. This can be 
determined by reading the water. Simply 
defined, this means determining the pre- 
sent and future condition and how these 
will affect dive safety. 


READING THE WATER 
UNDERWATER 


It was suggested in previous Tech- 


nifacts that reading the water should start 
before the dive. It should be continued 
during preparation and while underwater. 
One of the clues to look for, both topside 
and underwater, is a debris line, called the 
grunge line by many divers. Topside this 
will look like a line of discolored foamy wa- 
ter containing floating debris (the grunge); 
usually material discarded by on-shore 
humanity. This indicates a definite change 
in the current at or under the grunge line 
and may become important to maintain- 
ing a safe dive pattern. A drastic change 
in the water temperature may also occur 


Surge can be a powerful source near 
shore. This diver’s bubbles are swept 
away by the surge while he finds 
shelter anda handhold-bebind rock. 





with a change in the current. Awareness 
is the key to successful interpretation of 
water conditions. 

There are several considerations when 
reading the water during a dive. Any 
change in the currents could be impor- 
tant to dive safety. Even in tropical, fairly 
clear water, a change in currents will be 
evidenced by a change in the water clari- 
ty. The grunge line will appear, usually at 
the limit of visibility, as a mass of discol- 
ored water. To determine the approxi- 
mate direction and rate of flow of the cur- 
rent, hold a handful of sandy-silt a couple 
of feet off the bottom and allow it to trick- 
le down. If it seems the grunge line is ap- 
proaching the dive site, it may be wise to 
plan for a change in the dive profile. 
Drastic changes in visibility and tempera- 
ture can sometimes occur with a change 
of water. 

Many other readings can be made 
during the dive. Be alert for indications of 
surge caused by ocean swells. Any kelp 
or other marine growth, as well as free 
swimming critters, will be washed back 
and forth with the surge. Also, sand and 
coral rubble may appear in shallow 
windrows. These will arrange themselves 
parallel to the face of the topside swell or 
underwater surge. As long as the diver 
can control the dive, surge is not consid- 
ered hazardous. In fact, surge may be 
used to accomplish some phases of the 
dive. Ride in a desired direction then get 
a hand-hold on the bottom and allow the 
surge to retreat. Repeat until you’ve gone 

(Continued on Page 91) 
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Granted— they use _ 
—heavy-duty-boats with 
upte-7S horsepower out 
board-motors- They needio— 
carty-wp to +O-divers ret 
gear, so thetrinflatables areBeyond 
the needs of the average consumer. 
But, the things that.makesntlatables 
ideal dive tenders4or these tve- 
aboards May motivate you-to-pur- 
chase a scaled-down inflatable as your 
personal dive Boat. 
Stasitiry: A small alurungnsor fiber- 
glass V-hull has to be loadéd carefully 
to properly distribute the payload. Too 
many divers on one side and ff could 
conceivably tin over. An inflatable [S$ far 
more forgiving because the sufface 
area of the’ pontoons and the low cen- 
ter of gravity keep it stable in the water. 
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Top: Snorkelers return to 
their QS300 after a day of 
adventure exploring The 
Bahamas’ shallow reefs. 
Above: A leisurely day in the 
Key Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary. This boat, the 
QS430, can be used for 
either snorkeling or diving. 
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EASE OF ENTRY/ExIT: This is where an 
inflatable truly excels as a dive platform. 
A simple backward roll off an inflatable is 
one of the easiest and safest dive entries 
possible. The freeboard is very low so 
the chance of a mask or regulator getting 
caught is minimal. And, in the event of 
the occasional collision with a body part, 
a rubber pontoon is far more forgiving 
than a hard hull. 

To enter an inflatable from the water, 
simply hand the tank and weights to the 
person on board or, if there is no one to 
help, attach a hose to the lifelines on the 
side of the boat and secure your gear 
there. Then, kick with your fins while you 
hoist yourself up and onto the pontoon. | 
find boarding an inflatable much easier 
than dealing with the small ladders typi- 
cal of 18 to 20 foot fiberglass boats. 

MANEUVERABILITY: An inflatable turns 
quickly and gets up to cruising speed 
very efficiently. This is a big help for the 

divemaster who has to keep track of divers who may surface far from the boat. 

Comrort: | have spent hours on inflatable boats at the Silver Banks of the 
Dominican Republic while photographing Humpback Whales. Even for extended ex- 
cursions from the mothership, the pontoons were comfortable and, when a whale ap- 
peared, it was easy to enter the water quietly and efficiently. 

One of the most amazing things | experienced while using inflatables for the Silver 
Banks adventure was hearing the Humpback’s song resonating through the pontoons 
and flooring. We were using a Quicksilver inflatable that day, the same boat | use back 
home, and it was then | learned to appreciate its cool silver tubes. Spending the entire 
day in the hot tropical sun, | found the light colored pontoons reflected the heat and 
were much more comfortable than.the black ones that absorb the heat. 

EASE OF ASSEMBLY/DISASSEMBLY: Another significant advantage of an inflatable is it 
can be easily disassembled for storage. Just open the valves, take out the floorboards 
and roll her up. For extended ocean crossings it is far easier to stow an inflatable than 
tow a fiberglass dive tender. 

A Quicksilver dealer can offer insight into the differences between the various mod- 





els, especially regarding the Sport, Air- 
deck, RhinoRib and RIB models. Each 
has a tough skin made of a tight weave, 
non-stretch Duratex 1000 denier poly- 
ester that resists cuts and abrasions, as 
well as damage from prolonged sun ex- 
posure. The seams are reinforced inside 
and out for greater strength. The Sport 
has an inflatable keel, which provides 
both top performance and ease of stor- 
age. The Airdeck eliminates the rigid 
floorboards for a 30 percent reduction in 
weight and probably a 300 percent re- 
duction in assembly time. 

The RhinoRib and the QS360 RIB are 
rigid V-hulled inflatables, which significant- 
ly improve performance, particularly in 
choppy seas. The RhinoRib hull is rota- 
tionally molded polyethylene, similar to the 
best of the whitewater kayaks. The other 
three rigid hulled models (QS360, QS300 
and QS270) have double reinforced fiber- 
glass hulls with anti-skid decks 
and self-bailing scupper wells. 

| prefer the ride of a rigid 
hulled inflatable but the sport 
version is easier for storage. 
Ultimately, it is a choice based 
on which model best suits your 
needs. How far offshore will 
you go? Where will you store 
the boat? How much money 
do you want to spend? How 
many divers will be joining you? 
Fortunately, with Quicksilver 
there are plenty of options. 

| bought my first Quicksilver 
inflatable, the 12 foot, 6 inch 
sport model QS380, eight 
years ago and equipped it with 
a 25 horsepower Mercury out- 
board. Just recently, | traded it 





Above: Yacht owners 
board their very 
portable QS270 for an 
outing to a special 
secret spot. Left: 
Campers enjoying the 
serenity of an evening 
on the shores of Lake 
Mead have a QS300 
at their disposal. 





: ‘ \ > ." A few years ago | decided it was time to invest in a personal dive boat. | live in the Florida Keys and, 

Se although the professional dive operations are the best anywhere, | often wished | could go out on my 
own and dive at my own pace. | wanted to follow my schedule; leaving the dock when | wanted and 
staying at a good dive site for more than the hour that is common with charter boats. Sometimes | 
longed to be away from other divers and a private boat seemed the answer. But, | didn’t want to spend 
a lot of money on something | would use only occasionally. An inflatable boat is the answer for the live- 
aboards, so | figured it was the answer to my personal dive boat needs. After considerable comparison 
shopping, | decided the best deal by far was the Quicksilver inflatable boat made by Mercury Marine. 

A quick look at the Quicksilver catalog revealed plenty of options for a variety of boating objectives. 
As it says in the catalog, “a two week expedition up a remote river requires more boat than an occa- 
sional spin around the lake.” As a re- 





: Model Size Load Capacity Suggested 
sult, Mercury Marine offers 18 differ- Outboard 
ent models, from the 230 RU (roll-up) QS330 10’9” 1,205 lbs./4 passengers i5hp 

eee | Olnghy to the tough S60 RIB (rigid qg3gq 126” 1,700 lbs./6 passengers 25hp 

Se ee Eee ORL: QS430 141” 2,000 lbs./8 passengers 40hp 

) The smaller boats (7 feet, 6 inches to 8 feet, g inches) make wonderful QS330 (Airdeck) 109” 1,205|bs./4passengers 15hp 
dinghies for power or sail yachts and can be easily packed up and used for BhinoRib 10'0" 1,075 |bs./4 passengers 15hp 


recreation during motor home vacations. These take up so little space a 
friend of mine uses a roll up dinghy for motoring to shore from his seaplane. 
The medium sized boats, around 10 feet, are perfect for general watersport recreation. They are small enough to use as dinghies but large 
enough to serve more diverse boating needs. They can haul four people or a lot of gear and, with the addition of a 15 horsepower motor, be- 
come zippy water toys, perfect for kneeboarding and tubing. But, for scuba diving, one of the larger Quicksilver inflatables is surely the best bet. 


QS360 (RIB) 11710” 1,4501lbs./5 passengers 25hp 
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Top: The ease of use, trans- 
portability and safety of 
Quicksilver inflatables make 
them ideal for a day of diving. 
For scuba diving, one of 
Quicksilver’s larger boats, 
from 10 to |2 plus feet, is 
ideal. Above: A pair of QS430 
inflatables speeds to a dive 
site off Key Largo, Florida. 
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for the 12 foot rigid hulled QS360 RIB. | 
keep my inflatables on a trailer and, be- 
cause they weigh so little, the boats are a 
breeze to launch. | have used my Quick- 
silvers for many family adventures, includ- 
ing excursions into Florida Bay to photo- 
graph birds, skiing and wakeboarding 
and towing my daughter in the tube. 

Of course, we also use this boat for 
scuba diving. In the Keys the coral reef is 
four to six miles offshore. | don’t take the 
inflatable out on rough days but in calm 
conditions | have spent many wonderful 
days photographing the reef dwellers of 
the Key Largo National Marine Sanc- 
tuary from my Quicksilver inflatable. 

Diving from an inflatable is much like 
diving from any other boat in terms of the 
legalities. It has to be registered and the 
appropriate numbers have to be dis- 
played on the hull. Safety vests are required for all passengers, one “type four” device 
(a throwable cushion for flotation), a sound producing device such as an airhorn or 
whistle and, of course, accessories such as dock line, anchor and dive flag should be 
carried. | always feel a little safer with my cell phone in a dry box, for those “just in 
case’ situations. 

Quicksilver is the name Mercury Marine uses for its line of inflatable boats and a 
huge collection of marine accessories available through Mercury’s dealer network. 
As you might expect, Quicksilver marine accessories are especially well suited to 
inflatable boat applications. The paint used for the numbers is formulated to adhere 
to the Duratex pontoons, the anchors are small and efficient and the dive flags have 
a suction cup that quickly sticks to the side of the outboard cowl. Just about any- 
thing you might imagine to customize your inflatable is available through a 
Quicksilver dealer. 

For portable, affordable dive fun, check out the Quicksilver line of inflatable boats at 
your local Mercury, Mariner, Force or Mercruiser dealer, as well as select dive shops. 
For more information or a catalog, phone (800) 552-3882. = 
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ST. VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES 
(Continued from Page 13) 


British Colony of the Windward Islands in 
1871 and a fully independent state of the 
British Commonwealth in 1979. This is- 
land nation is toward the southern end of 
the Windward Islands, between St. Lucia 
and Grenada. St. Vincent is the largest is- 
land, with the largest population, largest 
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_ Grenada’ 
town and the only international airport. 
The northern end of the island is domi- 
nated by the 4,000 foot peak of La 
Soufriere volcano. Much of St. Vincent is 
agricultural, supplying the rest of the is- 


lands with a dazzling array of fresh fruit 
and vegetables. 

The Grenadines are reached by ferry, 
inter-island airlines or private boat. 
Young Island is only a few hundred 
yards from St. Vincent; the next major 
island is Bequia. Pronounced “beck- 
way, this lovely island is the site of 
Admiralty Bay, one of the most pic- 
turesque harbors in the Caribbean. Next 
is Mustique (mus-teek), then Canouan 
(can-o-wan), Mayreau (my-row), the 
Tobago Cays, Union Island, Palm Island 
and Petit St. Vincent. 

The clear water and sheltered bays of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines make 
them a favorite for sailors; one of the 
largest charter fleets in the world is locat- 
ed here. Divers aboard one of the yachts 
can make arrangements for rendezvous 
dives with local dive operators. Colorful 
water taxies with names such as Courage 
and Anticipation provide transportation 
around the harbors. 


DIVING ST. VINCENT 
AND THE GRENADINES 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines are a 

smorgasbord of diving adventure. Each 
island and each dive operation has 
something different to offer. There are a 
few common denominators, though. The 


shops are small but the dive staffs are 
well qualified. Like Glenroy Adams of 
Grenadines Dive on Union Island, all of 
the dive operators have been in business 
for many years and place a premium on 
service. Dive instruction from resort to 
divemaster is available on Union Island, 
Mustique, Bequia and St. Vincent. A fairly 
extensive inventory of rental equipment is 
generally available. None of the opera- 
tions is so large it can carry enough 
divers to be considered a crowd. 

Most of the year the water tempera- 
ture is above 80°F, with a high of around 
84 and alow of 75. For many divers 
shorties are adequate anytime but ther- 
mally sensitive divers will be more com- 
fortable in a wetsuit in the winter. 
Visibility normally ranges between 60 
and 120 feet, depending on the weather 
conditions. Currents can vary but, when 
they are present, the dives are usually 
conducted as drift dives. 

The dive shops in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines reflect the different personali- 
ties of their owners and staff. As you trav- 
el from island to island, you not only see 
new sights underwater, you get a fresh 
perspective. Three shops on three differ- 
ent islands offer a unique ten dive split 
package, which helps you see a bit of ev- 
erything. Buy the package from Gren- 


PER NIGHT, PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY | _ 


Price quoted for four (4) night stays per 

erson, based on double occupancy and 
is valid until December 19, 1997. Price 
includes air-conditioned accommodations 
in a Standard room, airport/hotel transfers 
and all taxes and service charges on the 
package features. 


(800) 367-3484 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 
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¢ Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 


* Superior, deluxe, and studio 
accommodations 


* Two repowered & refurbished 


dive boats 
Hive 
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CHUB CAY “FISHBOWL OF THE BAHAMAS” 


Our spectacular walls, colorful coral reefs, abundance of marine life and 
easy access to shore diving or snorkeling have earned Chub Cay the title 
“The Fishbowl of the Bahamas.” 


sz PACKAGES 
AS LOW AS: 
3 days/2 nights 
S | 9 p-P. (ole) 
8 days/7 nights 
S 8 2 p.p. dbl. 
3 DIVES PER DAY & 
UNLIMITED SHORE DIVING 


room dbl. occ., room taxes, 
ground transfers, tanks & weights. 
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800-327-8150 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (fax) 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
http://www.nealwatson.com/chub.htm = 


‘€ CHUB CAY 
CHUB -CAYR a 


' A Neal Watson Undersea Adventures Affiliate. 
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= 3-3 PP 4 = 
WARNING 


PAYING TOO MUCH FOR YOUR DIVING VACATION CAN BE 
HAZARDOUS TO YOUR WEALTH! 





PACKAGES 
AS LOW AS: 
8 day /7 night 
$599 pp. dbl. occ. 


Room, Room taxes, 
5 two-tank dives, 
tanks & weights 


“We will not be undersold” 


800-327-8150 


(954) 462-3400 


(954) 462-4100 fax Featuring 


BELIZE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com See —< 
http://www.nealwatson.com/beiize.ntm SUN B R E EZE . 


BEACH HOTEL 
San Pedro Ambergris Caye Belize 


a Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventures Affiliate SD/AD © 1997 
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SAVE YOUR COPIES OF 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold aherinart will avila 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s):  1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6-$60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 


diver 












Sin dive 


Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 
(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Avy 
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ST. VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES 


adines Dive (Union Island), Dive Bequia 
or Dive St. Vincent and split the dives up 
among the shops any way you'd like. 


UNION, PALM AND 
MAYREAU ISLANDS 

The Puruni is a 140 foot long English 
gunship that ran aground off Saline Bay 
on Mayreau Island in 1918. The hull now 
rests on the sand in 40 feet of water, cov- 
ered with nearly 80 years of coral and 
sponge growth. Reef sharks cruise the 
wreck regularly and thousands of fish, 
from Spotted Morays to Stonefish, call it 
home. The Puruni is also an exceptional 
night dive. At dusk the surrounding sand 
is packed with Southern Stingrays 
searching for prey. . 

Mayreau Gardens is a long, lush reef 
with excellent diving on either side. 
Generally referred to as Mayreau Gar- 
dens Deep or Mayreau Gardens 
Shallow, the dives have amaximum 
depth of 85 and 60 feet, respectively. 
Since the reef is in the open sea between 
islands, there is often a current running 
along its spine, so both sides are usually 
done as drift dives. Deep or shallow, it is 
a fascinating trip filled with clouds of Gray 
Chromis, sleek Boga and purple Creole 
Wrasse. There are many of the most col- 
orful reef fish such as Rock Beauties, 
Queen Triggerfish and Queen Angelfish 
here, as well as colorful Azure Vase and 
Orange Elephant Ear Sponges. 

Mopian Reef is a vast undulating 
plain of delicate Finger Corals inter- 
spersed with boulders of Star Coral and 
huge globes of Smooth Brain Coral. 
Seafans and Sea Plumes grow every- 
where they can establish a hold and the 
reef is thick with damselfish and wrasse. 


TOBAGO CAYS 

The Tobago Cays are acluster of 
small, undeveloped islands guarded by 
an extensive shallow reef called Horse- 
shoe Reef. With a white sand bottom at 
six feet and coral heads rising almost to 
the surface, Horseshoe Reef is perfect for 
snorkeling. Because the water is so shal- 
low, the colors of the coral are not muted 
by selective light absorption. The seafans 
are more stridently purple, brain corals 
are greener and the reef fish are brighter. 

Sail Rock can only be dived when the 
trade winds let up but if the weather co- 
operates it shouldn’t be missed. A few 
miles northeast of the Tobago Cays, this 
small rock is the tip of an underwater 
mountain, with vertical walls, caverns 
and ledges all thickly covered with coral. 
Sleeping Blacktio Sharks, Spotted Eagle 
Rays and large Barracuda are usually 
seen at Sail Rock. Although there is good 











diving down to 80 or 90 feet, the shallow 
areas with large branches of Elkhorn and 
Antler Coral are also superb. 

Like many places in the world, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines are strug- 
gling with the problem of overfishing. 
One of the ways they are attempting to 
control its impact is through the estab- 
lishment of the Tobago Cays Marine 
Park. Officially designated but still in the 
implementation phase, this protected 
area includes all of the Tobago Cays, 
much of the surrounding reef area and 
the wreck of the Puruni. 


BEQUIA 

The west coast of Bequia has superb 
diving at many sites, with a variety of un- 
derwater topography. Near Middle and 
West Cays off the south coast of Bequia, 
The Wall features an arch frequented by 
Blacktip Sharks and a long stretch of ver- 
tical rock face encrusted with corals and 
sponges. Depth ranges between 30 and 
110 feet, with prolific marine life through- 
out. Schools of Atlantic Soadefish and 
flocks of Midnight Parrotfish are nearly al- 
ways swimming near the wall. Boulders 
piled at the bottom of the wall are cov- 
ered with colonies of Black Coral. If the 
current is not running, the dive can con- 
tinue around the wall to the shallow side 
of the cays. 

There are four excellent dive sites 
around Pigeon Island, near Petit Nevis, 
where the remains of an old whaling sta- 
tion can be seen. The Pools are protect- 
ed bowls within the reef next to a vertical 
drop-off covered with gorgonians and 
boulder corals. Good scenery starts al- 
most at the surface and continues down 
to about 60 feet. The South Side of 
Pigeon features a dense reef that slopes 
fairly steeply to about 90 feet. The water 
above the reef is packed with schools of 
Creoles and Chromis and Nurse Sharks 
are frequently seen in the sandy patches 
among the corals. The North Side of 
Pigeon is a sheer wall, dropping from the 
surface to 70 feet, then sloping more 
moderately to about 100 feet. More Nurse 
Sharks are often resting under the boul- 
ders at the bottom of the slope. A crevice 
in the wall at about 50 feet is worth check- 
ing out, since it attracts a lot of life. 

Devil’s Table is at the mouth of 
Admiralty Bay, where the regular ex- 
change of water in and out of the bay has 
created a richly abundant habitat. Max- 
imum depth is about 60 feet but Devil's 
Table is also shallow enough to be an ex- 
cellent snorkel site. Seahorses, Frogfish 
and Spotted Morays are among the reg- 
ulars here. Moon Hole is another site for 
both divers and snorkelers, with depths 
from 5 to 45 feet. Just around the point 
from Moon Hole, the bottom continues 
down to about 90 feet, liberally covered 
with a mix of hard and soft corals. 
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You won't find a better diving value. We he» an exciting package 
af about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
e food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to ony: 
e 3 dives a day © island exploration ® fishing ¢ sailing 
e shell collecting © out island nightlife ¢ lobster hunts 
° virgin diving © lazy days 


"S Blackbeard S 


CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ® (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 


htto://www.blackbeard-cruises.com ¢ e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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ST. VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES 


Nearby is the wreck of a 100 foot island 
freighter, sunk several years ago in about 
70 feet of water. 


ST. VINCENT 
There are about 30 named sites along 
the coast of St. Vincent but you could 
jump in the water off any point of land and 
have a great dive. New Guinea Reef, lit- 
erally within the shadow of a tall cliff on the 
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southwest coast, is an excellent example. 
The dive begins with a ledge along a 
sheer wall, dropping deeper in stages as 
it wraps around the point. Black Corals 
start at 60 feet, becoming thicker and 
more numerous as the tiers of ledges 
reach 120 feet. The reef is a profusion of 
deepwater seafans, Brain and Star 
Corals, Green Tube and Barrel Sponges. 
Visibility can be spectacular and Is nor- 
mally in the 70 to 120 foot range. 

The action at Anchor Reef starts 
around 45 feet, where the wall drops past 
100 feet. Morays, lobster and scorpionfish 


| Cozumel’s Secret Hideaway For 


No SIONS. No Prevensinns, Yau yobably wouldy t know aboout 't... 
,, anless someone told YU, Thats how dwers fied there way here, 


Scuba Club 


Dive Resort 


P.O. Box 289 
Cozumel, Q. Roo Mexico 
http://www. scubaclubcozumel.com 
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For Reservations & Information: 
Aqua - Sub Tours, inc. 


1-800-847-5708 
U.S.A. & Canada 


COZUMEL 
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can be found in an eerie cavern along the 
wall. Barracuda, jacks and angelfish are 
always present and the corals are in pris- 
tine condition. Snorkeling through Bat 
Cave is a thrilling experience. You swim in 
a large entrance arch in bright sunlight, 
then turn and make your way through a 
narrow channel, where it gets darker and 
darker. You’re in a narrow cut not much 
more than shoulder wide that cuts 
through a point of land. Look up as your 
vision adapts and you can see the bats 
hanging overhead. Slightly farther, the 
ocean appears as a deep shaft of blue as 
you exit the other side. 

The currents can be tricky at Pinnacle 
Rock but, when the conditions are right, 
this is a great dive. A cone of rock rises to 
within 12 feet of the surface here, attract- 
ing hundreds of fish. Turtle Bay is known 





Inter-island transportation is provided by 
commuter airlines, such as Mustique Airways. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 


American Airlines operates daily flights to 
St. Vincent from its hub in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. Connections are also available from 
Barbados, Martinique, Grenada, St. Lucia 
and Trinidad. U.S., Canadian and British citi- 
zens can travel to St. Vincent and the Grena- 
dines with either a passport or a certified 
birth certificate and photo ID. The official cur- 
rency is the Eastern Caribbean (EC) dollar, 
which is exchanged at about $2.70 EC to $1 
U.S. U.S. dollars, traveler’s checks and major 
credit cards are accepted at most hotels. 
Electrical current is 220 volts/50 cycles, ex- 
cept on Petit St. Vincent, which uses 110 
volts/60 cycles. Some adapters and trans- 
formers are available at hotels but, if you 
need them for battery chargers or other es- 
sentials, it’s best to bring your own. 

November to February is the coolest peri- 
od, with low temperatures around 65°F. 
During the remainder of the year, high tem- 
peratures are about 90°F. Rain is rare from 
December to June but brief afternoon show- 
ers are likely from July to November. The 
dress standard is island casual and a light 
jacket or sweater might be needed on winter 
evenings. To avoid offending your hosts, 
swimwear should not be worn in the shops 
or restaurants. 


for its unusual sealife, including Frogfish, 
Flying Gurnards and Seahorses. Dive 
depths are usually around 60 feet maxi- 
mum but diving is also good among the 
Finger and Elkhorn Corals in the shallower 
areas. Blacktip Sharks can often be seen 
resting under the ledges at All Awash 
Island. Big animals are frequently en- 
countered here, including Amberjacks, 
Hawksbill Turtles and Nurse Sharks. 








CONCLUSION 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines are as 
interesting topside as underwater. On 
every island there are inspiring ocean 









Grenadines D 


views and tranquil beaches. The Falls of 
Baleine on St. Vincent cascade over a 60 
foot drop into a freshwater pool. The 
northern end of the island is so inaccessi- 
ble the falls can only be reached by boat. 
Serious hikers can test their mettle on the 
trails of La Soufriere but there are also 
gentle scenic hikes on this volcano. 
Constructed by the British about 1815, 
the 300 foot Black Point Tunnel was 
used to transport sugar. The tunnel was 
constructed by slave labor and is still 
considered a remarkable engineering 
feat. The St. Vincent Botanical Gardens 
was founded in 1765 and is the oldest in 





the Western Hemisphere. A breadfruit 
tree taken from a shoot of one of the orig- 
inal plants brought to the island by 
Captain Bligh still grows here. 

For more information, contact the St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Tourist Office 
toll free in New York at (800) 729-1726 or 
in Dallas at (800) 235-3029. From outside 
the U.S. call New York at (212) 687-4981 
or Dallas at (972) 239-6451. = 
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DIVE wITH DaAvip DOUBILET AND PETER 
BENCHLEY ABOARD THE GALAPAGOS 
AGGRESSORs: [his is the chance of a life- 
time—be part of a National Geographic 
assignment! Peter Benchley, author of 
Jaws, The Deep and Beast, will narrate 
the award winning underwater photogra- 
ohy of David Doubilet in a National 
Geographic article on the current ecolog- 
ical conditions of the Galapagos Islands. 
Guests can join them at no extra charge 
aboard the luxury live-aboard dive 
yachts, Galapagos Aggressor! and /I. 
The charters will run in late December 
1997 and January 1998. 

Twenty years ago, Doubilet and 


Professor Gerard Wellington, marine bi- 
ologist, University of Houston, studied 
the magnificent undersea world Charles 
Darwin never saw. They were astonished 
at the beauty and diversity of the islands’ 
marine life. Their findings were featured in 
a 1977 National Geographic story. The 
world-renowned magazine has asked 
them to return with Peter Benchley and 
report the effects nature and mankind 
have had on the area over the 20 year 
period. Guests will learn about the envi- 
ronmental changes through casual dis- 
cussions and slide shows. 

To be a part of this new assignment, 
call Aggressor Fleet, Limited at (800) 





348-2628, (504) 385-2628, fax (504) 
384-0817, send e-mail to divboat 
@aol.com or divooat@compuserve.com 
or visit the Web site at www.aggressor. 
Com, = 


TIARA BEACH RESORT 


Dive Caymar Bi 


Additional trips are availabe at discounted 


rates. All trips are weather permitting. 


**Package price quoted is per person, based 


on double occupancy and includes dail 


breakfast, dinner, and all taxes and service 
charges on package features. Package is 


valid until 12/19/97 and includes three 
daytime boat dives as scheduled. 


800) 367-3484 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 


A 
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¢ Night dives 
¢ PADI 5 STAR dive and photo center 


All-inclusive packages available 

70 comfortable air-conditioned guestrooms 
Palm lined beach with Hage hare 
tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, paddleboats 


or gamefishing 
Special discount packages for single travelers 


od 
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OKEANOS AGGRESSOR 
(Continued from Page 52) 


take position on the bow and joyously ride 
its wake, escorting you to the island. Most 
likely the mountains will be cloud capped. 
Coco has an annual rainfall of 27 feet. 
There are about 200 waterfalls, most cas- 
cading down the sheer rock faces and 
escaroments that ring the island. Two can 
be found by following their stream beds to 
deep, clear freshwater pools; providing 
delightful shore excursions. 


The only population on Coco, other 
than feral pigs and goats, is found at the 
warden station. Equipped with a fast skiff 
and modest fire power, the wardens pa- 
trol the territorial waters to prevent com- 
mercial fishermen from encroachment. 
With the Costa Rican government behind 
them, they have successfully policed the 
island perimeter out to several miles. The 
result: The schools of Hammerhead 
Sharks, tuna and jacks have prospered 
and increased. Coco Island is a diver- 
friendly environment. 

The Okeanos Aggressor is a 120 foot 


Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, Dolphin 


Encounters, Rays & More! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 
FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-445-3837 or 954-202-5603 


P. O. Box 21725, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33335 
E-mail: seafever@seafever.com ¢ Website : http://www.seafever.com 
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$ or the whales, the caverns, the critters, or the 
Hawatian_Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua‘a fish! 


Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has been thrilling divers 
with great diving. With two custom dive boats, the 50’ 


_ Great Deals on 
Dive Packages! 


Maui, Lanai & Molokini 
7 Days/6 Nights, 9 dives 


$605 ie) e)fe le) 
rie 
AHNINA 


MAUI 
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Endeavor and the 43’ Reliant, we'll show you a 
Maui, Lanai and Molokini you'll never forget! 


Our new watersports center carries a 
complete line of snorkeling, dive and 
photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 
complete spectrum of dive classes 
from open water completions 

, to Hawaiian specialties. 

‘“™@ So whether you’re in search of 
turtles, whales, caverns, the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish 
or just updating your skills, call us! 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


1-800-998-3483 


143 Dickenson Street ¢ Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 


E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 
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ocean-going dive yacht. A helicopter 
landing pad once dominated the after 
deck, which is now open for storage of 
the two large inflatables. Recently over- 
hauled and equipped with private heads 
and showers for most of the nine double 
(and one triple) cabins, the appointments 
of the ship retain much of the original ele- 
gance requisite for a private yacht. All the 
amenities found on today’s first-class live- 
aboards—spacious salon, top sundeck, 
wet bar dance center on a second deck 
and excellent cuisine—are featured on 
the Okeanos Aggressor. E-6 processing 
and 110 volt charging centers are, of 
course, standard. Did you raise an eye- 
brow at the mention of dance center? 
Indeed, the love of dance by the Costa 
Rican crew and the up-beat background 
of compelling Latin music has wooed 
many guests to try a few steps and turns 


AGGRESSOR CRUISES 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU L’AVENTURES 1997 


Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Fiji Aggressor August 2 to 9 
Fiji Aggressor August 9 to 16 
Okeanos Aggressor October 18 to 27 


Jean-Michel Cousteau/Team Nikonos 
Cayman Aggressor Ill August 23 to 30 


JIM CHURCH/STAN WATERMAN 
1997 PHOTO COURSES 


Palau Aggressor Il 
October 5 to 12 
Truk Aggressor Il 
October 12 to 19 





1997 JIM CHURCH PHOTO COURSES 
Cayman Aggressor Ili 
August 9 to 16 
Fiji Aggressor 
‘October 25 to Novernber 1 
1997 CLAY WISEMAN PHOTO COURSES = 






with the crew on special occasions. 

Prime dive sites are all around the big is- 
land. Thus, the mother ship can always be 
anchored in a lee and place the divers on 
the locations that are out of the wind. On 
the west and north sides, Manuelita 
Island (where | encountered the massed 
Whitetios) and Dirty Rock, you regularly 
encounter Hammerheads. If the wind and 
seas are rough in that sector, Manta 
Corner and Submerged Rock provide 
ample excitement on the southeast shore. 

The inflatables are always loaded in 
calm water and expertly handled by a 
wise, veteran boat crew and accompa- 
nied by dive guides who have been with 
the ship for many years. 











There are strong currents and up- 
wellings of cold water along the rocks 
and small islands that border the main 
island. The operators of the skiffs and 
inflatables that launch the divers know 
exactly how the currents will affect the 
course of the dive. They are always 
there when you come up. 

| would suggest that Coco Island div- 
ing is for Seasoned divers, not beginners. 
And, if you dread encountering sharks, 
Bonaire or Grand Cayman would be a 
wiser choice. | will return to Coco for the 
seventh time this year. The Discovery 
Channel called me “The Man Who Loves 
Sharks.” Obviously, | still have a love affair 
with Coco Island. 

For more information, contact the 
Aggressor Fleet at (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 or fax (504) 384-0817. You can 
write to P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 
70381; send e-mail to divooat@com- 
Ouserve.com or visit the Web site at 
http://www.aggressor. com. = 





CURACAO TO HOST ehireuce SHOOTOUT 
IN SEPTEMBER: A 1997 Nikonos Shootout 
will be held for the first time on Curacao, 
September 13 to 20, 1997. The week-long 
Shootout provides hands-on instruction by 
professional underwater photographers, 
marine biology seminars, buoyancy control 
workshops and the chance for registrants 
to compete in five photo contests. All ama- 
teur underwater photographers shooting 
with Nikonos cameras can compete, with 
special provisions for SLR cameras. 

Participation in the Nikonos Shootout 
is free for visitors to Curacao and in- 
cludes workshops, seminars, instruction, 
four rolls of film donated by Eastman 
Kodak and entry in the photo contests. 

Prizes include U/W photo gear from 
Nikon, dive equipment, dive apparel and 
dive travel. The grand prize includes 
Nikonos photo equipment and a week 
aboard the luxury live-aboard dive boat, 
Peter Hughes’ Star Dancer, in Papua 
New Guinea. 

Hotel sponsors on Curacao are 
Habitat Curacao, the Lions Dive Resort 
and the Crowne Plaza Princess Beach 
Resort and Casino. Other sponsors are 
SKIN DIVER Magazine, Henderson 
Aquatics, Sea Quest, Kodak, Mercury 
Marine and Quicksilver Inflatables. 

To register in advance or for travel in- 
formation, contact WaterHouse Photo 
Tours, P.O. Box 2487, Key Largo, FL 
33037; (800) 272-9122. For more infor- 
mation, call (800) 3CURACAO or contact 
the Curacao Tourist Board, 475 Park 
Avenue South, New York, NY 10016; 
(212) 683-7660, fax (212) 683- 
9337. = 
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Call 1-800-282-89 32 


110 foot a Playa 
=~ Miguel 














One week... all Bagel. a Be autiful a ioe \ 
unlimited diving . . CEP # ¢ > } 
‘Veg, + bedroom oceanfront | 

Wall and wreck diving right iO vacation Yr entals on 
from the beach. Top rated in 4 Roatan Honduras 
the Caribbean! Bal fee 

(fee < Bay Isalnds. 

Og Ay? 


1-800-282-8932 


Travel arrangements et a 
1°800¢282¢8932 ie 





Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 ) 


PO. Box 877 © San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 
Fax: 352-588-4158 ¢ International: 352-588-4132 


1e0W KeCSO : 
Co CoVi Rese nt Email: info@roatan.com 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands http: //www.toatan.com/honduras.htm 
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UTILA LODGE 


our own little dive resort in the Western | Caribbean 


Toes Sate - Dive § Meal Plans available. 





For Rasoovatiens | Call 1-800 289-893) | 
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SARA SHOEMAKER RECEIVES THE OUR 
WoRLD-UNDERWATER SCHOLARSHIP: AS 
the Our World-Underwater Scholarship 
winner for 1997-1998, many exciting ed- 
ucational adventures are about to shape 
my future. The Our World-Underwater 
Scholarship, now in its 23rd year, annual- 
ly sends one young person on a year of 
study and work experience. 

Every year the scholar has anew 








i BAYMAN Bay CLUBI 


itinerary of destinations relating to the 
underwater world. My first destination is 
Truk Lagoon, where | will learn how to 
shoot underwater video and photogra- 
phy with Stan Waterman and Jim 
Church aboard the Truk Aggressor II. 
This is a fabulous opportunity made 
possible by the generous sponsorship 
of the Aggressor Fleet and many others. 
Dacor has outfitted me with a new set of 
dive equipment. O’ Neill and Henderson 
have taken care to make sure every inch 
is covered in the latest exposure protec- 
tion designs. 

Nikon, Helix and Light and Motion 


<5 





| Guanaja - Honduras 





Reefs, Ruins 
and 
Rainforests 


Dive into Nature 
Snorkel 


Fish 
Kayak | 
Relax | 


IN 


Iw Website: ali br ab aR com e E-mail: info@baymanbayclub. com 
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The Perfect Vacation Package! 
“Dive with someone you know’, with over 23 
years of experience in Pennekamp Park and 
the Marine Sanctuary. Dive the wreck of the 
USCG Cutter Duane, Christ of the Abyss, 

the Benwood, Molasses, French and Pickles 
Reefs and little known spots like Grouper 


Alley and the Mini-Wall. 


Attractive dive and snorkel packages at 
the beautiful Holiday Inn 

SunSpree Resort, home of 

Holiday Casino Cruises. 


SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 


1-800-451-3640 


http://www.sea-dwellers.com/keylargo/ 
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2 Nights/3 Days 
SUIMMMER SPECIAL 


S21 TMi. 


Includes accommodations, 
continental breakfast, 2-dives 
per day, tanks and weights. 


Eo 
Sotidoy Sw 


SunSpree Resort’ 
Key Largo, FL 


* Casino Boat 
* Dive Boat only steps 


from your room 

* Spacious Rooms 

¢ Two large pools and 
Jacuzzi 

¢ Fitness Center 

¢ Tiki Bar 

* Children’s Activities 
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Industries have given photographic 
equipment for the scholarship year and a 
host of other important sponsors, includ- 
ing Rolex, Divers Alert Network and Orca 
Dive Computers, will make this an unfor- 
gettable time of exploration. 

Once | return from Micronesia my 
itinerary will include a course at Brooks 
Institute, along with other activities in 
Southern California. Time on the Clav- 
e/la with Orcas in the British Columbia 
will take me to drysuit diving territory. 
The northeastern region of the USA will 
be visited in addition to North Carolina, 
home of DAN. Working my way south, | 
will learn how to cave dive at Ginnie 
Springs in Northern Florida. The Florida 
Keys will be a big part of the itinerary 
owing to the large amount of diving and 
related marine education awareness 
projects in the area. The Cayman 
Islands are scheduled for late fall and 
then | will be in Anaheim, California in 
January for DEMA. 

| will Keep a journal and document the 
many experiences on film; the final video 
will be pre- 
sented at the 
Our World- 
Underwater 
Show Film 
Festival held 
in April in 
Chicago. 
The ultimate 
goal of ca- 
reer defini- 
tion through 
a well-round- 
ed education 
will help me 
make the best contribution to the under- 
water world. 

For further information on the 
Scholarship Society please write to Our 
World-Underwater Scholarship Society, 
P.O. Box 4428, Chicago, IL 60680; call 
(812) 666-6525 or fax (312) 666- 
6846, = 


Sara Shoemaker 


NASDS’ PROFESSIONAL GROWTH 
Dive CentER: NASDS adds yet another 
first with the Professional Growth Dive 
Center (PGDC). There are many rea- 
sons why NASDS continues to be the 
leader in the scuba industry. One of 
them is quality control. 

PGDCs are facilities that have earned 
the highest NASDS instructor rating to 
become NASDS Course Directors. 
Centered around proper knowledge (ed- 
ucation), proper skills (O00! and open 
water) and proper equipment (retail 
sales), these centers offer the ultimate in 
training whether you are interested in 
recreational diving or becoming a scuba 
professional. For more information, write 
to NASDS at 1012 S. Yates, Memphis, 
TN 38119. = 





Air bladder (back mounted for 
“no-squeeze”) and weight pockets 
are positioned to provide stability 
and balance. 


The bladder provides up to 50 lbs. of 
lift while allowing full range of 
movement for work, photography or 
just sightseeing 


Top loading zippered pockets make it 
easy to install up to 30 lbs. of weight. 
For emergency dumping, just pull 
down the handle on the side of the 
pockets and the weights fall free. 


UNIQUE — One of the few BCD’s of its 
kind to feature both functional 
accessory pockets and an integrated 
weight system. 


Flexible harness configuration — 
Removable shoulder straps, and 
cummerbund, allow adjustment for 
proper fit for all occasions — a tuck 
away chest strap is included but can 
be stored if not used. 


Soft back pack with two tank bands 
and a wrap around tank harness for 
litional stability. 


@hinflator with integrated rapid 
over pressure/dump valve 
TB. inflator hose. 


stainless and 3 delrin) 
Skey clip with lanyard 


s fick w/ Blue trim, 
‘Medium, Large, 
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CARIBBEAN DIVINGS 
FINAL FRON THER 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


CURACAO 
(\ LOS 
Ben ROQUE 
BONAIRE «So 


—— a 


Caracas 


VENEZUELA 


Top: The 85 foot Antares Ill live-aboard gives divers 
immediate access to Los Roques’ most remote reefs. 
Above right: The Batwing Coral Crab (Carpilius coralli- 
nus) can be found foraging for food on the reef at night. 
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a Piedra De La Guasa, also known as the Pinnacle, goes 

from typical Caribbean to the sublime. Straight out from the 
north face of Gran Roque, the large, wedge shaped rock forma- 
tion rises from 105 feet to within 26 feet of the surface. While its 
western sloping side—covered with stubby colonies of Yellow 
Tube Sponges and long, flowing searods—is not unusual, its 
more abrupt eastern drop-off is. Plunging vertically some 90 
feet, its contours are almost exclusively covered in colonies of 
yellow, purple, orange and green encrusting sponges, with a 
plenitude of bright Orange Cup Corals mixed in. And, every- 
where | looked were swarms of Bogas, Brown Chromis and 
Creole Wrasse. There were also large Bermuda Chubs, Horse- 
eye Jacks and a couple of very large Barracuda near the top. 
Closer to the rocks, large Gray and medium sized Cubera 
Snappers and groupers such as Tiger and Yellowfin, including 
more than a dozen Comb Groupers exhibiting pack behavior 
near the bottom, were making random attacks on their smaller 
neighbors. No matter which way | looked, there were lots of fish 
and a swirl of activity. 

Eighty-five miles north of Caracas, Venezuela and roughly 
100 miles east of Bonaire is the island cluster of Los Roques. 
Depending upon the dialect, this means “the rocks” or “lots of 
rocks,” an apt description. 

Spanning some 850 square miles, with numerous shallows, 








reefs and some 50 low lying, white sandy cays with fringing 
mangrove forests, Los Roques Archipelago is a bit of a geologi- 
cal Caribbean oddity. By definition, Los Roques is a coral atoll, 
featuring a large, shallow central lagoon hemmed in by a com- 
prehensive barrier. There are not many of these in this area of 
the globe. The only visible remnant of Los Roques’ once vol- 
Canic origin is the towering protrusion of dark gray and rust col- 
ored rock in the northwest corner. 

In addition to being the only high ground, Gran Roque, or 
“grand rock,” is also home to Los Roques’ principal populace. 
Numbering 500, it is comprised mostly of native fishermen and 
their families. Since its settlement, Los Roques has been con- 
sidered a place of bounty for fish and sea turtles. 

Recognizing Los Roques as a valuable resource, the 
Venezuelan government took measures to protect it from the 
perils of overfishing. The result was the largest national marine 
park in the Caribbean. Since its establishment in 1972, the park 
has been divided into several designated fishing and no fishing 
zones. The two largest off-limits zones to fishing and diving are 
near the center of the park and the entire barrier reef system lin- 
ing its eastern edge. This is no loss really, since the eastern edge 
is almost constantly buffeted by winds from the east/northeast. 
Besides, the areas offering the greatest opportunity for explo- 
ration are between Los Roques’ north and south side. 


DIVING LOS ROQUES 

What gives the south side an air of intrigue are some 18 miles 
of sharp drop-offs, similar to the fringing reef systems off Aruba 
and Curacao. Following the length of the south side’s two rib- 
bon shaped cays, Cayo Sal and Maceta de Cote, the main 
body of the outer reef system begins between 25 and 35 feet 
from the surface, sloping sharply to a flat, sandy plane with 
scattered coral heads at 120 to 140 feet. Adorning the contours 
is a forest of giant Slit-Pore and Porous Searods. Mingled with 
these tall, wavy soft corals are large, scattered heads of Brain 
and Star Corals with small Orange Elephant Ear Sponges. 

Farther west, close to the western tip of Cayo Sal, the drop- 
offs become almost vertical at 50 to 65 feet. At 70 to 90 feet, the 
face of the drop-off features seven large, wide mouthed cave en- 
trances 12 to 30 feet deep. During the early and late afternoon 
hours, the drop-off becomes a magnet for all kinds of life, includ- 
ing Spotted Eagle Rays, some with wingspans of up to five feet; 
scores of Horse-eye and Bar Jacks; cigar sized Bogas; Creole 
Wrasse; large Permit; several medium sized Atlantic Dogtooth 
Snappers; groupers and a 180 pound Jewfish. 

Los Roques’ north side offers a different diving experience 
than that of the south. Deep in the base at 30 feet is The Cave 
(La Buceadora), a large, underwater cavern-like formation 15 
feet wide. Inside, the cave extends almost straight back some 
60 feet, ending at a narrow crack filled with small pink and red 
shrimp, lobsters and Blackbar Soldierfish. Outside the en- 
trance, the rocky contours work particularly well for nighttime 
macro hunts, with small corals and encrusting sponges over 
volcanic type rock. On the north side the underwater visibility 
averages 40 to 60 feet and sometimes the water is several de- 
grees cooler than the reef system along the south side. Even 
with the locale’s proximity to the equator, producing year-round 
air temperatures in the mid 80s (°F), the water temperature can 
sometimes fluctuate from the low 80s to the slightly nippy mid 
70s. This is caused by thermoclines, which also drop the visibili- 
ty to less than 40 feet. 

Island booking services to Los Roques are provided by the 
Venezuelan based company LTA (Linea Turistica Aereotuy), 
which operates a long list of lodges, camps and sailing vessels, 
an airline service and one live-aboard dive boat. For shore- 
based stays, guests are lodged in one of several LTA spon- 
sored posadas scattered across the central community of Gran 
Roque. A posada is a boarding house facility, with guest bed- 
rooms featuring either a single twin sized bed or two singles per 





Top: A bouquet of Orange Cup Corals 
(Tubastrea coccinea) brightens the eastern 
drop-off of the Pinnacle. Middle: The lodg- 
ings at Camp Ucaima are nestled into 
Canaima National Park. Above: Comb 
Groupers hunt for their next meal on the 
sloping face of the Pinnacle. 
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LOS ROQUES 


room. Several of these establishments 
also offer various meal programs, from 
breakfast to home cooked dinners or, in 
some cases, provided by a restaurant in 
town. There is no air-conditioning or hot 
water. Electricity is available from ap- 
proximately 5:00 pm to 9:00 am. 

Diving services are provided by Sesto 
Continente Dive Operation, a small 
beachside facility equipped with alu- 
minum 80s, Sea Quest rental equipment 
(BCs, regulators, masks and fins), a large 
dive boat and a smaller six passenger 
boat. Departing at 9:00 am each day, the 
itineraries include daily excursions to 
both Los Roques’ northern and southern 
boundaries. Trips to the north side typi- 
cally return around noon, while jaunts to 
the southern region along Maceto de 
Cote and Cayo Sal typically take 50 min- 
utes to an hour each way, returning 
around 3:00 pm. 


VENEZUELA TRAVEL EXPERTS 
Tropical Adventures Travel 
(800) 723-4530 
(206) 441-3483 
(206) 441-5431 (fax) 

E-mail: lta@divetropical.com 
http:/Avww.divetropical.com 
Experience the Adventure 
(800) 815-5019 
- (305) 267-6644 
261-6648 (fax) 
_ Island Dreams Tours & Travel — 
(800) 346-6116 
(713) 973-9300 
(713) 973-8585 (fax) 
E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www.islandream.com 
Reef & Rainforest 
(800) 794-9RNR (9767) 
(415) 289-1 
(415) 289-1763 (fax) 
E-mail: rmrtravel@aol.com 
_ http://www.reefrainfrst.com 


For serious diving adventures to all 
open sectors of the Los Roques National 
Park, LTA’s 85 foot dive cruiser, Antares 
lil, is the answer. Equipped with two on- 
board compressors, standard 80 alu- 
minum tanks and a couple 63 cubic foot 
tanks, the steel hulled trawler can easily 
accommodate 14 divers. There are two 
double cabins on the main deck; three 
more doubles and a quad below. All in- 
clude private shower and head, ameni- 
ties usually found only on vessels twice 
this size. Even the main saloon features 
an impressive amount of floor space, 
with hardwood floors, booth-style sofas 
and dining tables. In addition to a full line 
of rental equipment—current model Sea 
Quest regulators, BCs, masks and fins— 
the Antares has a cellular telephone and 
fax system. 

(Continued on Page 130) 
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Underwater Video 
tor Senior Divers 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 


i ‘ve seen a trend develop during the 
past five years: Increasing numbers of 
senior divers (okay, senior citizens) are 
shooting underwater video. They enjoy 
capturing their underwater experiences 
and sharing these treasured moments 
with family and friends. 

Older divers often want quick and easy 
results. They don’t have the time or pa- 
tience to master 
the mysteries ofa 
35mm still camera. 
They don’t want 
the hassle of film 
processing, slide 
projectors or the 
time-consuming 
task of arranging 
photos in an al- 
bum. They want 
images they can 
see immediately. Thus, underwater video 
is the obvious answer. 

The fear of handling an underwater 
camera must be conquered before a 
beginner can enjoy shooting video. To 
illustrate, allow me to relate a true story: 
An older couple signed on for one of my 
photo courses. The husband stated, 
“My wife has no interest in photography. 
She'll just follow me around.” After 
watching him shoot Nikonos close-ups 
for two days, she was obviously bored. 
Underwater, | had her hold my video 
housing a couple of times while | helped 
her husband. Then, without warning, | 


KEEPING FIT FOR VIDEO 


Because diving is a physical activity, start 
a mild conditioning program several weeks 
before a diving vacation. 

Walking is easy and inexpensive but many 
of my friends and myself have joined health 
clubs. | make the morning visit to the health 
club a social event in addition to exercising. If 
| do 36 minutes each morning on a stationary 
bike (as | watch the news on TV), my air con- 
sumption on dives falls dramatically. 





placed her hands on the twin handles, 
pointed to the record button, placed her 
thumb on it and gave her the “headwait- 
er’s gesture” with a sweep of my hand. 
Once she realized she had a live cam- 
corder in her hands, she immediately 
aimed it at her husband, over to a pass- 
ing angelfish, then back to her husband. 
When we surfaced, her first words were, 
“Can | use. it 
again?” She shot 
video on every dive 
for the rest of the 
course and hada 
fantastic time. 
After the course, | 
received a letter 
from her husband 
that said, while he 
had to purchase a 
video outfit for her, 
it was worth the investment because 
she now wants to do more diving. 

Besides adding a new dimension to 
diving, shooting underwater video can 
help you improve your diving skills. 
Because holding the camera as still as 
possible produces the best video, you 
will learn to fine tune your buoyancy 
and keep your arms and legs still when 
you don’t need them. If you are one of 
those divers who zips about and tries to 
see everything, you will have to slow the 
pace of your dives. You will swim slow- 
er, see more and decrease your air 
consumption. 
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The official card of the Cayman 
islands and Bob Soto’s Diving. 





























Well, as dive hotels go we have been around for a while. 
Yet we've always welcomed divers of every certification 
level. If you’re a beginner you'll find our instructors ready 
and willing to help you take 
the first steps to becoming an 
open-water diver. Advanced divers love Sunset House 


for the excitement of all-day, three tank diving on some of 


the most remote walls of Grand Cayman. All of our guests, 





though, rave about the no-hassle, unlimited shore diving 
right off the hotel’s back yard. And you might not believe it, 
but some folks say there’s more to a vacation than just Giving. 
So for them we created other wonderful distractions. Like 
our first-class ‘Sea sSUT nk X41 HUY 
Harvest’ restaurant, GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 


the renowned Cathy Church Photo Centre and what many 





locals would say is Cayman’s best bar. So whether you’re a 


certified diver or just dream about being one, Sunset House 


| 
is the place for your next vacation. Call us today for rates on 
1-800 854 4767 or 345 949 7111 (8am-5om EST). Or write us 


at Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. ©) Wee. 


BBG&P Main photo: David Wolfe. U/W photo: Cathy Church 


E-mail : sunseths@candw. ky Circle #438 on Reader Service Card 








VIDEO COURSE 


GETTING STARTED 
At this time, Hi-8 is the most common 
video format. You don’t need the most 
expensive camcorder for underwater 


SHOOTING TIPS 


1. Practice using the basic controls— 
REC/STBY (record and standby), auto and 
manual focus, zoom and white balance— 
topside. 

2. Test the empty housing in a pool or 
large container of water to make sure it is wa- 
tertight before putting the camcorder inside. 

3. Set the camcorder for automatic oper- 
ation. (You may wish to use manual focus on 
later dives.) 

4. Test REC and STBY before entering 
the water. 

5. Don’t jump into the water holding the 
housing; have someone hand it to you after 
you get your gear adjusted. 

6. Descend to about 15 or 20 feet, hold 
the housing above your head and aim it 
down toward your face. If you see fog or wa- 
ter droplets inside the lens port, keep the 
housing nose down and take it back to the 
surface. 

7. Have a subject before you trigger from 
STBY to REC. 

8. Hold the camera as still as possible 
and let the subjects do most of the moving. 
lf you swing the camera around, your video 
will make your viewers seasick. 

9. After the dive, slow down. Don’t open 
the housing until it and your hands are com- 
pletely dry. 


use. A basic model without flip-out 
viewing screens (which won’t be used 
underwater) will suffice. Contact the 
video housing manufacturers and ask 
what Hi-8 camcorders they recom- 
mend. They often design their housings 
to accommodate the best camcorders. 
You can get by without video lights for 
much of your underwater videography. 
However, if lights are part of a package 
deal, it may cost less to buy the entire 
package than to add lights later. = 





WORLDWIDE GuIDE TO DivE Boats: /he 
Hennessey Guide to Live-aboard Dive 
Boats—Worldwide 1997 is now available 
in softcover. An easy to read reference 
book, it presents not only specific infor- 
mation on more than 140 live-aboards 
worldwide but a range of other individual 
travel facts. The 20 page, nine by four 
inch book includes not only the neces- 
sary information and pictures to select a 
live-aboard boat—configurations, loca- 
tions and itineraries—but broader facts 
as well: dive region overviews, maps, cli- 
mate specifics, interesting land attrac- 
tions, travel information, entry require- 


ments, health issues, airline baggage 
guidelines and more. 

Reader-friendly, the book’s format also 
makes it easy to compare boats and re- 
gions. Each boat page includes a picture 
and a table of specifics, such as type of 
boat, size, costs, maximum passengers, 
number of crew, water supply, type of 
diving, cabin facts and safety information. 

The book is available to consumers at 
dive stores or by calling (800) 664-2206, 
(617) 674-2206 or faxing (617) 647- 
1596. It costs $12.95 plus shipping; 
MasterCard, Visa and Discover cards are 
accepted. = 
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CHRISTINI TO DEMA BOD: SSI’s 
oresident, Ed Christini, has been re- 
elected to the DEMA Board of Directors 
for a three year term. Christini served 
his first year in 1996, holding one of the 
two training/certification seats. 

Christini has more than 18 years of re- 
tail experience, has been a diver for 22 
years and a scuba instructor for two 
decades. He also serves as a committee 
member of industry to the American 
National Safety Institute (ANSI) Stand- 
ards and is acurrent member of the 
Recreational Scuba Training Council 
(RSTC) Board of Directors. = 
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BERMUDA SHIPWRECKS 


The Montana 


BERMUDAS CONFEDERATE BLOCKADE RUNNER 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 






See ships from the Ameri- 
can Civil War found the reefs 
surrounding the tiny island out- 
post of Bermuda as mucha 
thorn in the side of the Con- 
federacy as the Union Block- 
ade—they were wrecked here. 
Their numbers include the Mon- 
tana, a 236 foot long, 25 foot beam 
tramp steamer with a displacement of 
750 tons, less cargo. Tramp steamer 
was a common nickname given vessels 
of her class owing to the large amount 
of coal ash that would collect on the 
sails whenever the furnace was active. 
The Montana’s furnace powered a 260 
hp, twin oscillating cylinder steam en- 
gine. During her short career as a 
Confederate blockade runner, the 
ship’s two captains tried to elude Union 
spies by piloting her under the aliases of 
Nola, Gloria and Paramount. 


St. George 





Atlantic 





The 236 foot Montana wrecked off Bermuda 
in 1863. Her paddlewheel frames (top) 
make excellent photo subjects now. 
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Following her departure from the 
British Isles in December 1863 witha 
cargo of munitions and medical supplies 
for the Confederacy in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, the Montana faced a se- 
ries of circumstances that eventually 
brought about her demise. 

During the first leg of her mission, un- 
der the command of Captains Pittman 
and Rollins, the Montana (known at the 
time as the No/a) was hampered by the 
North Atlantic’s brutal winter storms. 
Arriving off Bermuda’s east side under 
still threatening skies, the captains de- 
cided that finding an entrance some- 
where on the western side would be 
their best bet. But, even after circum- 
navigating most of the island’s danger- 
ous north facing reef system, the 
Montana wrecked near the mouth of 
Western Blue Cut. Shortly after her 
grounding on December 30, a steam- 











boat from St. George’s was able to go 
to her assistance, rescuing not only her 
crew but most of her cargo. Nothing 
could be done for the Montana, she had 
a 10 foot long hole in her hull below the 
waterline. 

Today the Montana’s scattered re- 
mains lie in 30 feet of water in the middle 
of alarge sand valley surrounded by 
high coral heads, eight miles northwest 
of the Hamliton dockyard. Her bow is 
still relatively intact and heavily encrust- 
ed with coral. The greatest concentra- 
tion of wreckage—and the most attrac- 
tive for photography—lies around her 
midship region. Here, the Montana’s 
coal burning engine furnace can still be 
seen standing upright about seven feet 
below the surface. Behind it are the 
ship’s two large iron paddlewheel 
frames, which look like small Ferris 
wheels. Both structures and the bow 


If you are interested in visiting Bermuda 
and diving its wrecks, contact any of the dive 
operators listed below: 


Blue Water Divers Co., Ltd. 

P.O. Box SN 165 

Southampton SN BX, Bermuda 
(441) 234-1034; (441) 234-3561 (fax) 
E-mail: bwdivers@ibl.bm 
www.divebermuda.com 

Fantasea Diving 

Darrell’s Wharf, 1 Harbour Road 
Paget PG 01, Bermuda 

(888) DO A DIVE 

(441) 236-6339; (441) 236-8926 (fax) 
E-mail: fantasea@ibl.bm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com/fantasea 
Nautilus Diving, Ltd. 

P.O. Box HM237 

Hamilton HM AX, Bermuda 

(441) 238-2332 

(441) 295-9485; (441) 234-5180 (fax) 
Scuba Look 

Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 

P.O. Box 658 

Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 

(441) 293-7319; (441) 295-2421 (fax) 
E-mail: scubaluk@ibl.bm 
www.diveguideint.com/p0078.htm 
South Side Scuba 

Sonesta Beach Resort 
Southampton, Bermuda 

(441) 238-1833; (441) 236-0394 (fax) 
E-mail: southsid@ibl.obm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com 


are heavily overgrown with corals. 

Slightly separated from the rest of the 
wreckage, her stern, also heavily over- 
grown with coral, still features the ellipti- 
cal framework of the fantail. 

The Montana sits near the wreck of the 
Constellation, which hit the same sec- 
tion of reef in 1942, approximately 79 
years after the Montana. 

The prime season for diving both 
wrecks is August through October, when 
visibility is usually at its best and the wa- 
ter is stillin the 78 to 82°F range. == 
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Continuing Your Dive Education 
in the Fabulous Florida Keys 


Ocean Divers 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 






m4 esearch recently conducted by the National Travel Monitor revealed “vacationers 
seeking underwater adventure now outnumber those seeking fun on the tennis 
court, golf course, or ski slope.” However, unlike skiing, golf and tennis, scuba diving 
requires a certain level of education for safety and even more for pure, relaxed enjoy- 
ment. Ocean Divers of Key Largo, Florida, has long recognized this 
need for professional certification and has formulated a program of 
continuing education tied into the recreational aspects of a Florida 
Keys dive holiday. 

OcEAN Divers’ RECREATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE: Ocean Divers has 
long maintained that scuba instruction should be fun, so rather than 
tie students to excessive hours in a classroom, its courses maximize 
time spent in the ocean. The 7,000 square foot dive complex is on a 
deepwater canal with quick, easy access to the south end of the Key 
Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary and John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef 
State Park. 

The best reefs and 
wrecks off Key Largo are 
five to seven miles off- 
shore. Obviously this is 
not a shore dive destina- 
tion, so dive boats area 
critical component of 
Ocean Divers’ formula for success. The Ocean Diver is a 50 foot 
fiberglass V-hull vessel and the Big Red is a 50 foot aluminum cata- 
maran. Both vessels have large twin diesels for speed and reliability 
and are well equipped with amenities, such as tank racks, camera 
table, freshwater showers, walk-through transom and an oversized 
dive platform with dual extended ladders. 

The whole dive complex, including a well-stocked retail area, gear 
rental cage, guest gear storage and classrooms, is at the water’s 
The Christ of the Abyss statue sitsin edge. Ihe massive air compressor system with nitrox capability handles tank fills; tanks 
25 feet of water at Key Largo Dry: and weights are available right on the boat. There is a functioning hyperbaric chamber 
Rocks in the marine sanctuary. on the premises, although it is for education rather than treatment. Operated by Dick 
Rutkowski’s Hyperbarics International, these programs teach advanced levels of mixed 
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Ocean Divers’ 5 0 foot Big Red. 
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gas technology (especially nitrox) and on- 
going physician certifications. Just to 
make things even more convenient, there 
is a restaurant for breakfast and lunch and : hee 5 ee 
Sharky’s Beer Company for an after dive a Da ——_— oe 


cocktail. . 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS: AS would be | 5) 
expected of any quality dive operation, a BY : : ! 
basic open water scuba certifications are Los Roques Ar chipelago is the oldest and 


easily booked on demand. Full certifica- } ) 
tion courses are offered under the aus- | | est marine park inthe Caribbean withthe 
pices of PADI but referral education (also ee 

Known as open water completions) can 
be done under PADI, NAUI or SSI. In fact, 
these referral programs have become in- 
creasingly popular at Ocean Divers. This 
allows students to work with their dive 
shop back home for the technical, class- 


f diving found 30 years ago. In addition 


to our pristinéyeefs, visit our interior. 


rainforests, rivers a nd trek to:the tallest 


room portions of their scuba certification. _ | , \ 
Even the pool sessions can be done waterfall inene world, Angel Falls~ 
back home. But, instead of doing the _ 3 


open water dives in a cold, dark quarry or all in a, oncezn-a-lifetime vacation! 
lake, you can finish the course diving the . 4 

reefs of the Key Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary under the supervision of an 
Ocean Divers’ instructor. You learn the 
same skills but within the environment of 
a tropical dive holiday. 

At the entry level, Ocean Divers intro- 
duces the sport of scuba via resort 
courses. More appropriately Known as 
the Discover Scuba Course, this pro- 
gram allows a non-certified diver to ex- 
plore the basics of scuba in the class- 
room, pool and along a shallow coral reef a a 
(under the close supervision of an in- ty oe 7 & 
structor), all in the same day. i . aa 

However, Ocean Divers is committed 
to advanced diver education. It has pur- Ss - 
chased a number of Scubapro Dive Link an 
underwater communication devices, a 





. : P : 
‘ ea | . 
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which allow the instructor to speak to the nee VENET Tae , Thal PEPER Is 

student underwater rather than rely on , 

hand signals. Imagine the convenience, (J ; Tropical Adventures Travel : Island Dreams Tours and Travel 

Sacer eee es ee varien POSS: é L7, : Ph iis baer aas igi 5431 : Ph saeen Fa aati 

iret p ' ; 5 - ® Fax: - 2 . ! e Fax. 

bilities these devices Can provide! LINEA TURISTICA AEREOTUY ; e-mail: lta@divetropical.com ; e-mail: info@islandream.com 
Specialty certifications are constantly http:/Awww.divetropical.com httpy/wwwislandream.com 

In demand at Ocean Divers. These saa Experience the Adventure Reef & Rainforest 

pand on the specifics of a particular un- Diving Services by 800-815-5019 800-794-9RNR 9767) 

derwater activity and, given the diversity Sesto Continente Ph: (305) 267-6644 : Ph: (415) 289-1760 © Fax: (415) 289-1763 


Fax: (305) 261-6648 : e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 
: http://www.reefrainfrst.com 


of its underwater resources, Key Largo is 
a perfect place to expand skills. For ex- ; 
ampte,: the’ Wreck:Dive specialty: Gives: 2): sierra ees | Che ENE? n: Reades Satie oar 

students the opportunity to dive the re- 
mains of the Benwood, a World War II 


era freighter, or the Bibb and Duane, a 


pair of 8327 foot Coast Guard cutters in- 
tentionally sunk as dive attractions in Before you buy or upgrade your equipment: 





1987. The Duane settled upright in 120 

feet of water, while her sister ship now FREE ADVICE 

rests on her starboard side at 130 feet. Whether you’re a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk 
Both have attracted abundant marine to a Central Certified Scuba Diver before you waste your time and money. 


life, including a colorful encrustation of FREE CATALOG 
sponges, hyarolds ana Nard corals: Just call, toll-free, and ask for the Central Skin Divers } 


While they are obvious destinations for 2 
Wreck Dive specialty certifications, they Catalog Listing of recommended Name-Brand Equipment, 


are also popular underwater classrooms with no obligation to buy anything, now or ever. 
for Deep Dive and Nitrox specialties. Callnow: J1-S$QOO0Q-S3-SCUBA 
(Continued on Page 109) eel Oe ee eT 
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TRAINING 
INSTRUCTORS 
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Site PKs 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
WALT STEARNS 


ith each passing year, more and 

more dive resorts and stores 
around the globe will open their doors 
for the first time. At the same time, ex- 
isting operations will continue to seek 
key personnel to fulfill the growing de- 
mands of specialized diving practices. 
For example, several respected resorts 
and live-aboards now offer nitrox and, 
with the popular specialties of under- 
water photography, wreck diving, un- 
derwater naturalist and deep diving, 
the industry is more complex than ever. 
Many scuba instructors seeking a role 
in this exciting and challenging industry 
quickly discover that offering entry level 
training is simply not enough. 


Top: Divemaster Jose 
Bertrand conducts 
anchorline tie-off drills. 
Above left: Course direc- 
tor Raul Loredo and 
students descend to the 
Mercedes with the 
second mooring down- 
line. Above right: 
Students practice pene- 
tration dives on the 
Mercedes. Left: ROS 
students check their 
nitrox tables. 








For an instructor holding an ROS 
(Resort Operations Specialist) Gold Card 
“membership has its privileges.” This is 
especially apparent when you look at 
their typical starting salary, which is 
$3,000 to $5,000 more than their coun- 
terparts holding basic open water in- 
structor ratings. 

The rational is simple. An ROS instruc- 
tor is certified in at least one-half dozen 
speciality courses, including Medic First 
Aid and Nitrox. This instructor is also 
trained in both dive boat and compressor 
operations. 

Providing this type of upper level train- 
ing is 26 year old Divers Unlimited, a PA- 
DI Career Develooment Center. The suc- 
cess of this Hollywood, Florida, facility 
has come through the leadership of own- 
er Dave Inman. 

Divers Unlimited is not an “instructor 
factory” interested only in certifying stu- 
dents and swiftly kicking them out the 
door. This PADI Five Star Instructor 
Training facility is interested in what it can 
do for the in- 
structor candi- 
dates seeking 
to make a ca- 
reer in this dy- 
namic field; an 
attitude that 
has earned DU 
a list of presti- 
gious titles and 
awards for ex- 
cellence. DU’s 
focus isn’t on 
the number of 
graduates but what these individuals will 
accomplish with the knowledge and 
training they have gained. 





Dave Inman 


THE GOLD PROGRAM 

To keep in step with the ever changing 
aspects of the industry, the Divers Un- 
limited Gold Program is constantly evolv- 
ing, developing programs from which in- 
structors, new and old, can benefit. 

At present, DU offers 13 specialties at 
the instructor level that can be custom 
designed to work best with an instruc- 
tor’s career goals and desired work en- 
vironment. In particular is its MSDT 
(Master Scuba Diver Trainer) Program, 
designed for those planning to stay in 
the U.S. market. The MSDT includes the 
big five specialties (based on the de- 
mand/interest of most shop clientele), 
Wreck, Deep, Night, Naturalist and 
Navigator. Divers Unlimited’s unique ac- 
cess to a large variety of wreck sites 
(ranging in depth from 60 to 110 feet) 
gives MSDT students the opportunity to 
practice everything from simple wreck 
dives to more complex penetrations. 

With the Underwater Naturalist spe- 
cialty, students construct their own reef 

(Continued on Page 123) 
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WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT US: 

e “Top 5 Resort Rating” 

e “Best dive vacation we ever had” 
e “Wonderful, magnificent” 

e “Great staff and service” 

e “Blessed by Mother Nature” 


WHAT WE SAY: 

¢ Over 50% repeat guests 

e Magnificent Spanish villa in tropical paradise 
e Excellent service and great cuisine 


e 4 Custom Dive Boats, Tennis, Freshwater 
Pool, Gym 


¢ Great variety of diving—Walls, Pinnacles, 
Shipwrecks, Volcanic Caves 


e Easy diving—S to 20 minutes to dive sites 





“POSADA DEL SOL 


The Zac¢ of the Caribbean 





, ~ 1-800-642-3483 ¢ (561) 624-3483 
“Email: EEN trav com ¢ http://www.posadadelsol.com 
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AND WE’LL GIVE YOUBACK YOUR MIND, | 


The luxury all-inclusive resort that combines 


¢ All dives and equipment included 
all the pleasures of an active dive vacation with PADI Coutsesavailalile 


cares designed to revitalize and relax both SERIE SPS: YGF Ress RE TS 
body and mind. Whether diving the thrilling IL. All SOl RC i: 
wreck of the Bianca C. (Nearly 600 ft. long!) Crsivecla 
or experiencing our wonderful health and 
relaxation treatments, La Source is designed to 
make you feel like a new person. All you need 


to bring is your body and your mind. 
OSDIAD 1996 


The hardest decision you'll make 
is what not to do. 


Call SunSwept Oceans: 
800-549-DIVE ¢ 305-532-2591 
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UNDERWATER PHOTO EQUIPMENT 





Top: This anemonefish photo was 
easy to get using Sea & Sea's MX- 
10 camera with Close-up Lens and 
YS-40A strobe. Appropriate sub- 
jects for this system include corals, 
sponges, turtles and other medi- 
um-sized marine life. 
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Sea & Sea’s MX-10 
with Close-Up Lens 


OEE TOPOGRAPHY MADE EASY 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


veryone wants to take fish pictures. 

In the past this took lots of equip- 
ment, skilland patience. Sea & Sea 
Underwater Photography USA has a bet- 
ter way. Its MX-10 is an entry level cam- 
era that allows you to change lenses un- 
derwater. The Close-up Lens, for in- 
stance, attaches to the built-in camera 
lens and expands your picture taking po- 
tential. It allows you to photograph sub- 
jects as close as 1.6 feet. This makes 
taking pictures of fish, coral, soonges, 
turtles and other medium-sized under- 
sea animals easy. 

The MX-10 Close-up Lens has a single 
element mounted in heavy duty ABS 
resin. Aspecial bayonet mount locks it 
onto the front of the camera. Framing the 
subject correctly is critical, so Sea & Sea 
has devised a special gunsight-type view- 


er. Aspecial mask easily attaches to the 
back of the camera eyepiece. When you 
want to center a subject in your photo, 
you align the circle of the mask with the 
tip of the triangular notch on the top of the 
lens. You focus by estimating the dis- 
tance. At first this may seem difficult but 
we came up with a surefire method. First, 
measure 1.6 feet on your arm, starting at 
the tip of your index finger. When you use 
the Close-up Lens for the first time, find a 
stationary subject. Move the camera to 
the 1.6 foot point on your arm and move 
your finger to a point in front of the sub- 
ject. Don’t touch the subject. Move the 
camera back in front of your mask and 
shoot. After you try this a few times, you 
will get a feel for the right distance and will 
be ready to try photographing fish. Keep 

(Continued on Page 110) 
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Perspective 


What is Essential for Snorkelerse 


BY JOEL SIMON 





day’s snorkelers. 
As the sport 
evolves, so do the 





reeks lasing fee our comfort, safety 


and education. However, to even determine 
what items qualify as accessories, we must 
decide exactly what is essential. For this | re- 
flect on an early experience in the South Seas. 


In 1985 | concluded a marine biology : 


teaching contract with a cruise line in Suva, 
Fiji. AS | walked down the ship’s gangway, | 


noticed a young local man loading lumber 


onto a pick-up truck. 


“Bula,” said the fellow with a smile. “My : 


name is Tui.” Soon | was helping with the 
wood. As we completed the task, he politely 
asked me where | was going. 

“Nowhere special, it’s my first time in Fiji. 
| just want to see the country,” | replied. 

“Well then, why not come along with me? 
If you like, you can help unload the lumber,” 
Tui said. 

After three days of loading, unloading and 


loading the boards on trucks, buses and : 


boats, we finally arrived at the shore of 
Dreketi village on the island of Qamea. The 
community waded into the water to wel- 
come Tui home and assist with the cargo. 
One youngster wailed, believing | was an an- 
cestral ghost, another thought | was a mar- 
ket purchase, like the wood, from the big 
city. There | stayed, living in his parent’s 


formed the planks into a sturdy open skiff, | 

became an active participant in village life. 
The daily routine reflected the relaxed 

and joyous philosophy by which Fijians live 


their lives. Children scampered around the : 


island in small laughing bands, sporting 
faded, tattered T-shirts, shorts and tiny bare 
feet. Perhaps they came back at night, per- 
haps they slept with another family. 
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n this issue of : 
Snorkeling : 
Tourbook we : 
focus on avariety : 
of accessories : 
available for to- : . 
rourou and dalo and then later prepared the 
: dinner. In the morning, the men did their : 
: chores and Tui and | worked on the boat. In : 
the afternoon, the men went out to spear : 
: the evening meal. | went with them. For this : 
: activity, my preparations were always the : 
: same: find mask, fins, snorkel, gloves, : 
: booties, wetsuit, white nylon cover-up, : 
mesh fish bag and line, climb into it all and : 
7 assemble my collapsible, three piece, 
: thread-jointed aluminum and stainless steel: 
polespear. In the meantime, the men would : 
: patiently look on with curiosity and amuse- : 
ment, a tiny pair of hand-carved wooden : 
: goggles dangling in one massive hand and : 
: arusted steel shaft in the other. Thus outfit- 
: ted in polyurethane, nylon and neoprene, | 
: (perhaps | did resemble a mythological : 
: specter) and my companions in faded : 
: shorts with wide bare feet toughened : 
: through experience, we simply walked into : 
: the water, swam to the nearby reef and ob- : 
: tained our sustenance. 
: Unlike Tui and his buddies, most of us 
: don’t have to snorkel to feed our children. : 
: Survival is supplanted with recreational plea- : 
: Sure we can enjoy and share with our families 
- and friends. And, unlike those in remote vil- : 
' lages, most of us have access to fullservice : 
dive shops that stock a growing array of de- 
: lightful accouterments designed to make : 
: snorkeling easier, saferand more enjoyable. 
house, for almost a month. While we trans- : 


ing different clothes than when they left. 


Parents were not concerned. Among the vile 
lagers, love and care for the children was : 


universal and shared. 


The women spent much of the day work- | 


ing the gardens growing taro, cassava, 
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| Accessorize! 
Lots of Goodies 
_ for Fun in the 

| Water 





B) Animals that Cut, 4 
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While | use (and appreciate) many of : oe oo 


is not reflected in fancy equipment. <a 


: these items, part of snorkeling’s sophistica- : : | 
: tion is its simplicity. Even a modest pairof | RS 
goggles can open our eyes to the wonders of oe Be A ee 

: the aquatic realm. The freedom offreediving : 

: is a direct expression of just how little gear is: 
: really needed to indulge in the three dimen- 
: sional world of water. As | learned during 
those afternoons spent swimming with the 
: my friends in Fiji, the essence of snorkeling 
Eventually they returned home, often wear- _: 














dealer, call (800) 368-9255. 







Deep SEE SurF Sock: Perfect for warm 
water, tropical climate 
snorkeling, this 3mm ny- 
lon || neoprene sock pro- 
tects against fin chafing 
and keeps stinging marine 
critters away from sensitive 


element of cushiony comfort. The Surf Sock comes in black in men’s 


For information on your nearest Deep See dealer, call (800) 367-2626. 


SEA Quest LUMEN 4: This powerful light will 
deliver an exceptionally bright beam. The 
6% inch light is made of high impact ABS 
and ergonomically designed for an 
easy grip. The 4.42 watt, 120 
lumen, xenon halogen bulb is 
powered by four C-cell alkaline 
batteries that provide up to six 
hours of continuous use. The 








computer designed, dimpled light reflector produces a sharp and even 
beam pattern easily penetrating the darkest waters. The on/off switch 
can be locked against accidental turn-ons. Equipped with lanyard, the 
Lumen 4 comes in yellow, black or metalite. $38 with batteries; $36 : 
: (305) 667-3572 for the location of your nearest Seahawk dealer. <2 


without batteries. For more information call (800) 854-7066. 


Scnorkeler. 





The Snorkeler s Wishlist: 
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AEROSKIN CALIFORNIA'S AQUASKIN 320°: | 
Because even tropical conditions can result 
in hypothermia and bare skin is subject to abrasions and stings, : 
Aeroskin has utilized 320 denier grade P2 (Polyolefin) in its new dive- 
skin. The P2 fabric contains an anti-microbial agent to protect against : 
common rashes and infections. It also has superior thermal and UV : 
protection and features kneepads, a Spinepad and flatlock and over- ; 
lock stitching for comfort and durability. The Aquaskin 320° is avail- : 
able in black, blue, yellow, teal, fuchsia and purple for a suggested re- 


tail price of about $115. For information on your nearest Aeroskin : paed 
: Even warm water snorkelers need a little in- 


: Sulation sometimes. The dilemma is 
: whether to trade comfort and freedom 


: The outer skin is abrasion resistant and 
: windproof but breathable. It stretches in four direc- 
: tions for a perfect fit and is fleece lined to provide thermal insulation 
: (equivalent to 2.5mm neoprene). The fabric has flat-lock seams that 
ankles. The no sole design slips easily into a fin footpocket for an added 
: (609) 825-4771 for the location of your nearest dealer. 


sizes XS through XL. The Deep See Surf Sock is available for about $16. : 
: i : : SEAHAWK Press U/W ID Carps: The key to a more memorable and fulfill- 


ing snorkel is the ability to identify the many beautiful and strange resi- 
: dents of the sea. Seahawk Press has 

: 11 identification cards 
: (there are more on the 
: way) with the images 
: and names of fish, in- 

: vertebrates 
: seashells from around 
: the world—and you can 
: take them with you under- 


Ss Fearbag 





WRISTKEY 





INNOVATIVE ScuBA Concepts WristKEY: How do you solve two important 
dilemmas faced by water enthusiasts: What do | do with my keys and 
how do | retrieve them if lost in the water? Get the Wristkey—t floats! 
slip the soft, cloth covered buoyant foam cord onto your wrist and at- 
tach your keys via the small brass split ring. Now you can snorkel 
without worry. WristKey is available in pink, green, yellow, blue, pur- 
ple and black for $4.75. Call (800) 472-2740 for the 
name of a dealer in your area. 








HENDERSON POLARTEC THERMAL STRETCH Hoop: 


of movement for warmth. With this 
Polartec hood you can have all three. 


won’t chafe and anti-microbial properties that resist mildew. $53. Call 








and 





an 


water. The waterproof, 9% by 7 
6% inch, vinyl laminated cards are hole punched at the top for easy at- 
tachment. Each subject is drawn in full color from Jerry Greenberg’s 
photographs. The cards can be purchased individually for $5.50. Fax 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 


shops, proudly announced that | was a snorkeler, not a diver, and , 
was looking for some additional equipment. Looking up from glossy : 
pages showing blue water splashed with colorful reef fish, a young : 
"even want them, make the investment and get them. 


n preparation for this article, | walked into one of my local dive : 


Sales attendant politely said, “Hi, my name’s Phil. What do you need?” 


| thought about this for a moment. It was a good question, one I'd : 
: you're about bifocal age, aren’t you? Got a bifocal mask yet?” 


asked myself many times without coming to a definite conclusion. 

“| have what | need already,” | respond- 
ed, “Now |’m inthe market for acces- 
sories—all the extras!” 

“Oh goodie,” said Phil, clasping his 
hands together, then closing the maga- 
zine, “you came to the right place!” 

“So Phil, you have snorkeling acces- 
sories here?” | casually asked. Now it was 
his turn to think for a moment, which he 
did with an appropriate appearance of con- 
cern. First turning one way, then the other, 
he was surveying the store’s entire inven- 
tory: colorful hanging displays, glass 
counter tops, the undercounter shelves, 
cardboard boxes and pegboard walls 
punctuated with masks, fins and snorkels. 
Then he perused the photo area, the book 
and magazine racks, the wetsuit area, the 
drysuit area, the BC area and the underwater light display. 


there is indeed some overlap. 


makes a better seal around your face and is much more comfortable.” 


“Yes, | have a silicone mask.” | answered. He was right. Silicone is 


a tremendous improvement over the older rubber masks. 
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SOME ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR 
SNORKELING PLEASURE 


Magnification lenses for your mask 
Diveskins, booties and hoods 
Flotation devices 
Weightbelts 
Emergency whistles 
Kayaks and boogie boards 
Depth gauges 
Dive watches 
Thermometers 
Lanyards 
Underwater lights 
Disposable cameras 


Waterproof plastic fish cards 





Noticing my glasses, he asked, “Do you have a prescription mask 
or do you use contacts?” 

“A prescription mask,” | answered. Corrective lenses have made a 
world of difference to me. My recommendation: If you need them or 


Estimating my age pretty accurately he continued. “Let’s see, 


“Un-uh,” | said, wagging my head. “Not 
quite yet.” 

“You can get these little plastic or glass 
reading lenses to put either in conventional 
or prescription masks. Makes a big differ- 
ence. All my Dad’s friends love them.” 

“How about a new snorkel?” he asked, 
waving his arm casually at the brilliant line- 
up. “I’ve got fancy purge valves top and 
bottom that really work, comfortable sili- 
cone mouthpieces, ergonomic curves and 
all different colors.” 

| told him | had a snorkel. 

“And fins?” asked Phil. “You’re probably 
Still using those heavy old black ones that 
never wear out. Like the kind in our garage.” 

“Mine are white, otherwise you're cor- 
rect,” | replied. Phil showed me several new 


pairs of lightweight fins ideal for snorkeling, including some with ad- 
“Yes,” he said tentatively, “except that some of this stuff also gets 
used by divers.” That worked for me. When it comes to equipment, 


justable straps. These facilitate the use of neoprene booties, which 
protect feet and toes from abrasion. Owing to their buoyancy, they al- 


: $0 can help keep snorkelers horizontal in the water. Booties can be 

“So, I’m sure you have a mask?” he asked almost apologetically. “I. : 
know technically a mask is not an accessory, in fact, it’s probably the 
most essential piece of equipment, but today there are so many op- : 
tions and features you should know about. Do you havea silicone : 
mask? They really do last longer than the old rubber ones. And silicone : 


invaluable for beach entries and exits, where rocks and coral rubble 
can be uncomfortable or worse on bare feet. Plus, they keep feet just 
a bit warmer. 

“| appreciate the updates Phil but, remember, I’ve got my basic 
equipment already. How about some accessories?” 

First up was the diveskin section. Many snorkelers know that float- 
ing over a coral reef is the perfect opportunity for an unforgettable sun- 


: burn. Today’s choices for protecting sensitive skin range from water- 








Snorkelers can use a variety of accessories that 
make exploring the underwater world more 
enjoyable. There are waterproof fish identifica- 
tion books (right), snorkeling kayaks (below) 
and many different cameras (below right). 


proof sunscreen to the popular full body Lycra suits. These suits come in an in- 
creasingly flamboyant array of colors and patterns. Although Lycra 
doesn’t offer much thermal protection, it does protect from the sun, 
occasional stinging zooplankton or jellyfish, possible coral abra- 
sions and other unwanted collisions that could injure bare skin. 
Lycra does a good job but almost any kind of attire from pa- 
jamas to long-sleeved T-shirts will offer similar protection. 
Polartec and neoprene suits will help keep you warmer 
__ while snorkeling, which may be desirable even in the 
' tropics. They come in full body or shortie versions. 
Rummaging through a box, Phil pulled out some 
brightly colored hoods. 
“These make a snorkeler 
more visible in the day. Did you 
know most body heat is lost 
through your head?” Phil asked. 
“But not when you wear a hood,” he 
assured me. 
Neoprene suits, hoods and booties will add 
buoyancy. For some snorkelers, the more securely they 
float the happier they are. Wearing foam belts around the waist or waterski type jackets can add confi- 
dence. Other snorkelers prefer to adjust their buoyancy, giving them the freedom to easily dive and ex- 
plore under the water. A modest weightbelt will compensate for neoprene suits and for the natural 
buoyancy many people experience in salt water. Used in tandem with a lightweight inflatable snorkel- 
ing vest, this combination adds both versatility and safety. Vests are also a logical place to attach a 
Small but powerful whistle, just in case you need to attract some attention. 

Snorkelers have other options for flotation, including those that add mobility, such as kayaks and 
boogie boards. Kayaking is becoming increasingly popular. These lightweight, yet sturdy vessels 
make excellent platforms from which to explore relatively calm marine environments. Before you jump off, just make sure you 
know how to get back on! 

“Do you surface dive, Joel? Here, take a look at this nifty little capillary depth gauge. Just wear it like a watch.” 

| hadn't seen one of these in years, a simple flat disk holding a clear plastic circular tube. Water enters the tube and shows the 
depth. It has no moving parts, yet is very accurate in the shallows and virtually indestructible—perfect for snorkelers and inexpen- 

(Continued on Page 86) 
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Life on a Shallow Reef 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAMMY PELUSO 





hen the subject of dangerous marine creatures comes up : 
W sharks are usually the first to be mentioned—20 years lat- : 
er, the memory of Jaws lingers on. Actually, sharks are on : 
the low end of the “danger” scale. Of the more than 250 species of : 


Sharks identified, only about 40 pose any danger to humans. 


worm or sea urchin. 


fiercely competitive environment. Each creature existing in this bat- 


easily avoided. 


snorkelers who accidentally brush up against the poisonous dart-like 
nematocysts that blanket its surface. Contact with fire coral causes 
painful welts on exposed skin but the sting of the Portuguese Man-of- 


tend more than 40 feet so it is occasionally felt before it is seen. 


with a towel or tweezers and flush it thoroughly with sea water. A di- 
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er may also be beneficial, however, this particular treatment can oc- 
casionally cause extreme dermatitis, So use caution. 

Some of the most common underwater injuries are caused by rel- 
atively sedentary critters such as sea urchins and fish belonging to 


the family Scorpaenidae, which includes scorpionfish, stonefish and 

Underwater injuries are rarely intentional attacks. Most are caused : 
by accidental collisions with the razor sharp edges of a coral head, 
the venom-filled spines of a scorpionfish or stingray, the stinging ne- : 
matocysts of jellyfish or fire coral, or the piercing daggers of a fire- : 


lionfish. Scorpionfishes and their relatives are not aggressive but 
they are well armed—a potent poison is stored in sacs at the base of 
their dorsal spines. Scorpionfish only use their weapons defensively. 
However, because of their uncanny ability to blend in with their sur- 


: roundings, they occasionally go unnoticed until it’s too late. 
Space and food are always in demand on the reef, creating a 


Scorpionfish wounds are painful and allergic reactions can some- 


: times develop. Soaking the injury in hot water for 30 to 90 minutes 
tlefield survives by using a specific attack strategy and method of de- : 
fense. Many critters use camouflage, some travel in dense schools, 
others have developed an arsenal of weapons and deadly poisons. 
Luckily, few possess toxins lethal enough to kill humans; unfortu- : 
nately, there are some that can cause a great deal of pain and dis- , 
comfort. The good news is if you know what to look for, all can be : 


will usually reduce the pain and swelling. If the sting produces a se- 
vere reaction, seek medical attention as soon as possible. 

Although most urchin spines do not contain poison, they are 
Sharp and brittle and often break off under the skin. The spines are 
difficult to remove because of countless tiny barbs pointing upward 
toward the tip. Soaking the injury in the hottest water you can stand 


: is the recommended remedy to relieve pain. You can try removing 

Hydroids are responsible for most snorkeling injuries; the culprits 
are usually fire coral, the Portuguese Man-of-War and jellyfish—all : 
members of the phylum Cnidaria. Fire coral is one of the greatest nui- : 
Sances because it is incredibly prolific and grows in a variety of 
forms—branching, upright and encrusting, often resembling true 
coral. Its smooth texture and tan coloring often make it invisible to : 


the spines with tweezers but it’s likely some will remain. The body 
will naturally break the spines down in a few days; meat tenderizer or 
a dilute vinegar solution may speed up the process. 

Fireworms (also called bristleworms) can cause a similar afflic- 
tion. The white bristle-like structures, called setae, covering the bod- 
ies of these colorful segmented worms are sharp and venomous, 


: causing pain, irritation and numbness. It is virtually impossible to re- 
: move embedded fireworm spines, they work their way into the skin 
: like strands of fiberglass. The best way to treat this wound is to thor- 
War is dangerous. Iridescent blue gas-filled floats make this hazard 
easy to identify but the long strands carrying the nematocysts can ex- : 


oughly dry the affected area with a hair dryer, if available, then use 
tape to remove any exposed pieces. A dilute solution of vinegar, am- 


: monia or isopropyl alcohol will help the spines dissolve more quick- 

Treatment for all Cnidarian stings is essentially the same: Do not : 
rub the wound or rinse it with fresh water—this will only activate any : 
remaining nematocysts and cause more pain. Remove any tentacles : 


ly; meat tenderizer may also help. Rubbing aggravates the injury. 
stingrays present snorkelers with another underwater hazard they 
need to be aware of. So named for a sharp barb on their tails, stingrays 


will often bury themselves in sand, becoming virtually invisible from 
lute solution of alcohol or vinegar should be applied to help dissolve 
any remaining nematocysts. A paste of lime juice and meat tenderiz- : 


the surface. Although stingrays are not naturally aggressive, they will 
occasionally sting swimmers and snorkelers who accidentally stum- 








Right: The Jewel Moray 
Ee/ (Muraena lentigi- 
nosa) has sharp teeth 
and, although it is not 
known to intentionally 
bite snorkelers, acci- 
dents can happen. 


: ble across them while wading through shallow water. These injuries 
: can be serious, depending on the size and depth of the incision. The 
venom can cause great pain and, in extreme cases, sweating, faint- 
; ness, muscle cramps and irregular or rapid heartbeat. Wash the 
: wound thoroughly and soak it 

: for 30 to 90 minutes in hot 

: water. Watch the victim close- 

: ly and, if serious symptoms 

: begin to appear, seek medical 

: attention immediately. 


It’s rare but fish bites do oc- 


' cur, usually during fish feeding 


yg, — fiascoes. Reef fish are inher- 


ently non-aggressive toward 


» : humans, however, moray eels, 


groupers and Barracuda have, 


: on occasion, been known to 


Fig > a a,” : r? ms 


Above: The Hawaiian Turkeyfish (Pterois sphex) has poison in its 


of a Bearded Fireworm (Hermodice carunculata) are venomous. 


' : mistake fingers for food. The 
: best way to avoid accidents 


2 during these scenarios Is to re- 
dorsal spines. Right: The tiny polyps of Branching Fire Coral (Millepora : 


alcicornis) contain stinging nematocysts. Below: The bright white tufts : entering the water and leave 


: the feeding to the experts. Fish 
: bites vary in severity; in all cas- 
: es it’s imperative the wound be 
: washed thoroughly and treat- 
: ed with topical antibiotic to 
: prevent infection. 


move all shiny jewelry before 


Few marine injuries are Severe enough to require professional 


: medical attention. However, every situation is different and needs to 
be evaluated accordingly. If the injury is severe or persistent, consult 
: a physician. A first aid kit stocked with vinegar, rubbing alcohol, meat 
tenderizer, hot water, antibiotic salve, adhesive tape, aspirin, gauze 
bandages and tweezers, will give you all the tools you'll need to treat 
most marine injuries. As always, prevention is always the best medi- 


3 : cine—wear a protective full-body dive suit and follow one simple 


: rule: If you don’t know what it is, don’t touch it! << 
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SNORKEL WITH “THE 


Come Snorkel Crystal River With... 


AMERICAN PRO 
DIVING CENTER 


Guided Manatee Tours of 
Crystal River, Homosassa River, 
and Rainbow River. 


(352) 563-0044 
(352) 563-0041 [Crystal River, FL 34429 


PADI 5 STAR All referrals welcome 
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tem Best Western 
\_, Crystal Resort 


@ Full Service Dive Shop 


@Boat Rentals [525 nw 7th Ave. 
Crystal River, FL 34428 


@ Reservations: 


SHOP: (352) 795-6798 
MOTEL: (800) 435-4409 


circle #381 on Reader Service Card 


Port. 
~Paradise 
Waterfront, All-Suite Motel, Marina, 
200 yards from Main Springs, Dive Shop, 
Pools, Three Bars, Certified & Rental 


Boats, Manatee Tours, Kayak Tours 
FL Only 


(352) 795-3111 
(352) 795-3111 | Crystal River, FL 34423 


circle #382 on Reader Service Card 
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TIPS AND TECHNIQUES 
(Continued from Page 83) 


sive. Phil also showed me some economical 
digital dive watches and small submersible 
thermometers. 

He was on aroll. “Now that we're talking 
wrists, look at these adjustable lanyards. You 
can easily fasten anything onto your wrist 
with these.” | asked Phil for a few examples. 

UNDERWATER LicuTs: There is an assortment 
of small submersible dive lights ideal for 
Snorkeling. These can be used in the day, es- 
pecially for illuminating dark areas under 
coral ledges and, of course, for night snorke- 


-, EXPERIENCE A 
? SNORKELING 
ADVENTURE AT 
~ SAND DOLLAR 
3 CONDOMINIUM 
RESORT 


RESERVATIONS: 


1-800-288-4773 
about our kids or 407-774-9292, 
roarams BONAIRE: 599-7-8738 
Programs. Fax 599-7-8760 
SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 
circle #144 on Reader Service Card 


Call for complete 
Guided Snorkeling 
packages and ask 





A Face Only 


Mother Nature S 


Could Love! 


Once you meet a manatee, 
you're hooked. In the U.S., 
manatees are found only in 
Florida with the greatest 
concentration inhabiting 
Citrus County due to our 
warm spring-fed waters, 
underwater cavern and 
friendly environment. 

To a snorkeler, Citrus County is 
"MOTHER NATURE'S THEME PARK". 
For more information about Citrus County, 


call: L-800-587-MOMS 
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at ‘snork 
o Great SN 


e Family FU 


ling. Before purchasing a light, be sure you 
understand its operation, maintenance and 
battery life. Some fancy lights burn bright 
but for a short time or require specialized 
batteries and bulbs that can be difficult to 
find in remote areas. In general, asmall, sim- 
ple light is best. 

DISPOSABLE CAMERAS: Snorkelers can be 
enthusiastic underwater photographers. A 
wide variety of cameras can be used while 
Snorkeling but the small single use models 
tend to be the most popular. They are rela- 
tively inexpensive, easy to use and can pro- 
duce surprisingly pleasant images. They are 
also easily carried on a wrist while in the 


: While relaxing at Bonaire's 


most exclusive resort, discover 
the pristine world below the sea 


through ‘ ‘Guided Snorkeling Tours” at 
The Plaza Resort 


For reservation & information call 


1-800-766-6016 


Tel: 617-821-1012 © Fax: 617-821-1568 


F 7h de 'E Dive A Ww the 771 you book an oce sanfront room 
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First time with 
MX-10/YS-40A. 
20mm Lens at f/4.5 


from three feet. First time with 


MX-10 Close-up 
Lens. Shot at f/16 
from 18 inches. 


— 307 33 
30) pHOTO/CARA SHERMAN “335A 
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Exclusive bayonet mount Automatic YS-40A pole Mi d-LUL a arel-naanalem ne-1ad-remlamelalel-1a\\r- Rate 
lets you change lenses delivers the right lo)avo)coleia-]elalva-lalems-lalar-miele)iolgelelmal-l\i(-maiacl= 
underwater light every time! 









camera that takes great pictures. The MX-10 can. 
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el aloma=\Vilale par We ol her amad.<-lemiolaelmePacaleam(-lepmeleliieiia 

exposure meter with LED, built-in flash. And with the 

new YS-40A automatic strobe, your pictures are 

perfectly illuminated every time. Add on a 20mm wide 

[Jah aat-1@ gee) maces t-ra0) om-lalemaal-la-m malom liseli mcomeal-m alalet moll 

o]d=t-) @)alolem\.ol0 Ra-] ane |-10m-\i molmaall @-la-M elo)[aler-lalemielelela@ olalas 
The MX-10: a beginner's best choice. 
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No chance of leakage at 
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Expand your creativity 
with accessory lenses 
you can attach or 
detach underwater. 
Shown: Macro lens mounted on built-in lens, 
Sportstinder, 20mm wide lens on caddy. 


Unmderwater 


SéAcSEA 


Photography USA 
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2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L, Carlsbad, CA 92009. Phone 760-929-1909. Fax 760-929-0098. 
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TIPS AND TECHNIQUES 


water. Check to see if your chosen camera 
includes its own elastic wrist strap or some 
other method of securing. 

WATERPROOF PLastic Fish Carbs: This is one 
of my personal favorites. Little colorful draw- 
ings (or photos) of the most prevalent reef 
fish (and invertebrates) make identification 
immediate and a lot of fun. Fish 1D cards are 
available in several editions: Caribbean, 
Hawaiian, Australian, etc. In addition to the 
cards, there are also waterproof fish ID books 
that can even be used while snorkeling. And 
Phil is right, a wrist lanyard is an ideal way to 
carry these cards around in the water. 

This put us in the instructional media sec- 
tion of the store, where a variety of maga- 
zines, videotapes, CD-ROMs and books on 


SND 


“Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at Bimini 
Undersea made the vacation 
for me... It’s people 
(like them] that ~~ 
make this 
suchan . 

- enjoyable sport.” 
Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 


Explore reefs, wrecks, and experi 


marine life are available. 

“These resources are as valuable to 
Snorkelers as they are for divers,” said Phil 
picking up the magazine he was reading 
when | first walked in. “Here, take a look at 
this for example,” he said with a sly smile. 
He leafed through a few pages, then opened 
up to the Snorkeling Tourbook Editorial 
page! We had a good laugh over that. He'd 
Suspected all along that my goal was infor- 
mation rather than purchases. 

With Phil’s valuable assistance, we de- 
fined many snorkeling accessories and 
agreed that, at least for some, divers could 
use them, too. 

We continued our tour through the racks 
of gear. My guide was never at a loss for 
words or enthusiasm as we explored 
Snorkeling applications for a variety of sub- 
mersible equipment. il 
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swimming with Biminis wild dolphin. 


3 days/2 nights from $199.00 


KEEFE in, a 


8 days/7 nights from $683. 00 : 


P.O. Box 693515, Miami, FL. 33269 
igi ://www.twofin.com/twofin/bua.htm 


n Bimini: 





These Professional 
Henderson Retailers 
are ready to assist in 

your suit selection 


Adventure Sports 
Blue Water Scuba, Inc 
Ricks Dive’N Travel Ctr, Inc 


Alexander’s/Dive Shop Too 


Aqua Blue Sports, Inc 
El Mar Diving Ctr 
Scuba Specialties, Inc 
ASU Divers 

Nautilus Aquatics 


Nautilus Diving & Sports Ctr 


Ocean Enterprises 
Pacific Wilderness 

Reef Seekers 

Sport Chalet 

Manta Ray Dive Center 
Scuba Joe, Inc 

A-1 Scuba & Travel Ctr 
Scuba Den 

Underwater Connection 
Underwater Phantasea 
Denver Divers 
Underwater Phantasea 
High Plains Scuba 
Atlantian Dive & Travel 
Sea View Scuba, Inc 
Beachnut Sports Center 
Poseiden Adventures 
Bill Jackson,, Inc 
Dean's Dive Center 
Divers Den 

Divers Discount 

Mac's Sports 

Deep Six Divers Services 
Action Aquatic 

Sea Sports Distr 

Boise Water Sports 
Adventures In Scuba 
Frogg Pond Dive Shop 
Sea Lions Dive Center 
Lake Michigan Scuba Ctr 


Divers Supply Indianapolis 


Divers Supply Indy West 
Divers Supply Muncie 
Pro Ski & Scuba, Inc 
Jack Vilas & Assoc, Inc 
East Coast Divers 
Divers Den 

Scuba Shoppe 

Knight Diver, Inc 

Aqua City Scuba 


Auburn AL 
Pelham AL 
North Little Rock AR 
Nogales AZ 
Phoenix AZ 
Mesa AZ 
Phoenix AZ 
Tempe AZ 
Pleasant Hill CA 
Rocklin CA 
San Diego CA 


SanPadro CA 
Beverly Hills CA 
AllLocations CA 
Fresno CA 
Boulder CO 
Englewood CO 
Wheat Ridge CO 


Colorado SprsCO 
Denver CO 
Denver CO 
Lakewood CO 
Ft. Collins CO 
Littleton CO 
Quaker Hill = CT 
Westbrook CT 
Wilmington DE 


Pinellas Park FL 
Pt. Charlotte FL 
Panama City FL 
Ft. LauderdaleFL 
Clearwater FL 


Lakeland FL 
Tampa Fi 
Pearl City HI 
Boise ID 
Chicago IL 


Highland Park IL 
Hanover Park IL 
Lake Zurich IL 
Indianapolis IN 
Indianapolis IN 
Muncie IN 
Wichita KS 
Morgan City LA 
Framingham MA 
Baltimore MD 


Rockville MD 
Fallston MD 
Waterville ME 


Johnson’s Sporting Goods Brunswick ME 


J.R. Aquatic Center 
Recreational Diving Sys 
Advanced Aquatics 
Adventure Sports 


Scuba Daddy’s Dive Shop 


Skin ‘N Scuba Dive 
Deep South Scuba 
Dive Shop 

Water World, Inc 
Down Under Dive Ctr 
Mid Coast Diving 
Underwater Sports 


Niles MI 
RoyalOak Mi 
St. Clair Shores MI 
Eden Prairie MN 
Apple Valley MN 


334-887-8005 
205-663-7428 
501-753-6004 
520-287-5103 

602-955-4120 
602-833-2971 

602-504-1112 
602-431-1164 
510-982-3483 
916-624-3483 

619-565-6054 
310-833-2422 
310-652-4990 
818-790-2717 
209-487-1355 
308-444-7234 
303-789-2450 
303-431-1088 
719-599-3483 
303-220-8282 
303-399-2877 
303-988-6725 
970-493-8562 
303-972-8993 
860-442-7279 
860-399-6534 
302-656-2326 
813-576-4169 
941-255-1111 

904-871-1011 

954-523-8354 
813-442-9931 

941-688-3015 
813-835-0062 
808-456-5311 

208-342-1378 
773-935-3483 
847-432-5055 
630-289-1680 
847-540-7211 

317-897-2822 
317-297-2822 
630-288-4868 
316-684-9738 
504-384-8012 
508-620-1176 
410-668-6866 
310-762-6200 
410-893-1636 
207-873-0266 
207-725-7531 

616-684-7007 
810-549-0303 
810-779-8777 
612-949-0909 
612-432-7070 


Independence MO 816-358-0855 


Jackson MS 
Claremont NC 
Durham NC 
Raleigh NC 
Omaha NE 
Keene NH 


601-957-3483 
704-459-7440 
919-596-8185 
919-852-5833 
402-391-1559 
603-357-4430 


Bimini Undersea  222:347-3089 « fax 242-347-3089 


tS pail eee 


circle #109 on Reader Service Card 


3 Or Call Henderson for a retailer near you 
< phone 609-825-4771 Fax 800-222-0013 


@ local fax 609-825-6378 
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These Professional 
Henderson Retailers 
are ready to assist in 

your suit selection 


Kunuku Dive & Travel 
Blue Water Divers 
Dosil’s Sport Center 
East Coast Diving 
Mar-Vel Underwater 
Ocean Explorers 
Scuba Connection 
Hoboken Dive Ctr, Inc 
Blue Abyss 

Lang’s Ski & Sport 


Aquatic Ctr of Rochester 


Central Skin Divers 
Dive, Inc/Diving 
Ocean Rock 

Pan Aqua Diving 


Diving Discovery Scuba Ctr 


Scuba University 
U.S. Sports Distributor 
Regional Divers 
Byram Bay Sports 
Scuba Network 
Adventures in Diving 
Buckeye Diving School 
Aquatic Sports 
AAqua-Tech Dive 
Scuba Venture, Inc 
Smokey’s Divers Den 
Underwater World 
Dudas Diving Duds 
York Diver 

B &M Distributing 
Sports Investment 
Dive Unlimited 

Dive World 

Aqua Adventures, Inc 
Dive West, Inc 

Divers Paradise 
International Scuba 
Ocean's Window 
Scuba Magic 

Sea Sports Scuba 
Adventures in Scuba 
International Scuba 
Seatopia Pro’Dive 
Neptune Divers 
Aquatic Adventures 
Ski & Dive 

The Dive Shop 


Waterfront Diving Center 


Silent World Divers 
Underwater Connection 


Alpha NJ 
Ramsey NJ 
N. Middletown NJ 
Northfield NJ 
Collingswood NJ 
Edison NJ 
BelleMead NJ 
Hoboken NJ 
Point Pleasant Nu 
Trenton NJ 
Henrietta NY 
Jamaica NY 
Lynnbrook NY 
Bohemia NY 
New York NY 
Albany NY 


Ballston Spa NY 
Lawrence NY 
Newburgh NY 
Port Chester NY 


Yonkers NY 
Strongsville OH 
Bedford OH 
Portland OR 
Ardmore PA 
Sinking SpringPA 
Lancaster PA 
Horsham PA 
West Chester PA 
York PA 
E. Providence RI 

Warwick Rl 

Aiken SC 
BigSandy JN 
Dallas TX 
Dallas TX 
Webster TX 
Pasadena IX 
Plano TX 
Carrollton 1X 
Houston TX 
Irving TX 
Pasadena IX 
Clearfield UT 


Salt Lake City UT 
Alexandria VA 


Chantilly VA 
Fairfax VA 
Burlington = VT 
Bellevue 


Menomonee F WI 


908-454-3577 
201-327-2822 
908-787-0508 
609-646-5090 
609-962-8719 
908-906-8400 
908-359-1250 
201-795-3483 
908-714-0200 
609-538-1970 
716-334-1670 
718-739-5772 
516-872-4571 

516-471-9500 
212-736-3483 
518-456-8146 

518-885-8554 
516-371-5075 
914-566-1112 
914-937-2685 
914-779-2966 
216-572-2005 
216-439-3677 
503-245-4991 

610-642-3483 
610-678-2688 
717-393-5333 
215-672-4180 
610-436-0176 
717-846-0400 
401-434-5058 
401-785-4320 
803-649-3483 
901-593-5063 
214-696-6090 
214-750-6900 
281-332-9982 
281-998-3483 
972-423-3483 
972-416-3644 
281-970-0899 
214-594-7234 
281-998-3483 
801-776-3483 
801-466-9630 
703-765-3483 
703-263-0429 
703-698-7220 
802-865-2771 


WA 206-747-8842 


414-251-8283 


Additional 
Retailers 


to follow 





Or Call Henderson for a retailer near you 
phone 609-825-4771 Fax 800-222-0013 
local fax 609-825-6378 













The World’s Finest Snorkel and Dive Apparel 





a. 


"Designer 













~ Hot Skins 
Kids Hot Skins — = J sings 
with Lycra®, ieee = eae 
Made in U.S.A. ere oP = 
| great musk 








Made in U.S. As 






Henderscn Trilaminate_ 4 

is Neutrally Buoyant, 
Windproof, Breathable, ~~ 
Soft Fleece Lining, Nylon = 
Lycra® exterior, Made in . 
U.S.A. 










Black Maxx- > | 
Lightweight Neoprene® _ 
Embossed chest for great 
















Classic Lightweight 
Neoprene® Warm 
and Flexible, 
Made in U.S.A. 







| Cap & Gloves conserve ee. | 
warmth, great comfort &. | 


flexibility 






Octotropic boot with 
Octopus sole design, 
arch support and 
breathable side panels 










he fun of § 
le ease of sn 


Call (800)327-0412 for brachure & dealer 
Web Site http://www.browniedive.com/dive 


940 NW Ist Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


EBROWNNE S 
: J334I 


ager 
vg a ts é wh LBs 
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KELLY’S ON THE BAY 
» & Aqua-Nut Divers 
2. Tank 2-Location Dive for only $32.00 


(Includes tanks & Weights. Available in our dive packages. ) 


“A Very Special Place” 


Let us pamper you. ..we Carry your tanks. 
We are one of the very few dedicated dive resorts in the Florida Keys. 
p 32 very comfortable, private rooms 
p> Brand new, state-of-the-art 42 foot dive boat 
> PADI, NAUI instruction, open water referrals, Nitrox instruction. 


1-800-226-0415 —__ 


MM 104 Bayside, 104220 Overseas Hwy | 
Key Largo, FL 33037 
305-451-1622 Fax 305-451-4623 
E-mail: Kellysymo@acl.com i 
Web: http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.htm 
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COCONUT HARBOUR 


~ The Dedicated 1A 


Divers Resort” |” 



















> Oper-Arr Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> Fresh Water Sw:mming Pool and Jacuzzi SS 
>In-Rcom Min Kitehens > 10% Discount on Dive Picket 
Dive Feom Your Door Step 
+ Boat Brves Northwall - Stingray City 
Fact End - Qn-site dive shop 
» Shore Diving Waldo’s Reef- Waldo's Wall 
Grand Cayman, BWI 
1-800-332-6281 


_— —_ ee a 
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ADVANCED DIVING 


Scientific Diving 
Defined 


BY JEANNE BEAR SLEEPER 


cientists scuba dive to gather infor- 

mation. This might include collecting 
samples, observing animal behavior, 
recording which organisms inhabit an 
area, searching for artifacts or pho- 
tographing underwater habitats or or- 
ganisms. Like recreational divers, some 
scientific diving is for the purpose of 
merely seeing what’s there and looking 
for new critters, behaviors and underwa- 
ter formations. 

Diving under the auspices of an educa- 
tional institution, governmental agency or 
nongovernmental agency is often con- 
ducted in a different 


erally considered scientific diving. 

All groups setting guidelines for scien- 
tific diving share the common goal of div- 
er safety. Scientific diving takes place in 
every possible underwater environment. 
Some spots are pretty nasty. Few are in 
clear, calm, tropical water. Researchers 
need to collect data at regular intervals 
and in specific locations. Similar to the 
post office, neither rain, nor sleet nor 
snow can stop them from making a dive. 
Low visibility, fast currents, cold water, 
big swells, surge, wind and all that 
Mother Nature can dish up are everyday, 

on the job chal- 


manner than a scientific method (noun) lenges for a diving 
recreational dive. oe researcher. 

There are many The principles and empirical Scientists use 
more guidelines processes of discovery and specialized equip- 


and restrictions and 
more stringent 
training require- 
ments. Some uni- 
versity programs re- 
quire 100 hour long 
scuba certification 
courses with rigor- 
ous watermanship 
and academic test- 
ing and a full medi- 
cal examination ev- 
ery one to three 
years. Educational 
institutions have 
diving control boards that monitor compli- 
ance with detailed policies and proce- 
dures. The diving safety officer is responsi- 
ble for ensuring that divers follow the regu- 
lations and meet competency require- 
ments. Working scientific divers cannot be 
worried about how to scuba dive—their 
focus is data collection. 

Other rule setting and enforcing enti- 
ties include the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA), Worker’s 
Compensation and insurance carriers. 
General guidelines for scientific divers 
are promulgated by the American 
Academy of Underwater Sciences 
(AAUS). Military diving regulations incor- 
porate many of these agencies’ con- 
cepts but, owing to the nature of its mis- 
sion, the military ultimately establishes its 
own protocol. Military diving is not gen- 


demonstration considered 
characteristic of or necessary for 
scientific investigation, generally 
involving the observation of phenome- 
na, the formulation of an hypothesis 
concerning the phenomena, 

experimentation to demonstrate the 
truth or falseness of the hypothesis, 

and a conclusion that validates or 

modifies the hypothesis. 


ment, assistants 
and established 
procedures when 
collecting data. 
Their actions need 
to be repeatable, 
accurate, quantifi- 
able and docu- 
mented. The sam- 
ples collected 
need highly accu- 
rate notations, 
such as where the 
sample was col- 
lected, method of 
collection, depth, water temperature, 
light, salinity and relationship to other 
similar and dissimilar organisms or data. 

Archaeologists locate a potential arti- 
fact site, then invest many dives placing a 
grid system over the area, drawing and 
photographing items in situ. Where the 
items lie in relation to one another may be 
meaningful. The very last underwater 
step is artifact removal. Then begins the 
tedious surface tasks of cataloguing, 
identifying, cleaning and preserving arti- 
fact. Scientists frequently spend 5 to 20 
hours on the surface or in the lab for ev- 
ery hour spent underwater. 

Research projects are typically funded 
by grants and there is never enough mon- 
ey for all the projects scientists would like 
to do. Applying for a grant is a slow, 
painstaking process. Unless your ongo- 





ing salary is paid by a business or edu- 
cational institution, there are often lean 
times between grants and projects. 
Your commitment to underwater scien- 
tific research must be steadfast to sur- 
vive the highs and lows of failed experi- 
ments, inconsistent data and insufficient 
fundings. 

Maintaining a diving program is ex- 
pensive. Diving control boards are re- 
sponsible for training, testing and su- 
pervising all diving activities. Tanks, 
regulators, compressors, dive boats, 
vehicles, swimming pools, research 
labs and never ending material and 
supply needs add up to big dollars even 
before staff wages and office costs are 
tacked on. Rarely are people hired just 
because they are divers, even if they 
have a comprehensive logbook. A busi- 
ness or school hires a biologist or 
chemist who also is acertified, and 
hopefully experienced, diver. Multi-tal- 
ented and trained people have an easi- 
er time finding employment. 

Some programs use volunteer recre- 


ational scuba divers to assist with scien- | 


tific projects. These are great opportuni- 
ties for young divers to get a look at the 
world of professional work that involves 
diving. In most instances, the volunteer 
diver pays a fee for room and board in 
the project’s remote location and works 
long, hard hours for free. Don’t forget to 
sign up early because these choice spots 
go fast! 

Volunteer divers on scientific projects 
(as opposed to a local one day beach 
cleanup) need specialized skills. It is 
common for projects to require first aid 
and CPR certification, open water scu- 
ba certification, presentation of a log- 
book with at least 50 dives in varying 
conditions, strong swimming skills, a 
medical exam and approval for diving, 
passing a written theory exam, provid- 
ing all dive gear and signing a detailed 
legal document: (Acknowledgment of 
the Risks). Volunteers are expected to 
abide by the diving operations and safe- 
ty rules and regulations of the sponsor- 
ing organization. 


SUMMARY 

The pursuit of scientific knowledge 
and the joy of the underwater environ- 
ment have combined to become a life- 
long career for many divers. This is a 
path with many rules but unlimited hori- 
zons. It is a constant challenge to find 
funding but a reward of immeasurable 
proportion to name a newly discovered 


TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 52) 


as far as desired. 

Be with Technifacts next month for 
more techniques that have been tested 
and proven helpful for entering and exit- 
ing the water from the shore. 


DIVING BY THE BOOK 
In almost all sports, the ultimate learning 
tool is personal experience. However, 
reading diving and related publications 
can enhance diving skills and safety. | feel 
strongly that skills learned in breathhold 


diving will lead to a heightened degree of 
watermanship and greater dive safety. 
The Australian Freediving and Spear- 
fishing News is for freedivers and under- 
water hunters. It is a quality magazine of 
international news, stories about freediv- 
ing equipment, interviews with great 
divers and reminiscences of the past. For 
details, write to Barry Andrewartha, AFD- 
SN, P. O. Box 167, Narre Warren, Victoria 
3805, Australia. 

Several readers have requested a 
source for back issues of SKIN DIVER 
Magazine. David Way wrote, “| have 
available a varying number of back is- 


Get close, REAL close. 


AuGUST 10-16 at 
OPM et/pt 


Just watch Shark Week for ail you need to enter the Spot The Fin & Win 
Sweepstakes. If you play your sharks right. you can win one of hundreds of prizes! 


marine organism. Scientific diving is one 
tool used by researchers in their quest 
for knowledge. 

For more information, write to the 
American Academy of Sciences, 430 
Nahant, Nahant, Massachusetts 01908; 
(617) 599-7114. = 


EXPLORE YOUR WORLD’ 


Discovery 
» 2 


CHANNEL 


Sponsored in part by: 


TYLENOL 


To dive deeper, check out Shark Week online at www.discovery.com 
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scuBy 
Lalle 
Great New Book! 
Interesting fish facts plus B® 
spectacular color photos Bias 
22 New Hand Signals to 
communicate the sighting of a fish to your dive buddy! 


Log book to record your fish watching activities. 


Scuba Talk™ is available at dive stores for $14.95 or 
add $3 -S&H to Blue Reef Publications, Inc.; 
P.O. Box 42; Newton Centre, MA 02159 USA 

(617) 332-7965 


PERFORMANCE 
hoe America’s Largest 


Dive Catalog 








1-600-933-2299 


Service 24 HRS 


www. performancediver.com 








DIVE YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS 


The world’s greatest recreational career guide for divers. 
Every Diver will want this Ist class publication! Jobs, 
Money, Travel, Marketing, etc. Special offer 25% Off! 
Only $16.95 U.S. plus $3.00 shipping. 

VISA/MasterCard accepted or send money order made 

payable to “Executive Select Marketing Ltd.” P.O. Box 534, 
Whangaparaoa, Auckland 1463, New Zealand. 

Tel/Fax 011 649-424-4029- email: dive@ihug.co.nz 


BOOK OF THE MONTH 
EXPEDITION & DIVING 
OPERATIONS HANDBOOK 


Live aboard diving, boat and/or beach dives, 










this book is designed to avert unpleasant sur- 
prises and gives the diver confidence that 
nothing has been overlooked. 


BK #D623 $12.95 plus P&H 


P BEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 
EBG = 800.468.1055 or 520.527.1055 
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OCEAN LIFE MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


The Most Complete Reference for Divers and 
a Aquarium Enthusiasts on CD ROM! 
Includes Video, Photos and Information on over 300 Species of: 
7 Whales * Dolphins * Crustaceans ¢ Tropical Fish « Plant Life 
~ Nudibranchs ¢ Sharks « Aquatic Birds * Sea Shells ¢ And More! 
Plus diving regulations and information for ALL 50 States 


ONLY $37 .95 (plus $3.50 S&H) 


» OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES ee 
~ 7415 Garden Grove, Ste. 12 * San Antonio, TX 78250-3107 
“ee 1-800-793-4038 © Fax: 210/684-2154 
e-mail: omtek19@stic.net 
IBM PC/Windows/Win 95/NT Compatible « Visa/MC Accepted 





The premier interactive, edutainment dive 
CD on Grand Cayman. Multimedia rich, 
with over 30 minutes of high quality dive 
movies in thousands of colors, compli- 
mented by music and narration. 


Dive Tarpon Alley, Stingray City, East 
nd Walls, Reefs and Wrecks. 

Includes 200+ photo gallery and complete dive operation, 
lodging, restaurant, fishing and travel sections. 
Macintosh, Windows 95 & 3.1. 

Only $29.95 (plus $3 S&H) 

VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
SHOOT TO THRILL, INC. 


Comprehensive Scuba Directory 
* 20,000 listings world wide~phone numbers, 
addresses, web and email addresses 
¢ Includes equipment manufacturers, dive 
shops, travel planning and much more. 
* Save time and money by calling ahead 
for rates, comparing prices, or finding dive shops world wide 


Wd 0) Call Toll Free: 1.888.924.7483 
Includes shipping in the USA 


http://www.yeg.com/blue-pages 
YCG ¢ 1078 Headquarters Park « St. Louis, MO * 63026 











CITIES UNDER |, 
THE SEA 


Jean-Michel Cousteau transports you 
to a spectacular undersea “city” of 
coral reefs to see creatures you may 
never encounter in your scuba 
adventures. You will learn about 
these animals and plants—and 
understand how this aodegell 

balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 original 
photographs and 90 minutes of video make this an 
experience you'll not soon forget! 

Windows or Macintosh CD-ROM: $29.95 

CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-433-4464. 










Dive to a Deeper Understanding 





ceo pele S ~ a OF - (oa Tt’ 
WRECK VALLEY 
"Multi Media Shipwreck CD" 


500 Shipwrecks 
from MD to ME 

Searchable Database 
Running U/W Video 
Shipwreck Sketches 
Artifact Photographs 
Historical Photographs i 
Historical Information SRA EE 
Interactive Side Scan Sonar Images 
Beach, Deep, Artifact and Treasure Wrecks! 3 
Aqua Explorers Inc.Po 116 E.Rockaway NY 11518 


(800) 695-7585 (516) 868-2658 





Giant Stride 
Multimedia 
Divelog 


X SSNS Oy WINDOW 
ownioad trom: 
http://www.giantstride.com 
e-mail: support@giantstride.com 


Call (408) 524-8860 
to request a free copy in the mail. 


ROATAN HOME VIDEO - Views / Resorts / Real Estate 


77 Min $22.95 plus $3 S&H. Send to GE Productions 
2667 Cropley Ave #109, San Jose, CA 95132 
http://www.we.com/user/gipro 






skin DIVER’S INFONET SECTION 


Skin Diver’s InfoNet Section was created specificaily for Books, CD- 
Roms, Videos, Computer Software, Catalogs products and Internet 


Listings to help stimulate sales. 


Internet Listings consist of business name, Web site & e-mail address. 


NOW is the time to advertise your informational product and Internet 
Listings at a cost that is a fraction of our general rate. 


Four sizes to choose from: 


Call (213) 782-2245 or Fax (213) 782-2556 
E-mail: williamv@petersenpub.com 
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sues.” Also in Way’s latest 20 page cata- 
log are hundreds of other listings of diving 
oublications. Included are several titles 
on freediving, underwater swimming, 
snorkeling and other related books that 
will improve basic watermanship. To re- 
ceive this valuable source of out of print 
diving information send $1 U.S. to David 
Way, The Divers and Watersportsman’s 
Library, 10 Cedar Road, Preston, 
Paignton, Devon, TQ3 2DD, England. 


THE HUMAN BODY 
AND PRESSURE 

Several months ago a reader wrote 
asking for information on the physiologi- 
cal and physical effects of pressure on 
the human body during a dive. This read- 
er also wanted to know if the helmet 
equipped diver was affected by same 
pressure changes as a scuba diver. First, 
an answer to the last part of the reader’s 
question. Yes, any diver subjected to the 
pressure of the water will experience the 
same physical and physiological effects 
of the pressure. The effects will depend 
to some extent on the breathing gas 
used and the total pressure (depth) of the 
dive. Also, in some cases, the duration of 
the dive may influence the effects of the 
breathing gas. Best Publishing Com- 
pany, Flagstaff, Arizona 86003-0100 has 
several publications dealing with this 
subject. Write to P. O. Box 30100, for its 
latest catalog of related subjects. 

This reader also asked, “I am particu- 
larly interested in...surgical procedures 
for improving my ability to deal with pres- 
sure.” | feel rather strongly that a diver in 
need of surgery to deal with pressure 
should not consider diving. One of the 
prime requirements for diving is that the 
prospective diver can readily equalize 
pressure and that he/she will not be ad- 
versely affected by the physiological ef- 
fects of the dive. 

The science and practice of all phases 
of diving are changing almost daily. 
Technifacts readers are urged to keep in 
touch with SKIN DIVER and publishers of 
books related to diving. Visit your library 
and check its publications on diving. 
Libraries can often order books for their 
readers. Regardless of the source, read 
and study. Think about diving techniques 
that can, with practice, improve your div- 
ing skills and lead to a greater ability in 
the water. You will be glad you did. = 
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Roatan, si Islands, Honduras, C.A. 


Dive sea mounts on day-long trips to 
remote dive and snorkel destinations in 
Barbareta, Cayos Cochinos and 
Utila, aboard the “Dorado” our new 
Pro 48, 900 HP custom dive boat. 


Escape to the Caribbean as it used to be... 
Relax in the privacy of a breezy wooden 
bungalow, nestled in the middle of a hillside 


jungle. Scuba enthusiasts enjoy full service th Me, / 
we 


boat diving, state of the art dive 
¢ O IVE Swim, Dive, interact with dolphins at 


Jacilities, equipment and 
instruction. 
the Roatan Institute for Marine Sciences. 
Observe dolphins in open ocean on one of the island's 
ae reefs. Introducing adult marine mammal 
educational programs in September 1997 


For more information call: Bahia Tours, Inc. 
305.666.1997 * Fax: 305.666.2292 « E-mail: akr@gate.net 
www.anthonys-key.com 


1-800-227-DIVE 


circle #56 on Reader Service Card 


VISITINTRIGUING © 


WRECKS, LUSH REEFS 


_ AND OUR CIRCULAR 
» WALL — THE Lost / 


BLUE Hote. 


Topside, enjoy white sand beaches, golf, tennis & shopping. 
Fill heed eventos with elegant dining and glittery nightlife. 


Hotet/Dive Packaces* 
Mee A Days, 3 Nights starting from $316 
fame 8 Days, 7 Nights starting from $768 
ya) © PADI Five Star training facility 
, 1 © 30 years of experience 
: 7 _ © Choose from beachfront hotels or junior suites 
i, ail | *Prices valid thru Dec. 20, 1997 


Call n now 1 sce your stay in Paradise. 


800-398-DIVE (3483) 
In Nassau 242-393-5644 





NIVERS 


circle #124 on Reader Service Card 
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Redlipped Batfish 





m lop len Reasons 
| to Dive Coco Island 


CAS TAVRICA SIN FAMED VVILDERNESS 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTOS BY AVI KLAPFER 


O ne of the many reasons (besides diving) | enjoy my work is the people | meet. For 
example, there are my friends, and two of the most sincere and respected peo- 
ole in the diving industry, Avi Klapfer and Yosy Naaman. Captains and owners of the 
two vessel Hunter fleet, they have been around the world—from the Red Sea to 
Micronesia—captaining live-aboards much the way most of us drive cars. And, if they 
were to maintain cars the way they maintain their live-aboards, they would be impec- 
cable—clean and comfortable and in excellent working order, just like the live- 
aboards, the Sea Hunter and the Undersea Hunter. 

Having a captain and owner you respect and trust is number one in my book when 
thinking about any live-aboard trip. There are also many other things to consider when 
booking a live-aboard for the adventure of a lifetime. The top ten reasons | would go to 
Coco Island (off the coast of 
Costa Rica) with the Sea Hunter 
and the Undersea Hunter are: 

Coco ISLAND IS WILD AND PRIS- 








United States 


Atlantic Ocean 






TINE. Approximately 300 miles eo % 
southwest of the port of Gulf of Mexico nat 
Puntarenas on the Pacific Coast ac SS? oa 


of Costa Rica, Coco lies below 
the hurricane belt. The island is 
mountainous, with almost sheer 
cliffs, has no aircraft landing strip, 
is almost inaccessible and cov- COCO 
ered with waterfalls. Yes, Coco is * 
wild and pristine. ISLAND 

THERE IS AN INCREDIBLE VARI- = °9¢ific Ocean 

ETY OF MARINE LIFE, BOTH BIG 
AND SMALL. From dolphins, 
Manta Rays and Hammerheads to Harlequin 
Shrimp and Redlipped Batfish, the variety of ma- 
rine life found at Coco is some of the most un- 
usual and diverse found anywhere in the world. 
Hammerheads school in the hundreds, dolphins, 
Manta and Mobula Rays make the unusual a com- 
mon occurrence. There is marine life for every 
type of photographer and videographer and 
plenty of it. 

EVERY TRIP IS UNIQUE. Some people re- 

turn to Coco year after year. Why not?. 
One year there might be Whale Sharks, the 
next Orcas, mating sharks, a shark giving 
birth or even a Sailfish sighting. All of these 
are unique: At Coco the unusual is common 
and guests can expect the unexpected. 

LIFE ABOARD THESE LIVE-ABOARDS IS NEVER 

DULL. During one trip a photographer kept 
getting closer and closer to a Manta Ray at a 
site called Dirty Rock. The photographer 
was getting great shots of the Manta’s wide 
open mouth when the strobe cable 
snagged on the animal's cephalic fin and 
the Manta took off with $7,000 worth of 
camera gear. Hunter fleet trips are a lot of 
fun and Captain P.J. keeps things light and 

(Continued on Page 114) 
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‘sc cutee daily trips to the reefs. The en- 


itions in the world! 
The tush, beautiful 
scenery that characterizes 
ican rainforest continues 
will find dense, pris- 
‘the ichest i in | the 


tire western side of Dominica plays host to 
diving activities. The following is a brief 
glimpse of the attractions in the three most 
popular areas: 

Portsmouth Area (the northern part of 
the island): Sloping drop-offs are the key 
here, with most of the diving done in the 
areas around Douglas Bay and Toucari 
Bay. There is open cavern diving at Toucari 
and a hot springs dive as well as the rich 


__ corals and sponges that dominate all as- 


DIVE 
DOMINICA “ 


With a staff of PADI and NAUI trained instructors and 
divemaster, three superb dedicated dive boats and an 
intimate knowledge of the reefs and waters surrounding 
the island. Dive Dominica offers the friendliest and most 
professional dive services found in the southeast 
Caribbean. 


Jain us on our Whale & Dolphin Tours. Watch as these 

marine mammals break the surface of the water. Listen 
to the rhythmic sounds of the clicking communications 
as you relax on our fast hydrophone- equipped catama- 
rans. 


Castle Comfort Lodge ts the epitome of the small, 

intimate clive resort, In this traditional style Caribbean eT 
Lodge, you instantly feel like a member of the family. The At 
lodge rests directly on the edge of the ocean, and wit 

anly 15 rooms it ts tdeal for couples and srnail groups, 

desiring a quiet get away from it all lifestyle. 


858-262-6611 


809-448-2188: 
Fax: 809-448-6088 


> | Web Site: 


http: /Iwww. divedominica.com 


dive/ patie es fas will fin a 
seamounts, walls, and shallow reefs that : 
feature astounding color and incredibly 
diverse marine life. 

While many of the popular diving is- 
lands in the Caribbean are mainly coral, 
Dominica’s lush undersea landscape is 


Nestled in a cliff overlooking the Caribbean Sea, 
The Fort Young Hotel is Dominica’s 

% > Premiere hotel, which lies within the walls 

a of an original fort built in 1770! 


Adventure travellers are only 
minutes away from the best diving, 
hiking and whale watching. After 
your adventure, enjoy our pool, 
Marquis De Bouille Restaurant, 
Balas Bar and your sea view room 

with balcony. —; 


800-544-7631 or 809-448-5000 
e-mail: fortyoung@tod.dm 


Dive services provided by Dive Dominica 





l, gra te Seb ccciie. The 
nd sponges actually grow on top of 
he granite and, over the centuries, have 
“come to resemble traditional coral reefs. 
But the convergence of the Atlantic and 
Caribbean Sea, and the richness of 
Dominica topside, all contribute toa 
unique type of underwater environment 
not found anywhere else in the world. 
Although schedules differ by operator, 
most diving is done in the morning, with 
the afternoons free to explore the Water 
Island topside. Additional diving, for both 
individuals and groups, can be arranged 
with the operators. 


* 





- Aastaways 
BEACH HOTEL 


DOMINICA’S ONLY BEACHFRONT HOTEL/DIVE CENTER 
Castaways is ideally located on the central west coast to offer easy access to 
all the great dive sites and spectacular land attractions. Great setting for 
enjoyment for the whole family. 


WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU COME & LEARN TO DIVE WITH US!!! 
© OCEAN KAYAKING * WHALE WATCHINGe SPORTS FISHING 
SAILBOAT RENTALS ¢ PADI DIVE COURSES ¢ LAND TOURS 


VISIT OUT HOMEPAGE AT: www.castaways.dm 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-CASTAWAYS 
U.S. Reservations Office: Phone: 1-954-489-7751 Fax: 1-954-351-9740 
e-mail: castaways@netrunner.net 
and at: castaways@mail.tod.dm 
Dominica Contact: 1-809-449-6244/5 « 1-809-449-6246 (fax) 
MEMBER OF THE PADI INTERNATIONAL RESORT ASSOCIATION 


ee tee 


may bring the wn gea: ha 

plied by the dive/. snorkel operators. 
Snorkelers can explore, firsthand, the 

underwater hot springs at Champagne 

and Toucari. They can also explore Coral 

Gardens off Salisbury. Meander along the 

southern shoreline of Scotts Head 

and marvel at the outrageous 

colors of the more than 

190 species of fish that 

call Dominica 

home. Combine 

that with the 

unique 





DIVE CENTRAL! 


Our location in west central Dominica 

means you have easy access to all dive 

sites including Scottshead, Toucari Bay 
and Coral Gardens. 


Personalized service provided 
by PADI & CMAS instructors. 
» Beautiful cliffside villas 
Sm, of poi 2H overlooking the sea at Lauro 
Club or other private accommoda- 
tions are also available. 


1-800-867-4764 
Pr/Fax (809) 449-6575 


Fax (809)445. 201 Je Pear Estate © Portsmouth, Dominica 


E-mail : cabritsdive@tod.dm 


(809)445 30108 


Hallas vate ‘Sn. rk 


ration and topside adventure (hiking, _ 


find the combination of di ler : 


visiting waterfalls and hot 
springs and observing na- 
ture) unbeatable on 

this island. 









THE COMPLETE Ap NTURE eerie 





Located in the Marine Reserve 
Only minutes away from the best dive sites! 


Experience our 
quality, relaxed 
diving in a comfor- 
able atmosphere 
with small groups, 
friendly staff and 
personal service. 


SEASIDE COTTAGE FOR RENT 


Let the Adventure Begin...call 


(809) 449-8181 © Fax (809) 449-8182 


Visit our Website at www.delphis.dm/nid.htm 
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Wreck of Anse Grande (D,s) © 
Toucari Caves (D,S) 
Sponge Gardens (D.s) 
Champagne North (s) 


Long Reef (D,s) 
Tube Reef (p,5) 
Wall Dive (p,s) 
Boulder Rock (p,s) 


Cannon Site (D,s) 
Five Finger Rock (,s) 
Anchor Point (p,s) 


Wreck of the Pia (0,5) 
Pinnacles (D) 


Barracuda (D) 

Main Crater (D) 

Turtle Point () 

Trumpet Reef (D,s) 

Sulfer Springs (Multiple site-D,S) 


Secret Beach (s) 


Rena’s Hole (p) 
Coral Garden (D,s) 


Whale Shark Reef (p) 
Nose Reef (pb) 

Brain Coral Reef (p) 
Lauro Reef (D,s) 
Salisbury Cave (p,s) 


Berry’s Dream (D) 
Castaways Reef (D) 
Maggie’s Point (D) 
Mushroom Rock (s) 
Rodney’s Rock (D,S)_ 
Tug Wreck (p) 


Champagne (D,S-three sites) 
Point Guignard (D,s) 


Dangleben’s North (Dp) 
Coral Gardens South (0,5) 


Dangleben’s Pinnacle (D,S-2 sites) _ 


_ L’Abym (p,s) 
_ LaSorciere (D,s) 


Soufriere Pinnacles (p,s) 


Cachacrou Pinnacle @) 





[ Cabrits National Park - Fort Shirley 37, Morne Aux Diables 


) Macoucherie Rum Factory 
2) Old Mill Cultural Center 
23) Botanical Gardens and Aviary 
’ . Dominica Museum 
(25) City of Roseau Architecture 


) Fort Cachacrou 


} Emerald Pool 
Titou Gorge 


} Trafalgar Falls (two waterfalls) 


‘Sari Sari Falls 
Soufriere Sulfur Springs 


) Middicham Falls 


Swiss Cheese (D). 

Scotts Head Point (D,s) 
Condo (Dp) 

Mountain Top (b) 

Scotts Head Drop-off (p) 


) Village (~) 


Suburbs (p) 


Lost Horizons (D) © 


fee, . S C4, - ’ 
Unit "CG Ota tC. 


United King 


Indian River Tours 

Parrot Habitat 

Syndicate Nature Trail 

Morne Diablotin Trail 

Jacko Steps 

Carib Territory 

L’Escalier Tete Chien (the snakes staircase) 
“Indian Jones” Style Bridge 
Rodney’s Rock 

Point Casse Hike and Bike Tour 
Morne Trois Piton Trail 

Boeri Lake Hike 


Freshwater Lake Hike 


aa g & 
= p- 
f ] ee) 


Boiling Lake and 
the Valley of Desolation 


Since Dominica is so mountainous, it creates its 
own unique weather patterns, ranging from wet 
and cool to dry and sunny within only a few 
miles. Here are a few tips to help you gear up 
properly: 

¢The dry season is January to April. Things get 
wetter from July to October. 

* Temperatures range from 75 to 85°F, with 
cooler nights in the mountains. 

* Lightweight, cool casual wear is best overall. © 
Don’t forget lightweight rainwear and good 
sturdy footwear for hiking. 

¢ Bring waterproof bags or sturdy plastic bags to 


protect camera gear during boat rides and hikes 
in the rainforest. 


_ The two best options from the U.S. are: 


1. American Airlines flies to Dominica via San 
Juan, PR, followed by an American Eagle flight to 
Melville Hall Airport. This airport is on the east 


_ side of the island, requiring a one to two hour 


transfer (depending on weather and location) to 
hotels on the west coast. Your ride will take you 
through the picturesque Central Forest Reserve. 


2. If you want a shorter trip to your hotel after 


_ you land, you may want to take an American 


flight to Antigua, St. Maarten or Barbados and 
then board a Cardinal Airlines flight, which flies 
to Canefield Airport, only a five minute drive 
from Roseau. You can reach Cardinal by calling 


| (809) 449-0322 / 8922 or ask your travel special- 
| _ istto help set it up. 
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of experience, from those just out foracasu- | ae 
|| ee a oe al nature stroll (Emerald Pool, Trafalgar : 
Falls and the Layou Rivertours)tothose [™% 
who wish to test their endurance with full 
day excursions to the Boiling Lake and Mt. ~s : 
opside, the Water Island of Diablotin. In between there are numerous Ee Seg a 
Dominica more than lives uptoits trails (more are being discovered each year) Se 
name. The rugged landscape (it _ that lead to waterfalls, natural hot springs 
features the highest mountains of anyisland _ that soothe and relax, inland lakes and river 
in the Caribbean) catches the clouds other _ tours. Seek out the indigenous Sisserou and 
islands miss and the water journey that —_Jaco parrot, at home in its primary rainfor- 
blesses the entire island begins inthe high- est territory, or f mer di take a nature hike 2 
land areas. This is- with : of 
land is rainforest, 
home to myriad 
forms of flora and 
fauna, and its moun- 
tainous terrain, wa- 
terfalls, hot springs, 
rivers and lakes make 
for spectacular tour- 
ing, hiking, mountain 
biking and more. 
Dominica is served 
by a network of well 
maintained roads, . 
making topside access to the National Parks, 
Forest Reserve System, trails and special 
sites just a short trip from your lodgings. pec ‘e are th e towering falls of 
There are hikes and trails suited for all levels the more ugge hari Sari and Trafalgar—these 
see nee \ ts (easily several hundred feet) will in- 
: awe! The rivers of Dominica (particu- 
land as the Caribbean g larly the Layou and the Indian) offer a gen- 
many trails you will find yourself thinking tler experience, whether explored from 
you might be the first ever tosee some ofthe — shore or by boat. And, the inland lakes are 
falls, rivers and mountain vistas. home to diverse species of birds as well as 
Water, of course, is at center stagein bathing you ina serene glow, which lasts 











) ue in their cool 





Centrally located 
on the Roseau 
waterfront, only 


minutes away from 


ANY ADVENTURE. 






Providing Dominica’s most exciting 
unique Adventure Vacations. | the amenities! AC 
: Ask sss soa fours or ai “1 i | satelite TV, oceanfront [aa 


restaurant & bar, duty 


Garraway has all 








free shops and more. 












eAll Dive Vacations 






VALLEY 


eDive/Hike Vacations i 
eKayak/Snorkel Adventures - |i} em RY T-A-= CAR 
eDive/Hike Photo Adventures - -- : . § a Gets you to your adventure quick and easy 






with two convenient rental locations! 


RENTAL LOCATIONS: 
Roseau Goodwill Road 
(809) 448-3233 






If you can imagine it, “os 
we can create it! 
Call our travel experts today. 








ae ¥ Portsmouth 
Airport Transfers Available 
| -800-47] = Al 9 Most Major Credit Cards (809) 445-5252 
(809}449-8578 #Fax (809}448-1606 Accepted 





Dominica Adventure Vacations, Inc. * Roseau, Commonwealth of Dominica Voice Mail: (809) 447-2996 
Fax: (809) 448-6009 ¢ e-mail: valley@tod.dm 
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much longer than your stay in Dominica. 

Typical excursions take a morning, af- 
ternoon or full day. As noted, it’s best to do 
all of the excursions with a guide and you 
are encouraged to let your guide know of 
any personal wishes you might have! He or 
she can tailor a hike or excursion to any lev- 
el of fitness and can also round out the na- 
ture hike with swimming, picnicking, stop- 
ping at a local restaurant or a visit to local 
artisans and woodcrafters. In short, explor- 
ing Dominica is a very personal experience 
and don’t ever expect to see a bullhorn or 
public address system! It’s not the 
Dominica style. Instead, think in terms of 
small groups of two to eight people explor- 
ing the mountains, gorges and rivers. This 
is the style of Dominica: Small, personal 
and committed to delivering the best possi- 
ble nature experience. 

Of any island in the Caribbean, 


share the Experience... 
CALL HOME 
CREDIT CARD CALLING 


UYomv{o)0] meit=1e|imer-|gemcemer-lim\.e 0 mare)aal= 
o)me)iilexomiae) aan la\aelarelai-ulam Brelsalialiers! 


Just dial 2000 


for quick easy connections 






NAVAYIVAYA AE COLO FXO | a8! 


IDYeyesthevCe-Meyscaamer(ensruatie-liKiemll coemsliaee 
watcher and nature lover the most complete 
and varied menu of 
activities and expe- 
riences. Combined 
with the stunning 
vistas underwater, it 
is easy to see how Dominica earned its two 
most popular nicknames, Nature Island 
and Water Island. 





n recent years, Dominica has also de- 


veloped a well deserved reputation 


for whale watching. Again, its unique 
combination of Atlantic and Caribbean 
water makes the island a magnet for mi- 
grating whale populations. The great 
whales, always restless and moving from 
one area to another, use the island as a nav- 
igational checkpoint in their travels. 
Whale watching also takes place on the 


-, er / 
in the morning dive Toucar: Caves, After lunch, 
explore Indian River ther finish up the day with a 
“Green Flash’ sunset and our farmous Rum Punch. 
What could be better? 


We're the only Beachfront Resort offering 
 Dive/Hike packages in Northern Dominica! 


western (calm side) of the island, so there’s 
rarely a worry about seasickness or rough 
conditions. The whales are sometimes seen 
just several hundred yards offshore but 
more commonly you will see (and hear 
them) on their migratory routes two to five 
miles offshore. The sea is still gentle there 
and many of the boats are outfitted with hy- 
drophones, which allow you to hear the 
whales pinging (and in the case of the hump- 
backs, also singing) before you actually see 


ANCHORAGE Hotel 


OLIVE CENTER 


., SOMINICA’S 
f whaLe watcb PlONEeERS 


- PROFESSIONAL 


me ANO FRIENOLY STALE 


== Call 1-800-934-DIVE 
1-809-448-2638 
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> TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
=> OF DOMINICA LIMITED 
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Phone- (809)445-5393 Fax-(809)445-5693 


The Hummingbird Inn & Roseau Valley Hotel 


Small, intimate Guest Houses offering the Real Dominica 
Experience...Sea View or River bathing nearby! 





Copthall, Dominica 
(809) 449-8176 © Fax (809) 449-8722 


e-mail: Rosevale@tod.dm 


Morne Daniel © Rock-A-Way Beach 
Conefield, Dominica Ph/Fax (809) 449-1042 
e-mail: hummingbird@tod.dm 


Fax: 1-809-448-5680 
e-mail: anchorage@tod.dm 
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Tel: (809) 448-0413: 448-2481™ 
Fax:{809) 449-8344 
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them. The whales are not disturbed by the 
tours and the operators show both great 
skill and respect for the whales. And, the han sce tra 
whales return each year. 

Sperm whales are very rare creatures, 
seldom seen elsewhere, even by deter- 
mined ocean explorers. In Dominica, they 
are rather common, just another example 
of the tremendous uniqueness and biodi- 
versity this island offers! 


& WILDERNESS ADVENTURE TOURS 


n Dominica, when you combine the 
Water Island with the wonders of 
the Nature Island, you get a unique, 
oselelaeatl MstyimeitimecvsmesslbmormeCara ely 
in terms of yet another nickname, the Z eS Ger eo 
Adventure Island. Snorkeling, diving, hik- Poric widest range of 4 wheel dive 
ing, rainforests, birds, fauna, kayaking a ee oe. 
and the more recent development of bik- We're the 4 wheel drive specialists 


: $ : on the island! 
ag and SPOE tfishing combine to define the Centrally located minutes from the best dive 


Dominica experience. It is for the young centers and land attractions. _ DOMINICA BREWERY & BEVERAGES LTD. 
and young at heart. Don’t look for casinos Nature Island, Dominica Snug Corner, Loubiere < 
and nightlife, the adventure in Dominica Tel: (809) 448-2 198/449-8198 
oe # Be 4 4 After Houts: (809) 448-3181 ee honeaU “a 
akes place during the day and you are Fax: (809) 448-3600/449-8198 Commonwealth of Dominica 
usually tired enough to just enjoy a good E-Mail: astaphanc@tod.dm Tel: (809) 448-2607 /4093 
meal and turn in early for the next day’s Free delivery to Canefield Airport, hotel and guest Fax; (809) 448-5608 


houses within a 2 mile radius of Roseau. 
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In conjunction with Dominica Watersports Association presents: 


BIWemeeot 1LOO7 


(August 8 - August 16th) 
Coming Attractions 
PRGCCUCEE PIVERELCE TOME atiGe PINGS 
CGE RCUPEN dhe tellaiei inc Divers... 
e Sunset Cruises . 
hildie BUG Wilde 
e Underwater lreasure Hunt. 
e Clean-Up Dive’ 
e ReducedhSea Kayaking Rates 
* Free: Sng LT 


Dive Fest 1997 ...Promoting awareness of the marine environment, conservation, safety standards and 
procedures, and avoiding conflicts between the primary users of the marine reserve. htto://www.tod.dm/divefest.htm| 
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Celebrating 
our 
23rd year 












“VENEZUELA _ COZUMEL J) MALDIVES _ 


ANTARES III FIESTA INN 


LOS ROQUES— FISH FILLED A SUPERB 4-STAR RESORT PRISTINE AND EXOTIC 


ACTION PACKED e Walking distance to town e 83 ft., 6 dbl. cabins w/ensuite baths 


¢ 89 feet of comfort & personalized service e Private beach area e Fully air-conditioned 


; rueinen faite f iihand vicnodins e 3-tank diving w/Dive Paradise e An Indian Ocean Extravaganza 


e ONLY $1375 weekly e Enjoy the Luxury of Paying Less e 9 nights - $2250, with airfare $3625 


COVA G IE RED SEA MICRONESIA 


DIAMOND SINAI DIVERS THE ROCK 


COZUMEL’S VEBY BEST BEACH GREATEST FLEET OF LIVE-ABOARDS A WORLD-CLASS EXPERIENCE 
¢ Closest hotel to all major dive sites  82-foot Ghazala | e Fish ‘N Fins Dive Shop 
¢ From $993 weekly includes ¢ 82-foot Ghazala Explorer ¢ Palau Marina Hotel 
accommodations, unlimited food & e 94-foot Ghazala Voyager ¢ Diving Convenience 


bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive : 
Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes Sp atibn nuptial ledels, sido gy cheba aan he Bares te 


www.divetropical.com 
, iF 7 —w 740) (@6 | e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
Be, WA (206) 441-3483 - FAX (206) 441-5431 
— ze MVENTY RES C 1 in North, Seattle, WA 98109 
—iraver— 800-723-4530 


EAST AFRICA ® RED SEA® SEYCHELLES INDONESIA ¢ BORNEO * AUSTRALIA ¢ MICRONESIA © CAYMAN e BELIZE e COZUMEL 
¢ TURKS & CAICOS © FIJI ISLANDS * SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA® THAILAND © SEA OF CORTEZ ¢ SABA ¢ GALAPAGOS 


° LULL ANUS © HUALAN ® VEN A ® DUNAIRE © LUSIARILA ® UREA! Wr ARK © WiiP ARK ® WALL 














to the Exotic 


IDI 
Taveuni 


Fills Answer 


and Sublime 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAAL - am 





almost 25 years ago, Ric Cammick 


discovered the underwater world of 
Fiji's Somosomo Strait, between the is- 
lands of Vanua Levu and Taveuni. A 
tremendous amount of nutrient rich wa- 
ter flows through this strait during the 
tidal exchange. The reefs come alive and 
the soft corals display their true colors 
for divers to witness. 

Ric and his wife Do decided this was 
definitely the place to set up a diving op- 
eration. Together they built a seven acre 
wonderland perched on the grassy knoll 
overlooking the Somosomo Strait. Dive 
Taveuni features six bures, traditional 
Fijian cottages, nestled into beautifully 
landscaped tropical gardens. 

There are three styles of bures. Most 
have unique outdoor showers, some 
have rock interior walls, while others have 

courtyards walled with river 
stones. Each has Its own private 
deck so you can relax and enjoy 
the breathtaking Fijian sunsets. 

The Cammicks’ resort makes 
you feel like an invited guest shar- 
ing their warm hospitality rather 
than just a visitor to Dive Taveuni. 
Before dinner, drinks are served 
in the spacious living room of the 
mainhouse. Here you can relax in 
an overstuffed chair and recap 

the diving events of the day. 

All meals are served on the outside 
patio (weather permitting) so everyone 
can enjoy a panoramic view of the strait. 
Tables are set with fine china in the 
shape of sea shells, with highly polished 
silver place settings and crystal wine 






glasses. Of course, there are always 
beautiful flower arrangements to add 
that touch of color. A variety of foods is 
offered, ranging from traditional local 
dishes made with curry or coconut milk 
to fish, chicken, vegetables, pastas and 
salads. Of course, the desserts are deli- 
cacies not to be missed! 

A freshwater swimming pool was re- 


Left: A Banded Seasnake heads through the 
nutrient rich waters of the Somosomo Strait 
to breathe at the surface. Inset top: Fiji’s 
reefs are riotous with colorful corals, 
sponges, crinoids and fish. Inset middle: A 
Chromodoris kunei nudibranch. Above: 
Dive Taveuni is nestled within the dense 
flora that adorns the island of Taveuni. 





cently added to the property. It sits right 
at the edge of the cliff, giving the illusion 
of swimming at the edge of the world. 
There are several Sundecks with umbrel- 
las to allow you to relax, read or just sit 
back and take in the view. 

So far everything sounds great, right? 
Well, it gets even better. Let’s talk about 
the diving. Dive Taveuni offers visits to 
more than 30 sites in the Rainbow Reef 
area of the Somosomo Strait. Ric, his 
son, Doug, and the competent dive crew 
led by Tyrone Valentine, have spent 
years figuring out the best time to dive 
these site. They time it so the soft corals 
are open yet the currents are minimal. 
They make current diving a positive ex- 
perience that rates a definite 10 in your 
log book. 

Dive Taveuni’s Le/ewai is a 40 foot alu- 
minum catamaran with plenty of room for 
divers and all their gear. It has a covered 
deck, spacious cabins and a place to re- 







lax in the sun. 
Travel time to 
the sites from 
the resort is 
less than one 
F hour. After your 
1tense concentrations first dive the 


eda boat anchors 
_ © Privacy and serenity near a seclud- 
pany ed beach so 
you can snorkel or relax in the sand during 
your surface interval. Lunch is prepared 
onboard, served in the main cabin and 
then you are off for another thrilling dive. 
Once your dive gear is stored onboard 
you can forget about it, the crew washes it 
and has it dry and ready for the next day. 
Life doesn’t get much easier. 

The most sought after dive in the strait 
is the Great White Wall. This is a dive of 
a lifetime, although most of the thrill only 
takes seconds because of the current. 
When you enter the water, you quickly 
make your way to the bottom at 40 feet. 
You battle the current head on until you 
come to a tunnel, which allows you to 
view the Great White Wall when you exit 
at about 120 feet. Here you will see a 
massive wall carpeted with white soft 
corals waving in the current. 

There are other magnificent dive sites 
(Continued on Page 126) 











on your voy- 
age of discovery 

in the pristine 

Bahamas aboard the 

Nekton Pilot. Experience first- 

class accommodations, delicious 

cuisine, and world-class diving from 

the elevating dive platform. Departing from 

Ft. Lauderdale and Great Exuma for week-long 
excursions, the Nekton Pilot is designed to pamper 
divers seeking comfort, adventure and the unique. 


NEKTON® DIVING CRUISES 
(SOO) 899-6753 e@ (954) 463-9324 


www.nektoncriuises.com  Ship’s Registry: U.S.A. 
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Call Toll Free 
1-800-868-7477 


Great G@ Rass 
Adventures aos 


at HARBOUR VILLAGE | 





Special Group Rates 
Available 


* 7-night dive packages only. . 








Double occupancy. Tekereal | 
www.harbourvillage.com e-mail: harbourvil@aol.com | 
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The Solomons 


ISLANDS LOST IN TIME 


BY ASTRID WITTE AND CASEY MAHANEY 


A S we explore more and more exot- 


ic destinations, we find ourselves 
wanting to return to what is one of the 
few last frontiers on earth—the Solo- 
mon Islands. Here, in this vast chain of 
more than 900 islands and atolls, every 
detail was created to true paradisiacal 
perfection. A soothing sense of peace- 
fulness, nurtured by a tranquil pace 
and endless natural beauty, hovers 


over the islands and slowly engulfs the visitor. The native people 
are refreshingly welcoming and happy, while continuing to fol- 


low the same self-sup- 
porting lifestyle as 
their ancestors. 

The diving is 


spectacular Gio) Munda %,,’ 


wherever you go, 
offering awe-inspir- 

ing sheer walls, truly 
virgin reefs, intriguing 
WW Il wrecks and some 


The Solomons 4 


we 
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Came epi. “oh Malaita 

Georgia) : % , é 
Islands A ‘eo hy 
South PacificOcean | ® Honiara)” 
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of the planet’s richest marine life. CristoBa? 
When traveling the Solomons, | be- 
lieve divers should visit at least a couple of 


different island groups, 


since each area’s dive 


sites and cultural and historical highlights are unique. 


In the world’s largest 


lagoon, stunning Marovo, the small is- 


land of Uepi beckons with a cozy resort. Here you will feel as if 
you're stranded on a tropical island, yet with all the essential 
creature comforts at your disposal. Although all dive sites near 
Uepi are superb, the island has become famous for an incredi- 


ble Manta experience. 
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At Manta Point a school of perhaps 
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Top: The surreal paradise island of Tavanipupu in Marau Sound. 
Inset left: A young woman dressed in traditional bridal attire: shell 


money and dolphin and possum teeth jewelry. Above: A cuttlefish 
hovers over a coral encrusted reef. 








photo/Jim Light 


more than 100 Pygmy Mantas roams the 
territory. AS a photographer, the only 
thing you have to worry about is how to 
get all these graceful creatures In your 
viewfinder. At Monggo Passage an 
enormous, absolutely breathtaking drop- 
off awaits, with patrolling sharks, colorful 
soft corals and a wonderful hard coral 
garden. Uepi Pier may not sound too 
glamorous but it offers some great macro 
life, along with schooling fish, massive 
gorgonians and, occasionally, sharks. 
Roviana Lagoon, once a stronghold for 
headhunting activities, is now the Solo- 
mons’ soft coral capital. Our personal fa- 





The John F. Kennedy museum in Roviana’s 


Rendova Harbor features artifacts from WW II. 





Crocodiles are found mainly in the Russells 
but sometimes off Guadalcanal and Roviana. 


vorite dive is Mushroom Island, where a 
sheer, partially undercut wall offers clus- 
ters of huge soft coral trees in all imagin- 
able colors. Shark Point is another im- 
oressive vertical wall, which drops thou- 
sands of feet into the abyss. When the 
current is right, Gray Whalers, Whitetip 
Reef Sharks and, occasionally Silvertips, 
cruise the point. In nearby Rendova 
Harbor, Rainbow Passage is an abso- 
lutely fantastic macro dive. We found sev- 
eral leaffish, two mantis shrimp, rare 
Shrimp Gobies, Signal Gobies and an 
endless array of colorful invertebrates, all 
in one dive. There’s also the largest patch 
of Cabbage Coral either one of us had ev- 
er seen. 

Close to Rainbow Passage rests an 





SBD Dauntless Dive Bomber, recently 
discovered by Dave Cooke from Solo- 
mon Sea Divers. He also managed to lo- 
cate the pilot, Lieutenant James W. 
Dougherty, who escaped from his burn- 
ing plane in 1943. With Cooke’s help 52 
years later, Dougherty was once again 
able to sit in his plane’s cockpit, now 30 
feet underwater. 

Dave and Mariana, who operate 
Solomon Sea Divers out of Munda, con- 
tinue to search for new dive sites and 
their latest discovery is a phenomenal 
cave. Divers enter at the shore, then de- 
scend a tunnel that eventually spills out 















































SPECIALLY SELECTED BC's © 
NOW AVAILABLE WITH A 
SPARE AIR" POCKET 


that’s small and easy to use. 
“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 


“Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, inc. 


SIMPLY DEPENDABLE 


“My Air Gauge went from 2500 
PSI to 0 in less than 30 seconds” 


Dear Larry 
I was down at 120 feet diving on a wreck in Hawaii. 
I was down for about 4 minutes when I felt some- 
thing pounding on the left side of my chest. I looked 
down at my gauge and saw all of my air rushing out 
of the swivel. I watched in horror as the air gauge 


Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 
cu. ft. of air), refillable ve air system 
pare Air™ is 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems” 
18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483 —(714) 842-6566 
Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life 


SAFETY 


onto the open reef. 

Roviana Lagoon is also Known for its 
cultural significance. Skull Island con- 
ceals the Solomons’ most intact ances- 
tral shrine from the headhunting days 
and Rendova Harbor features a small 
John F. Kennedy museum, displaying 
many artifacts from WW Il. 

The island gem of Gizo offers some ex- 
cellent and varied diving. For WW Il buffs, 
Adventure Sports offers trips to some in- 
teresting wreck dives, including a Hell- 
cat, Japanese Zero and the Toa Maru, 
which, for many, is the highlight of Gizo 
diving. The huge Japanese transport was 








needle went from 2500 psi to 0 in less than 
30 seconds. I immediately took out my 
Spare Air unit and began to breathe 
from it. I swam over to my 
buddy, grabbed his octopus, 
and made a safe ascent to 
the surface. When my swivel 
o-rings failed and all of my 
air flowed out my buddy 
was at least 30 feet from 
me. I could not have 
made it to him. The 
Spare Air saved my life. 
It’s good to know 
that my Spare Air 
is always there 


when I need it! 
Sincerely, 
Captain 
Bruce Besser 
President 
Beach Divers 
Hawaii 
Testimonial 


#67 



















OPTIONAL 
LEASH CLIPS ON 
ANYWHERE 
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INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 









Our modular approach to instructor 












training allows you to choose how 
far you want to go. Our TRIAD 


course covers all the elements to be 






a safe, competent PADI instructor. 
The GOLD INSTRUCTOR program 
takes you to the next level — all 


the way through resort training. 


AWARDED PADI #1 TRAINING 
FACILITY IN THE U.S.A.* 


*1975/76/77 


TRIAD PROGRAM 


¢ Advanced Open Water * Rescue Diver 
* Medic First Aid * Divemaster ¢ Instructor 
Prep ¢ Instructor Development ¢ Head Start 


GOLD INSTRUCTOR 
¢ CPR/Medic First Aid Instructor ¢ Specialty 


Instructor « Master Scuba Diver Trainer * 
Resort Operation Specialist ¢ Nitrox Instructor 















V TUITION FINANCING AVAILABLE 
V FREE WORLDWIDE PLACEMENT 
VY COMPLETE CAREER PROGRAM 

V APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAINING 


AYDIVERS 
UNLIMITED 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
(888) 232-7234 (954) 981-0156 








Fax (954) 963-5255 
e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth. net 
www.charternet.com/diversunlimited 
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THE SOLOMONS 


attacked by dive bombers and set on fire 
while passing through Blackett Strait, 
which was part of the Tokyo Express 
route during the bloody battles of WW Il. 
Ferociously burning, she sank in a small, 
protected cove, where she rolled on her 
starboard side and settled conveniently 
at a perfect depth for recreational diving. 
Danny Kennedy and his wife Kerrie, 





-DIVING 
‘SNORKELLING 
‘GEAR HIRE 


‘CARVINGS ot, 
‘VILLAGE oa WWI YTS 





Above: Kerrie and Danny Kennedy of Adven- 
ture Sports in Gizo. Below: Bilikiki Cruises’ 
125 foot live-aboard, Spirit of Solomons. 








who own and operate Adventure Sports, 
recently discovered the Hotspot. When 
the current is running at this site, practical- 


ly anything may 
cruise by. At 75 
feet and below, 
a rare species of 
a stunning or- 
ange soft coral 





The Solomon Islands are 
- Best known for: 


« Spectacular virgin diving 






adorns the pro- «WWI wrecks 
truding reefs. In —_ * Seft corals, sharks and 
the shallows, a __ Pygmy Mantas 
ehihaers mare * Unique fluorescent 

- ahemone 


anemone 
amazes marine 
naturalists and 
biologists since apparently it’s the only 
one of its kind. It’s truly a world-class dive. 
Grand Central Station and the 
Supermarket are great action dives, 


«Mind-boggling variety of 
fish and invertebrates 


both featuring sharks, Barracuda, 
Napoleon Wrasse, huge Humphead 
Parrotfish, kingfish, tuna, schools of Bat- 
fish, huge seafans with an abundant 
population of gorgeous Longnose 
Hawkfish and so much more. When the 
current is running, it’s best to just hang 
on and watch while the colorful parade 
passes by! 

The sheltered reefs of Nusa Aghana 
are amacro photographer’s heaven, with 
many juveniles and unusual critters. The 
gently sloping reef is also popular be- 
cause of the resident population of 
Pygmy Mantas and abundant growth of 
Orange Elephant Ear Sponges, some 
reaching enormous dimensions. 

In order to see the Solomons’ un- 
touched reefs and still enjoy the luxury of 
an air-conditioned cabin and the conve- 
nience of skiff diving, sign on for a live- 
aboard adventure. Honiara based Bilikiki 
Cruises runs charters visiting some of the 
wrecks in Guadalcanal, along with the 
Florida Islands, Russell lslands and 
Marovo Lagoon. The itinerary varies with 
the length of the charter, which ranges 
from one to three weeks. 

Besides the awesome diving, you'll 
discover interaction with the villagers is 
one of the highlights of your adventure. 
Nothing could be more enjoyable than 


GETTING THERE 


From the U.S., the first stop enroute to the 
Solomon Islands is usually Fiji. At present, 
there are several major airlines offering ser- 
vice for this leg of the journey. The flight from 





Nadi, Fiji to Honiara is best handled by the 
country’s local carrier—Solomon Airlines. 
Flights are also available to many of the re- 
mote outer islands. Total in-flight time is ap- 
proximately 17 hours. 


Air New Zealand 
(800) 262-1234 
Air Pacific 
(800) 227-4446 
Qantas Airways 
(800) 227-4500 
Solomon Airlines 
(800) 677-4277 


surfacing from another wonderful dive in 
80 to 86°F water to find a dugout canoe 
filled with shyly smiling children watching 
you Curiously. 

For more information about the Solo- 
mon Islands or any South Pacific loca- 
tion, contact Island Dreams Travel at 
(800) 346-6116 or (713) 973-9300. You 
can fax (713) 973-8585; e-mail info@is- 
landream.com or visit on the Internet at 
www.islandream.com. = 








OCEAN DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 75) 


The Underwater Naturalist specialty is 
also popular at Ocean Divers, probably 
owing to the Keys’ tremendous popula- 
tion of tropical marine life. These waters 
have been protected from coral collection 
and spearfishing since 1960 and, as a re- 
sult, enjoy healthy populations of school- 
ing fish such as grunts, Snappers and 
goattish, as well as colorful reef tropicals 
such as angelfish, butterflyfisn and moray 
eels. Key Largo is a great place to observe 
the bizarre and unusual as well. Here, | 
have photographed the rare Blanket 
Octopus (Tremoctopus violaceus) and 
Mola mola. Divers are constantly bringing 
home stories of Whale Shark sightings 
and, for decades, the rare and fleeting ap- 
oearances of Great Hammerhead Sharks 
on the world’s most popular dive site, 
Molasses Reef. This year a Great White 
Shark was caught in 300 feet of water off 
Pickles Reef. Granted the shark was just 
utilizing the offshore Gulf Stream current 
to migrate to cooler waters (it would never 
be seen by sport divers along the reef), but 
it does further illustrate the diversity of life 
populating the waters offshore Key Largo. 

One of the most popular courses of all 
is the Underwater Photo specialty. 
Operated in collaboration with Stephen 
Frink Photographic, this combines class- 
room work in camera maintenance and 
operation, TTL exposure theory and offers 
an in-depth insight into how to improve 
fish, macro and wide angle underwater 
photographs. The E-6 compatible slide 
film is quickly processed by Frink Photo’s 
in-house lab so a student can see what is 
right and wrong with each photo while it is 
fresh in this/her mind. Most of the classes 
are taught by resident photo pro Mike 
Waters but once a year | offer my popular 
Nikon School of Underwater Photography 
in Key Largo with Ocean Divers. The next 
scheduled session is June/July 1998. 
These classes offer the PADI Underwater 
Photo specialty, as well as a diploma from 
the prestigious Nikon School. 

For those seeking career preparation 
for the recreation dive industry, Ocean 
Divers offers its PADI Career Develop- 
ment Center. With only 11 such centers 
worldwide, this designation reflects 
Ocean Divers’ ability to train dive instruc- 
tor candidates at the highest levels. 
Ocean Divers offers an IDC (Instructor 
Development Course) to prepare instruc- 
tors to pass the PADI IE (Instructor 
Evaluation). In addition, because Ocean 
Divers is a busy dive resort with complete 
infrastructure, it can offer a wonderful 
RITC (Resort Instructor Training Course) 
to prepare candidates for the real world of 
resort dive operations. Since Ocean 
Divers is so well connected in this area, its 












Caribbean adventures and bring a 
companion for 1/2 fare! 


Call your travel agent or 


1-800-327-2601. 


http://www.windjammer.com we 


* Space is limited. Standard cabin. Applies to 
June through mid-December sailings only. 
Must show diver certification upon booking. 


Set sail on Windjammer’s 6 or 13 day 











Pike, 


| © Windjammer Barefoot Cruises :: 
P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 


< 
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At SAND DOLLAR, you will notice 
something very different for a dive 
resort—condos. Bonaire, in the 
Dutch Carioobean, has long been 
known as one of the world’s top 
dive destinations, and now you 
can dive with the premier dive 
resort on Bonaire. Everything at 
SAND DOLLAR is centrally located, 
right on the dock. The dive store, 
photo and video facility, guest 
equipment storage and restaurant 





are in one convenient location at 


the resort! Relax and watch a 
sunset in the open-air GREEN PARROT 
restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, 1-, 
9- or 3-o0edroom oceanfront 
condo, fully furnished, with air- 
conditioned bedrooms, large 
living areas, cable TV, full kitchens 
and private balconies. Call for 
complete family vacation packages 
and ask about our kids program— 
the SAND PENNy CLUB! 


© 1996 SAND DOLLAR REsoRT/CLINE. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
BOhnajre’s Premjer Dive Resort. 


Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 or 407-774-9292, Bonaire: 599-7-8738 
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LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 


ST. KITTS 


* 

Rated in the Top 4 
Caribbean Liveaboard 
Dive Vacations 

. by the readers of 
Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING 
3 years ina row! 


* 


5 Dives DAILY 


ReEeFs, WREckS, WALLS, 
AND PINNACLES 


8 DouBLE CABINS WITH 
EN-SUITE VANITIES, A/C 


FuLt PHOTO, VIDEO & 
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 


* 


DEPARTURES EVERY SATURDAY 
FROM ST. MAARTEN 


Now ONLy 


US $1 A os hn 


feley{o]o) Melere, 
“Celebrating 
10 Years Of 
Liveaboard Excellence!” 


M/V 
CARIBBEAN 
EXPLORER 
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1-800-322-3577 


Outside US/Canada call 307-235-0683 
Or Fax 307-235-0686 
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OCEAN DIVERS 


placement connections are impeccable. 

DivE/LODGING PACKAGES: Ocean Divers 
has enjoyed along and close collabora- 
tion with Key Largo's most popular dive 
resort, Marina Del Mar. Marina Del Mar is 
adjacent to Ocean Divers on the same 
deep water canal. Its proximity allows 
divers to stroll from their room to the dive 
boat dock. If guests choose to utilize 
Ocean Diver's guest gear storage room, 
the dive preparations are nearly effortless. 

Marina Del Mar offers 76 rooms and 
suites, as well as a 42 slio marina. Other 
amenities include a large waterfront 
restaurant and lounge, conference facili- 
ties, lighted tennis courts, a Nautilus fit- 
ness room and a huge heated freshwater 
swimming pool. A sister property, Marina 
Del Mar Bayside is nearby. Featuring 54 
double rooms and two villas, Marina Del 
Mar Bayside also features dive/lodging 
packages with Ocean Divers. Whichever 
resort is chosen, there are attractive price 
incentives. 

For more information about any of the 
Ocean Divers recreational or education- 
al programs or dive/lodging packages 
for Key Largo, please call Ocean Divers 
at (800) 451-1113 or (805) 451-1113. 
The fax is (305) 451-5765 and the e- 
mail address is oceandivers@aol.com. 
For general information, check out 
Ocean Divers’ Web site at www.oce- 
andivers. com. = 


SEA & SEA’S MX-10 
WITH CLOSE-UP LENS 
(Continued trom Page 78) 


in mind that the lens’ excellent depth of 
field will help you with the focus. At f/11 
about one foot is in focus and at f/22 the 
depth of field is approximately three feet. 
Because color negative film has such a 
wide exposure latitude, ISO 100 and ISO 
400 print film are recommended for use 
with the MX-10 and the Close-up Lens. 


SEA & SEA MX-10 CLOSE-UP 


SYSTEM COMPONENTS 
MA+10 Camera 2. $413.00 
CIOSE-UP LONS.......-.cn0-:sesssevees $ 61.95 
LONG CACY. oe sree $ 39.95 
YE-40A SIGUE 0... ecec st eens $264.00 


With ISO 100 film and the YS-40A flash 
set to manual, the best exposure Is at f/8. 
ISO 400 film works best at f/16 on manu- 
al and f/8 on auto. We found ISO 400 
print film gave us the best results. 

There may be times when you want to 
take other MX-10 lenses with you ona 
dive. This is easy with Sea & Sea’s Lens 
Caddy. It attaches to the top of the YS- 


















“Maximize your bottom 
time at a minimum cost 
with our TOV-1 Towed 
Video System.” 


-Jack Fisher, President 
JW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“The only low cost 
towable camera system 
on the market today, 
the TOV-1 covers a 

_ large area quickly 
and has a 250 
. _ foot depth 

’ capability. It 
can also be 

used as a 
dropped video 








Discover PALAU 
and see it ALL! 


Sams Dive Tours invites you 
to discover the underwater 
riches of Palau. : 


_ Sams personalized service 
featuriag ~~” land and 


D/AD 1997 


2 Sams Dive Tours w Reef 
PO. Box 428 a & Rainforest 
Koror, Palau 96940 : 


PADI DIVE CENTER 

Tel: 011 (680) 488-1062 
Fax: 011 (680) 488-5003 
E-mail: samstour@belau.com 


: 800-794-9RNR (9767) 

: Fax: (415) 289-1763 

> http://www.reefrainfrst.com 
: E-mail : rnrtravel@aol.com 
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4OA strobe and holds the 20mm, Macro 
or Close-up Lenses. To change lenses 
underwater, simply twist off one lens and 
replace it with another. 

Although intended only for U/W use, 
the Close-up Lens works well on land, 
too. However, the focus point and expo- 
sure values will be different. In air, the 
lens will focus at seven inches. The YS- 
4OA flash is approximately that long and 
can serve as a distance guide. Simply 
turn the flash sideways and use it as a 
measuring device (you can also use a 
ruler). Use ISO 100 film at either f/11 with 
the internal flash or f/16 with the YS-40A. 

The MX-10 system effectively accom- 
plishes a difficult task. You have the 
freedom of diving with minimal camera 
gear yet can capture on film whatever 
you see throughout your dive. If you’re 
ready to jump into underwater photog- 
raphy, go see your local Sea & Sea 
dealer. For the address of the one near- 
est you, contact Sea & Sea Underwater 
Photography, USA, 2105 Camino Vida 
Roble, Suite L, Carlsbad, CA 92009; 
(760) 929-1909. => 


TEN WEEKS TO 
TAKE -OFF 
(Continued from Page 14) 


equipment, guide dives, assist cus- 
tomers with rental gear, act as boatmas- 
ters and all of the other tasks employers 
will require. 

SDM: What courses are available? 

BRAYMAN: We have two program 
tracks at Hall’s. First let me explain the 
Professional Career Programs, which 
are for full time students. The core of the 
Professional Career Program is the ten 
week Professional Store and Resort 
Instructor Training Program. An able- 
bodied person can enroll in this pro- 
gram with no diving experience and will 
finish with instructor certificates from 
NAUI, CMAS, ACUC, NASDS, TDI, 
IANTD, DAN and the National Safety 
Council. Just as importantly, though, 
they will also be certified as divemasters 
by PADI, NAUI and ACUC and as 
equipment repair technicians by NAUI 
and ACUC. They will also receive Resort 
and Store certifications from NAUI and 
ACUC. 

Instructor Training, Sales and Oper- 
ations, and Equipment Repair Tech- 
nician are available as individual cours- 
es for students who elect not to take 
the ten week comprehensive course. 
Owing to the increasing popularity of 
rebreathers and other new technolo- 
gies, we also offer two additional 
courses, the Professional Rebreather 
Instructor Training Program and the 
Professional Deep Tech Instructor 
Program. The Deep Tech program is an 





Discover Bermuda's superb diving...and the island’s newest resort dive centre. 
Here is a whole new way to dive and explore many of Bermuda’s seldom dived wrecks... 
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Rieef House Resort 
ROATAN 2nd COPAN 


A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds — _ 


yo. 






REEF HOUSE RESORT - 
On the island of Roatan, A se SIRS 
Bay Islands Honduras, | St nigeria 
complete dive facility offering _= =)’ perry er Ge 
outstanding diving along F 3 te ae 

the world’s second largest barrier reef. 


COPAN RUINS TOUR - Visit the site of the 

Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, 
a beautiful trip to the 

highlands of Honduras. 


P.O. Box 40331 


_ — RESORT 


Roatan Bay Islands 800-328-8897 


Fax: 210-733-7889 
On Roatan: (504) 45-2142 or (504) 45-2297 
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PARADISE JUST GOT EVEN BET 


HOT SKIN PROMO 
at PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE! 


Enjoy a luxurious ocean view room and receive a 


FREE Henderson HOT SUIT!* 


*Certain restrictions apply. 
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The Plaza Kesort 


BONAIRE’ Ss s- STAR RESORT 


(5 
pEciA 
orFe® 
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Bonaire’s new 5 star resort with 

224 luxurious suites and villas, 

a complete dive shop and watersports 
facility, 3 restaurants/3 Lars, shops, 
activities desk, mini-market, rental 
center (1 with cars, scooters and 


Boston whalers), casino, and 


a beautiful beach.” 


©SD/AD 1997 


For more information and to make reservations: 


1-800-766-6016 ZU 


Tel 617-821-1012» Fax:617-821-1568 — ~" stemamany 
“Special Group Rates Available 
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AR ZARUBA 
Newark/Baltimore 


Tampa/Miami Ft. Lauderdale 
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Aboard the MV. BILIKIKI or 


M.V. SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


FEE Case 
. Accommodation % 
| ‘Outstanding Meal 
) and Service 
1 Superb Reefs, 
| Walls and Wrecks) 
— Unlimited Diving 3 iii 
7 Solomon 
Airlines 
800-677-4277 


CA: 310-670-7302 Fax: 310-338-0708 


Rediscover — 
Diving the way 
it should be! 


800-663-5363 © 
www. bilikiki.com : 
or e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 
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TEN WEEKS TO 
TAKE-OFF 


introductory program that will give can- 
didates the ability to manage technical 
situations, whether on a dive boat or in 
a store. 

Our second track is the Honor Pro- 
gram, which is for students with prior ex- 
perience who are willing to complete 
substantial home study before arriving. 
The Honor Program offers the opportuni- 
ty to build on the experience you already 
have in order to become a Rescue Diver, 
Divemaster or Instructor. Like the Pro- 
fessional Program, instructor graduates 
receive certifications from eight different 
agencies. The Honor Program courses 
vary in length from 4 days to 19, depend- 
ing on the level of instruction and prior 
experience. 

SDM: The training obviously goes well 
beyond what is needed to instruct diving. 

BRAYMAN: Absolutely! One of the diffi- 
culties with be- 
ginning a Ca- 
reer in diving 
today is that 
dive instructors 
have been 
typecast as 
people who are 
just doing the 
ioe fOr Ta, 
Instructor can- 
didates some- 
times have a 
hard time con- 
vincing their parents or friends that diving 
offers legitimate career opportunities. 
The reality is that there are good jobs in 
diving, jobs that pay well and have high 
potential for advancement. But you need 
to be qualified for more than just teaching 
students to dive—you need to be trained 
in the business of diving. That’s why we 
developed such comprehensive pro- 
grams. Our professional programs make 
the door of Hall’s the entry point to the 
whole diverse industry of diving, not just 
to open water instructing. 

SDM: What prospects do Hall’s grad- 
uates have for serious employment? 

BRAYMAN: Right now we couldn't pos- 
sibly supply graduates for all the jobs we 
have waiting. Our placement record is 
100 percent. And there are good rea- 
sons why that situation exists. Most im- 
portantly, our courses are primarily 
geared around what employers want, 
not just what is needed to pass a test, so 
Our graduates are in high demand. They 
are so multi-talented and certified by so 
many agencies that they can’t be pi- 
geon-holed as one particular type of in- 
structor and that makes them more ef- 
fective as employees. Because of this 
any employer in the industry can come to 





Bob Brayman 











Hall’s for new employees and they do. 
Hall’s presently has more than 3,300 ac- 
tive employers in its job placement pro- 
gram. We continually screen this listing to 
ensure it is up-to-date and the job offer- 
ings in it are worthwhile. 

Right now Hall’s graduates can pick 
and choose to get what Is most impor- 
tant to them, whether it’s location, pay or 
type of work. Our “lead book” has current 
employment listings for cruise lines, re- 
sorts, marine institutes, dive shops, 
theme parks and live-aboards. There are 
Hall’s graduates working in police de- 
partments, universities and even NASA. 

SDM: The training needed to launch a 
vocation in diving is small compared to 
four years of college tuition but it’s still a 
substantial investment. What sort of as- 
sistance do you offer students in manag- 
ing the cost of the training? 

BRAYMAN: Financing definitely is one of 
the most important parts of making the 
decision to enter this field. At Hall’s we 
have tried to find as many ways as we 
can to assist students with financing. 
Low interest loans are available for up to 
100 percent of the fees. Our programs 
qualify for Veteran’s Administration 
Educational Benefits. Retraining and re- 
habilitation grants from Workmen's 
Compensation and the Job Training 
Assistance Program can also be used at 
Hall’s. Fees for the course, including ac- 
commodations, can even be charged to 
major credit cards. 

SDM: Since you broached the sub- 
ject of accommodations, tell us about 
living conditions for students and the 
facilities in general. 


photo/Shirley Vanderbilt 





Hall’s 40 foot dive boat provides quick trans- 
portation to nearby dive sites in the Florida 
Keys National Marine Sanctuary. 


BRAYMAN: Of course, it’s tough to beat 
the Florida Keys and Hall’s is right in the 
middle, on Marathon. Our dive center, 
classrooms, living quarters, pool and dive 
boat are all on the premises of the Faro 
Blanco Marine Resort. The International 
Career Institute shares a 2,200 square 
foot building with Hall’s Diving Center, 
built expressly for Hall’s by the resort in 
1986. Our pool training is conducted in 
the resort’s Olympic sized pool. A wide 
variety of accommodations are available 
at Faro Blanco, from luxurious to eco- 
nomical. The resort offers special “share- 
a-room” rates to Hall’s students, which 
are as low as $13 per night. The rooms 
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Learn. to Dive the NASDS Way. 


Because ere? s more to Scuba than just breathing underwater. 
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in Vision Technology 
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FOCUS ON DIVING! 


Now you can read your 
critical sauges without 
squinting or guessing 
with a set of removable 
magnification lenses for 
your dive mask. 

¢ Instant NWevetatentetere! 
¢ Easy to Install 

¢ Distortion Free 

¢ Removable & Reusable 


; Stays on even when 
mask is floodec 


~ 1-800-344-2020 


Fax 425-644-6107 
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TEN WEEKS TO 
TAKE-OFF 


are dormitory style, with up to four stu- 
dents per room, most with kitchenettes. 
There are two restaurants at Faro Blanco 
and a large selection of restaurants, 
shops and service facilities are close by. 

Of course, diving is excellent all year 
long in the Florida Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary. Within a short distance of our 
docks we can choose from many different 
deep or shallow dive sites, including some 
excellent wrecks. Our dive boat is a cus- 
tom designed 40 foot boat with all the 
modern safety equipment and diver 
amenities. 

SDM: Brayman, how can people find 
out more about the International Diving 
Career Institute at Hall’s? 

BRAYMAN: Nationally, they can call 
(800) 331-4255. In Florida or outside the 
U.S. call (805) 743-5929. Requests can 
also be faxed to (305) 743-8168 or sent 
to Bob Brayman’s International Diving 
Career Institute at Hall’s, 1994 Overseas 
Highway, Marathon, Florida 33050. =#* 


DIVE COCO ISLAND 
(Continued from Page 94) 


easy with his great sense of humor. 

THE BOATS ARE STATE OF THE ART, 

WITH MANY AMENTITIES. Both the Sea 
Hunter and the Undersea Hunter are 
both impressive live-aboards, used by 
cinematographers and film crews from 
around the world. The Sea Hunter is 115 
feet long, with a beam of 26 feet. Very 
spacious, she is a favorite among divers 
because of her deck space. She accom- 
modates 18 guests in six doubles and two 
triples, all with private bathrooms and 
showers. Common to both vessels are 
large camera and video work and storage 
areas, E-6 film processing and fully air- 
conditioned interiors. 

THE WATER IS WARM AND CLEAR. [he 

water temperature ranges from 76 to 
82°F, depending on depth. The visibility 
ranges from 80 to 100 feet. 

YOU CAN USE NITROX AND/OR BECOME 

NITROX CERTIFIED. Nitrox certification 
is available. The instruction team is highly 
trained and will teach you the benefits of 
diving nitrox as well as taking the time to 
make sure you understand It fully. 

THERE ARE REBREATHERS AVAILABLE 

FOR GUEST USE. If you always wanted 
to try arebreather and never had the 
time, a Hunter trip provides the perfect 
opportunity. Both rebreathers and in- 
struction are available. The Hunter Fleet 
has been training divers in rebreather use 
for more than a year and is discovering 
more and more benefits for photogra- 
phers and videographers as well as 
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Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 


personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 


Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B, 2363 » Key Largo # Florida » 33037 © 305-451-3059 
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Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 

travel 


prices along 
™ with new 


if lodging and 


ADVENTURES | Giving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 
(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 
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those who simply want a more peaceful 
and tranquil dive experience. 

IF YOU GET A GROUP TOGETHER YOU 

CAN GO FOR FREE. [he Hunter Fleet 
has a special offer that lets group lead- 
ers travel absolutely free. That includes 
airfare, hotels, boat—everything—ab- 
solutely free. Call for details. 








Top: The Sea Hunter. Above: The 
Undersea Hunter. Both boats provide 
luxury amenities and state of the art tech- 
nology, such as nitrox and rebreathers. 


1 YOU CAN CONTACT THE HUNTER 

FLEET—AND BOOK—DIRECT. [he 
Hunter Fleet reservations office is in 
beautiful Costa Rica but you can ask any 
questions or book a trip simply by calling 
(800) 203-2120, 011 (506) 228-6535 or 
011 (506) 228-6613. You can fax your in- 
quiries to 011 (506) 289-7334, send e- 
mail to info@underseahunter.com or visit 
the company's Web site at www.under- 
seahunter. com. Mail should be ad- 
dressed to P.O. Box 025216, Dept. 314, 
Miami, FL 33102-5216, = 
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PLATINUM PRO FOUNDATION RECEIVES 
$10,000 Donation: The Platinum Pro 
Foundation is a nonprofit organization 
established by Scuba Schools Inter- 
national (SSI) and is dedicated to the ed- 
ucation of children. The foundation re- 
cently accepted a gift of $10,000 from 
Rick Lawson of Salt Lake City. He is one 
of the several directors of the Platinum 
Pro Foundation Board. Other foundation 
directors include Jean-Michel Cousteau, 
Sylvia Earle, Frank Fennell, Bill Gleason 
and Bob Clark. 

The Platinum Pro Foundation evolved 
after SSI originated the Platinum Pro 
5000 Diver Award in 1993 and the 
Platinum Pro 5000 Instructor Award in 
1995. Together, these recognition 
awards were intended to recognize both 
exceptional divers and exceptional 
teachers of diving. 

The Platinum Pro Foundation is com- 





pletely independent of SSI. Its primary 
purpose is to give back to the diving 
community by developing educational 
materials about the ocean and to enlight- 
en and educate children about topics 
ranging from ocean environments and 
marine life to scuba diving. 

For more information on the Platinum 
Pro Foundation, or to make a donation, 
contact SSI at (970) 482-0883 or e-mail 
to admin@ssiusa.com. = 


TLC LIFETIME WARRANTY: Nikon Inc., 


has announced a lifetime warranty on all 
Technical Lighting Control (TLC) acces- 


Has aDealfor 


sory U/W photo products. Made from 
solid aluminum in a multi-step machining 
process, they are hard anodized and 
Teflon coated for added durability. They 
are lightweight for convenience but 
strong, justifying the lifetime warranty. 

“We know TLC products are the best 
accessories that exist and will last for the 
life of the diver,” said Frank Fennell, gen- 
eral manager, Nikon U/W Systems. 

For more information, contact Nikon 
Inc., UW Systems, 1300 Walt Whitman 
Road, Melville, NY 11747-3064; (800) 
NIKON-US or visit Nikon Inc.’s Web site at 
htto://www.nikonusa.com. = 
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VVhether you're a seasoned diver, just got certified or 
are looking for a premier training facility, Don Foster’s 
is the place. The staff is professional, but they still Know 
how to make things fun and exciting. Let Don Foster’s 
handle your next dive vacation and all you'll have to do 


is relax and enjoy the spectacular views. 


a | Don Foster's is proud to announce 
of d Cayman | our partnership with this popular 


| 7 Mile Beach hotel. Our full service © 
| dive & retail shop offers a variety of 


Don Foster's continues its Mes diccon 
respected tradition of providing a | _ 
fun and safe dive experience for os shea 
each guest. The Radisson’'s 

appealing new look is “diver 

friendly” and invites guests to 

return again...and again. 
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This condo 
comforts of home in a cozy, island- 
style atmosphere and you're never 
more than 15 minutes away from any 
7 Mile Beach dive site! 


| watersports activities. Our boa 
depart directly from the beach 
Jo. all packages include ada 
breakfast—a divers fave 
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PHONE : (972) 722-2535 © FAX: (972) 722-6511 


E-mail: dfdus@airmail.net 
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he Turks and Caicos Islands are an archipelago of eight is- 
lands and 40 small cays on two plateaus, separated by a 
deep trench called the Columbus Passage. The Caicos occupy 
the larger plateau, forming a loose horseshoe around the 
perimeter, with a shallow bank in the middle. The Turks—two 
major islands—take their name from the Turks head cactus and 
sit atop the smaller plateau. The T & C are a British Crown 
Colony, with a governor appointed by the Queen of England 
and a self-government run by elected ministers and a legislative 
council. The total population of the Turks and Caicos is around 
15,000 and more than half 
of that number live on 
Providenciales. 
THE Divina: The spec- 
tacular and easily accessi- 
ble walls in the Turks and 
Caicos get the most atten- 
tion but there is much 
more diversity to diving 
here than just the walls. Of 
course, the walls are truly 
amazing. What can com- 
pare to gliding over the 
edge of a coral cliff in water 
_so clear it almost doesn’t 
seem to exist? 
The Turks and Caicos 
also have a variety of shal- 
low reefs that provide excellent diving and snorkeling, all 
packed with marine life. And, chances are good for a variety of 
interesting animal encounters, especially with turtles, sharks 
. and rays. Mantas are often seen along the tops of the walls dur- 
Clare Jardine admires a. ge , ing the spring, Summer and fall. The chance of a topside sight- 
stand of healthy sponges and wf me ing of marine mammals is also excellent. Atlantic Bottlenose 
corals near French Gay. | | SEs Dolphins are in these waters all the time and Humpback Whales 
ao ies migrate through the islands every winter. 


A Paradise Reserved for Divers 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


been befriending snarkelersi in ‘the s hallows« 

. for years. Inset above: A profusion of Bi ‘own | He 
on the wall at West Caicos. Above: After snorkeling in the 
clear water at Gibb’s Cay, Martina Roebuck and Charles — 

_ Boyle take a testy stroll down the deserted beach. 
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RY Jima Dlihilean 


TURKS & CAICOS 


Dive the uninhabited 
island of West Caicos and the 
more populated of the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, 
Providenciales’ northwestern 
wall. Great wall diving with 
spectacular drop-offs, 
cruising eagle rays, sharks 
and other pelagics, maybe 
even encounter the great 
humpback whales on their 
annual winter migration 
through the passage between 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
Itineraries feature mostly 
wall diving with visibility 
averaging 100’ or more. 

7 night packages starting at 
$999 per person. 


Setting the World Standard 
for Dive Adventure! 


DP BicrtfighesDiting 


1-800-9DANCER 


1390 S. Dixie Highway, Suite 1109 
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 
305/609-9391 FAX: 305/669-9475 
Internet: http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


Check our iniernet site for 
periodic specials. 
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TURKS & CAICOS 


Diving conditions are excellent year- 
round. Visibility on the big walls usually 
exceeds 100 feet and can often be in the 
150 foot range. Water temperatures in 
the spring, Summer and fall are normally 
80 to 82°F, dropping only a few degrees 
to the high 70s during the winter. Strong 
currents are not generally present but a 
mild current along the wall is not unusual. 

PROVIDENCIALES: On Provo, as the is- 
land is usually called, there are two main 
diving areas. Grace Bay is the crescent 
formed by the north coast of the island 
and is the area closest to most of the dive 
operators and hotels. The bay is outlined 
by nearly 12 miles of glorious beach on 
one side and a long, shallow coral reef on 
the other. Seaward of the reef crest a se- 
ries of coral covered ridges slopes gently 
down from near the surface to about 30 
feet before dropping steeply to 90 or 100 
feet. This combination of shallow reef and 
“mini-wall” is typical of Grace Bay dive 
sites such as the Pinnacles. Schools of 
Blue Chromis and Creole Wrasse swarm 
along the lip of the drop-off and Queen 
Angelfish, Schoolmasters and Trumpet- 
fish swim among the corals. Green 
Morays and Nassau Groupers are seen 
on most dives. Grace Bay is also the 
home of Jo-Jo the Atlantic Bottlenose 
Dolphin, who has been entertaining 
snorkelers here for years. 

Northwest Point also offers excellent 
diving. The wall is carved with interesting 
formations, from the deeply undercut 
lens at Amphitheater to the cascading 
tiers of Plate Coral at Coral Stairway. 
One hundred feet down at Shark Hotel, 
a chimney cuts diagonally through the 
reef, exiting at about 130 feet on the face 
of the wall. At Eel Garden, named for its 
Brown Garden Eels, the side of the wall is 
covered with sheets of Plate Coral. 
Several species of Black Coral grow in 
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profusion along the Northwest Point wall. 

Pine Cay: Pine Cay is one of a series of 
small islands that extend from Northwest 
Point on Provo to the tip of North Caicos. 
New Jack City, named for the schools 
of jacks frequently seen here, is one of 
several dive sites along this strip. The 
bottom is a series of long valleys with 
varying slopes. The coral cover is a mix of 
soft and hard corals. Giant Barrel 
Sponges and Leathery Barrel Soonges 
are found in the deeper sections. 

WEstT Caicos: This large, uninhabited 
island is about ten miles southwest of 
Provo. The Lake Catherine bird reserve 
here is home to almost 100 species, in- 
cluding great blue herons, ospreys and 
pink flamingoes. 

The wall at West Caicos is truly world- 
class. Elephant Ear Canyon is named 
for the enormous Orange Elephant Ear 
Sponge between two coral ridges about 
90 feet down the wall. Driveway takes 
its name from two well defined sand 
channels that run from shallow water to 
the top of the wall. This is an exceptional 
dive above and below the lip of the wall. 
The top of the wall offers big boulders of 
Star and Brain Coral. As the wall begins 
to curve downward, the Star Corals 
change from boulders to knobs. On the 
vertical wall face, they change shape 
again, taking on a more advantageous 
plate form. Even below 100 feet, the reef 
seems to have a lot of color, owing to the 
green, purple and pink of tube sponges 
and Black Corals. 

The Gullies are named for the bottom 
formations but the best features are the 
groupers. Three or four Nassau Groupers 
seem to enjoy encounters with divers. 
Below 60 or 70 feet Black Corals and 
rope sponges become more numerous 
on the wall. Highway to Heaven is one 
of those West Caicos dive sites where 
you have to watch your depth carefully 
because the visibility is incredible and the 
coral extends far below 130 feet. 

FRENCH Cay: The weather has to co- 
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Singles, couples, families with kids. Everyone 
is welcome to share in the Beaches experience 
where everything is included from gourmet 
dining and land and water sports on a 
12-mile stretch of beach to ultra luxurious 
accommodations and special programs just 
for kids. So experience Beaches, the newest 
wave in all-inclusives. Call 1=-800-BEACHES. 
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outnumbers human beings. So the only 
traffic jams you'll find are bright 
schools of tropical fish swimming between 
jewel-colored corals. In Fact, these magical 
islands boast the top-ranked scuba 
diving in the Caribbean. But Turks & Caicos 
is sO much more. It’s unlike any other 
destination in the world. For more 
information call your travel agent or 
1-800-241-0824. 
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Unique Vacations is the worldwide representative for Beaches. 
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e Beautiful Wall Dives 

° Comfortable Boats 

° Great Staff 

e Luxury Beach front Suites 
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Providenciales, Turks & Caicos BWI 
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CAICOS ADVENTURES DIVING 


PROVIDENCIALES, TuRKS & CAICOS 
7 Nights / 5 Days Diving 
starting from $760.00 


800-513-5822 


www.netilus.com/CaicosAdventures 
E-mail: divucrzy@caribsurf.com 
Phone/Fax: (809) 941-3346 
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ULTIMATE A Full Service Dive 


Travel Company 
bD | | VE specializinginthe 
S17 R A V E E Caribbeanand Fiji & 


800-73 7-DIVE (3483) 
Ph: 630-616-9926 - Fax: 630-616-0727 


PROVIDENCIALES 
TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS 


FLAMINGO DIVERS 
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*Fast Boats 
* Flexible Dive | 5 o4 Lo 
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* Friendly 


* Hotel/Dive Packages Informative Staff 


LAST SMALL DIVE SHOP IN PROVO 


| N.W. Point, West Caicos, French Cay 


S00-204-9282 
_ Ph/Fx 809-946-4193 — 


e-mail: flamingo@caribsurf.com 
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TURKS AND CAICOS 


operate for a trip to French Cay but it’s 
worth the wait. The wall is more of a slope 
here and the coral is in excellent condi- 
tion. Beyond French Cay is West Sand 
Spit, along slope crowded with coral 
and surrounded by a profusion of reef fish 
at every level. Molasses Reef has a well 
developed spur and groove system that 
ends abruptly at 45 feet at the edge of the 
vertical wall. 

NorRTH, MIDDLE, EAST AND SOUTH 
Caicos: Although these islands account 
for a major part of the Turks and Caicos 
land mass, they are sparsely settled. 
Most diving here is done from Provo or 
Grand Turk, with some visitation by live- 
aboards. The South Caicos wall is deep- 
er, generally starting at 60 to 70 feet, and 
the currents can be stronger. The payoff 
is potential encounters with large marine 
life such as Mantas and sharks. 

GRAND TuRK: Standing on the beach 
at Grand Turk you can see where the 
water turns dark blue over the wall just a 
short distance out. Between the beach 
and the wall there is an extensive shal- 
low reef, with dive sites such as the 
Library and Coral Garden that are 
thick with fish, day or night. Big colonies 
of reef building corals, such as Star and 
Giant Star Coral, are piled high along the 
lio of the wall, which varies from 40 to 50 
feet deep. 

The wall faces the serious deepness of 
Columbus Passage, dropping straight 
down into the blue. Black Forest is 
Known for its Black Corals. The Grand 
Turk wall is also Known for its swim- 
throughs and cuts, particularly at Mc- 
Donald’s Arch. A series of deeply cut 
ravines gives the wall an interesting pro- 
file at the Tunnels and seems to attract 
more fish than usual. The white sand 
beach and shallow reef at Gibb’s Cay 
make it a great snorkeling spot easily 
reached from Grand Turk. 

SALT Cay: The salt raking industry 
started on Salt Cay in the 1670s finally 
came to an abrupt halt in the 1960s but 
the buildings and ponds still remain un- 
touched. Salt Cay may be a small island, 
with less than 300 inhabitants, but the 
underwater landscape is immense. Like 
the rest of the Turks and Caicos, there is 
great diving in the 40 to 130 foot range, 
however, there is even more excellent 
shallow diving at Salt Cay. 

The HMS Endymion is an 18th centu- 
ry warship that lies in only 25 feet of wa- 
ter. The wreck site is undisturbed and in- 
cludes 18 encrusted cannons and four 
huge anchors. Great Sand Cay is a fa- 
vorite place for Nurse Sharks, especially 
during the summer months when they 
gather in the shallows to mate. Kelly’s 








Folly, Turtle Garden and Wandalust 
are very different dives but all feature a 35 
or 40 foot deep reef that drops off into a 
wall. Black Coral Canyon is a deep dive 
along a gorge covered with lush Black 
Corals. A ledge at 130 feet cuts back into 
the wall, providing a sheltered spot that is 
frequently used by resting Nurse Sharks. 

A series of sand gullies flows down the 
reef to the top of the wall at Shark Point, 
where sharks are frequently sighted, 
along with hundreds of other fish. A sandy 
chute through the reef nearby is called 
Conch Highway because so many 
conch pass through in the winter on their 
way to deeper water. Point Pleasant is 
one of Salt Cay’s premier shallow dive 
and snorkel sites. Only 15 feet deep, it 
features some exceptionally large corals. 

TURKS AND CAICOS TOPSIDE: Relaxing 
on a tranquil beach is one of the favorite 
topside activities in the Turks and Caicos. 
If you are looking for nightlife, Provo is the 
place where you can find casinos and late 
night entertainment. Other daytime activi- 
ties on Provo include windsurfing, kayak- 
ing and fishing. The Caicos Conch Farm 
and the rock carvings are also wortha 
visit. Walking tours of the dramatic lime- 
stone caves on Middle Caicos are avail- 
able for the adventurous and Loyalist 
plantations from the late 1700s can be 
toured on North Caicos. On Salt Cay, the 
salt ponds, windmills, tools and buildings 
have been preserved for visitors. 

A wide variety of restaurants can be 
found in the Turks and Caicos, especially 
on Provo. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION: American Alr- 
lines operates two daily nonstop flights to 
Provo from Miami, with convenient con- 
nections to Grand Turk and the other is- 
lands on several inter-island commuter 
airlines. U.S. citizens can travel with ei- 
ther a passport or a Certified birth certifi- 
cate and photo ID. The U.S. dollar is the 
official currency and the electrical stan- 
dard is 110 volts/60 cycles. Dress is very 
casual but bathing suits and bare midriffs 
should be limited to beaches and boats. 
A light jacket will come in handy at night 
in the winter. A multi-lock hyperbaric 
chamber is available at Menzies Medical 
Center on Provo. 

Accommodations are available on Salt 
Cay, Middle Caicos and South Caicos 
but most of the hotels are on either Provo 
or Grand Turk. Dive operators can be 
found on Provo, Grand Turk and Salt 
Cay. Two live-aboard dive boats operate 
year-round in the Turks and Caicos. Both 
are based in Provo and cover the whole 
island chain. The live-aboards offer great 
diving without long or difficult passages 
between sites. 

For more information about diving in 
the Turks and Caicos, you can contact 
the Turks and Caicos Tourist Board at 
(809) 946-2321. =#® 
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Guanahani Beach Resort 
Sitting Pretty Hotel 
Coral Reef Beach Club 
Grand Turk’s finest beachfront 
hotels with diving at your doorstep! 
(800) 577-3872 
(649) 946-2666 
Fax: (649) 946-2668 
| http://www.interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk/ hotels 


e-mail: GTHotels@caribsurf.com 
Small, Intimate & Friendly 
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| Sea Eye To Eye! 
Cecil Ingham’s 
Sea Eye Diving ! 
Wall diving with your choice 
m of accommodation... | 

| Ph/Fax: (649) 946-1407 | 
wn (800) 810-3483 | 
http:// www.interlog.com/~reefnet/ Glurk | 
E-mail: Cl@caribsurf.com | 














































































































Blue Water Divers & Salt Raker Inn 
Blue Water offers small groups and personal service. 
Over 15 Years Local Experience , | 
| Phone/Fax: (649) 946-2432 & | 
e-mail: mrolling@Caribsurf.com 


Salt Raker Inn is Grand Turk’s most 
SS 8 hospitable hotel. Old world charm 

with modern convenience. Beachfront accommodations. 

Phone: (649) 946-2260 + Fax: (649) 946-2817 as 

http: / /www.microplan.com/b101000,htp * e-mail:SRAKER@Caribsurf.com 
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DIVERS UNLIMITED 
(Continued from Page 77) 


ID book by identifying and observing at 
least 15 different species of fish, corals 
and invertebrates each time they make a 
dive. This practical experience helps the 
instructors truly comprehend the subject 
and, consequently, the instructor is bet- 
ter able to promote the program. 

Diving, with all its integral parts, isa 
business. Teaching scuba is a business. 
To be successful you need to make what 
you do sizzle. DU’s director of instructor 
development, Raul Loredo, strongly be- 
lieves in using practical learning experi- 
ences as the core of DU’s teaching 
method. “You have to know intimately 
what it is you are teaching, to the point of it 
being natural enough to be fun,” he says. 
A seasoned veteran with 25 years of div- 
ing and teaching experience, Raul holds 
more than 25 instructor level specialities. 

According to DU, the best way to learn 
is to have candidates do the actual work 
under the constant guidance of a course 
director who corrects mistakes along the 
way. Candidates practice teaching instead 
of simply listening in on a class in progress. 
They observe a class segment, then teach 
two complete programs with all their spe- 
cialties and components. This includes us- 
ing all educational support materials, giv- 
ing lectures and conducting dives, where 
they give the pre and post dive briefings, 
demonstrate and execute dive skills, as 
well as log the dives. Part of the training re- 
quires candidates to be responsible for the 
maintenance of their students’ records. 
This way, they learn first hand how to set 
up records to meet the required standards 
set by PADI and others. 

Course directors such as Raul spend a 
lot of time with candidates in the ROS 
program, putting them in hands-on train- 
ing situations as much as possible. This 
is where DU’s Gold Program offers a dif- 
ferent perspective to instructors, provid- 
ing the knowledge and understanding 
they need to assess, modify and adapt to 
whatever environment they end up in. 

Divers Unlimited is currently working 
toward becoming completely multi-me- 
dia. Those working or planning to work in 
an ultra-modern facility will learn how to 
make multi-media presentations ona 
computer in conjunction with or in place 
of current, traditional teaching media 
such as books, slides, etc. 

DU’s ROS course goes beyond train- 
ing instructors to teach more specialties. 
The real value of this program is candi- 
dates gain the skills necessary to be suc- 
cessful in any type of dive resort or shop 
environment. The core of the course in- 
cludes handling customer sales and ser- 
vice, course marketing and manage- 
ment, dive boat operations and anything 
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some new Spots? 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 






CARIB INN 


P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, 
Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (01 1) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


E-mail: caribinn@bonairenet.com 
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® High quality standardized instruction 
for over 30 years. 

° Career Placement Service 

° Facilities located worldwide: 
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MOVE INTO THE FUTURE 
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For more information or comments, 
E-MAIL us at PDICMM@delphi.com 
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_ Callor | PDIC International ! 
— Paaws 2 P.O. Box 3633, , Scranton, PA. 18505 ! 
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Enchanting Walindi Plantation offers 
divers the comforts of a resort and easy 
access fo all the underwater wonders 
PNG has become famous for. Big animal 
encounters are common, unusual critters 


Kimbe Bay are considered by experts 
to be among the most diverse and 
beautiful in the world. 


i beachside bungalows = exit mountain Views 
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* Exotic Culture 
* World-Accaimed Diving 
* Once-in-a-Lifetime Photo Opportunities 
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>> PLANTATION RESORT 


tHE DIVE ADVENTURE YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR —COME FOR THE THRILL OF IT ALL! 
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+ World Dive Adventures * 800-433-DIVE ‘¥ Peter Hughes Diving * 800-932-6237 


< Adventure Express * 800-443-0799 © 415-442-0799 
© ALSO AVAILABLE: U/W Camera Rentals * U/W Photography Classes * E-6 Slide Processing * Full-Service Photo Services Provided by Walindi Photo 
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>CENTRAL AMERICA 
Tel: 305-666-1997 ¢ Fax: 305-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia@ gate.net 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


Bahla Tours 800-443-0717 
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(305) 294-7177 
World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
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DIVERS UNLIMITED 


else that might take place in day to day 
operations. Divers Unlimited's creation of 
the Resort Operations Specialist defines 
what should be expected of the industry. 

In real life, itis not uncommon for an 
operation owner or general manager to 
ask an employee to drop what he or she 
is doing and work as divemaster and/or 
lead a group of students on a check-out 
dive. During the ROS, Divers Unlimited 
places its candidates in those types of 
real life situations. 

The last two weeks of the ROS pro- 
gram become both shop and dive boat 
intensive. Naturally, this begins right in 
DU’s 8,000 square foot complex, an im- 
pressive retail, rental and repair center, 
with local dive charters (provided by its 
two boats), year-round scuba instruction 
and an air station, which also features ni- 
trox. DU’s retail division alone offers 
more space than most totally dedicated 
dive shops. 

As part of the ROS Boat Handling 
Module, candidates take part in hands- 
on boat training during actual boat out- 
ings. The purpose is not to make a cap- 
tain of the ROS candidate but to teach 
the mechanics involved in the daily oper- 
ation of a dive boat, including prepping 
and loading the boat before departure; 
understanding and performing naviga- 
tion tasks with both compass and GPS; 
learning line of sight methods for locating 
both reefs and wrecks; anchoring and 
mooring techniques; as well as docking 
and boat securing procedures at the end 
of the day. The student learns the role of 
a boat divemaster, effectively under- 
standing the nuances of what the captain 
does. Even the basic skills of reading sea 
conditions, working with currents, etc., 
are not overlooked, because they are 
typically incorporated into a pre-dive 
briefing. Students also work on customer 
relation skills (with actual customers), 
dealing with various levels of certification, 
diving experiences and personalities. 

Right after the ROS course many stu- 
dents jump straight into nitrox, currently 
a focus of many resorts and dive centers 
worldwide. DU’s in-depth training in- 
cludes oxygen cleaning, oxygen fills and 
the precautions and hazards of enriched 
air diving. Besides having the unique op- 
portunity to work with one of the largest 
airfill stations around, (it’s capable of 
holding more than 100,000 square feet 
of air in reserve), students will also learn 
the differences and complexities of a big 
compressor and/or a traditional resort 
type system. 

As Dave Inman attests: “When ROS 
graduates leave here, they leave with all 
the skills to work in this facility, which is 








one of the toughest facilities to walk into 
on account of its complexity—in retail, 
teaching, service and repairs, and dive 
charters.” 

It is Raul’s policy that if any resort or 
store sponsored candidate for the ROS 
is not living up to expectations, Divers 
Unlimited will bring him or her up to 
speed. Having run his own operation in 
the Caribbean, Raul can identify with 
owners who have to retrain instructors. 
Operators want a staff they can work 
with easily, so the only thing they need 
do is orient them to the subtle differ- 
ences in their facility. Instructors finishing 
their training at Diver’s Unlimited walk 
away with the knowledge an owner is af- 
ter, the skills the manager needs and, 
above all, what they want in their career. 

Divers Unlimited’s Gold Program for 
the ROS can commence right after the 
fulfillment of the PADI IEC or anytime 
thereafter. Taking approximately three full 
weeks to complete, it is open to all cur- 
rent PADI open water instructors. 

As with any other form of advanced 
education, most students can’t pay the 
entire tuition up front. For instructor can- 
didates, particularly those pursuing the 
Gold Program, Divers Unlimited can ar- 
range a student loan that covers 75 to 80 
percent of the tuition, to be paid back af- 
ter graduation. 

To reach a Divers Unlimited career 
counselor or to obtain an information 
packet, call (800) 289-3483 in the U.S. or 
Canada. In Florida, call (954) 981-0156 
or fax (954) 963-5255. Mail your inquiries 
to Divers Unlimited, 6023 Hollywood 
Boulevard, Hollywood, FL 33024. =# 


BUBBLES GALORE: Bubbles Galore in- 
vites you to visit its new location at the 





Sandy Beach Island Resort in Barbados. 
Director Robbie Prathapchandra says 
the new facility provides the convenience 
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of co-location with an outstanding resort 
and also opens up many interesting new 
dive areas on the south coast. To give 
divers a chance to join in the thrill of dis- 
covering these new reefs, Bubbles 
Galore is offering special Adventure Dive 
trios. Anew and previously undived area 
is explored on each of these trips. 

Another unique dive available from 
Bubbles Galore is the Atlantis Submarine 
Rendezvous. On this one-of-a-kind dive 
your non-diving family or friends watch 
you underwater while they’re aboard the 
Atlantis sub. 

Bubbles Galore also offers daily dive 


Guaranteed! 
/ Manta Rays— 


/ Eagle Rays 
/ Wall Diving 
/ Cavern Diving 





trios to the reefs and wrecks in the pro- 
tected waters of Barbados. The long 
ridge of coral reef extending along the 
western coast offers great diving be- 
tween 40 and 80 feet. The reefs are 
packed with life, including many Hawk- 
sbill Turtles. Barbados also abounds with 
exciting wrecks, from the French tugboat 
Berwyn in 25 feet of water to the 365 foot 
long freighter Stavronikita, in 130 feet. 
The Stavro is an exciting wreck and 
many dives are required to see it all. 

For more information call Bubbles 
Galore tollfree at (800) 513-5821, (246) 
430-0354, fax (246) 436-8806. = 
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Manta Kay 
Bay Hotel 


“Yap Divers 
Ph: 011-691-350-2300 
Fax: 011-691-350-3841 


011-691-350-4567 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
Visit our home page at 
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YAP, MICRONESIA 
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ISLAND fam. 
DREAMS ™ 





COZUMEL 





att 


FIESTA AMERICANA 
COZUMEL REEF. 































EXPERIENCED DIVER PROGRAM 
New e Intermediate e Advanced e 
and Select Fast Boat Diving 


* Free unlimited shore tanks 

* Free lodging upgrade with daily 
Continental breakfast (space available) 

* Free EDP Slap Strap for every diver 

* Free airport/hotel transfers 


* Free dinner at hotel 
(For stays of 4 nights or more) 


4 night package from $345 
Includes three days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


7 night package from $585 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 

beach tank for your check-out dive. 


ma ; 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www.islandream.com 
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DIVE TAVEUNI 
(Continued from Page 105) 


to explore throughout the Rainbow 
Reef area. Blue Ribbon Eel Reef offers 
a healthy reef teeming with life, especially 
the elusive Blue Ribbon Eel. The dive- 
masters know just where to find them for 
anxious photographers. 

Besides the beautiful soft corals, there 
are prolific stands of hard corals. 
Cabbage Patch is a site where fish of 
every color make their homes in the 
Cabbage Coral. 

The Ledge is home to lionfish that 
seek asylum beneath the bommie over- 
hangs. Yellow Grotto, aptly named for 
its dense yellow soft coral, features prolif- 
ic critters, large and small, who seek pro- 
tection in the grotto. You may occasion- 
ally see pelagic creatures off in the blue, 
but mainly Rainbow Reef is about coral 
bommies, colorful fish and animals that 
contribute to this colorful ecosystem. 

When your day’s dives are memories, 
what else is there to see and do on this 
island? The third largest island in Fiji, 
Taveuni is nicknamed the Garden Isle be- 
cause of its wet climate. The advantage 
to lots of water Is beautiful foliage; you 
can find flowers of every color of the rain- 
bow throughout the island. 






Above: The bures at Dive Taveuni are spa- 
cious, airy and brightly lit. Below: The Lelewai 
Il transports divers to Fiji’s magical reefs. 





Taveuni offers sightseeing and adven- 
ture for everyone. Waterfalls flow from 
the 4,000 foot mountain peaks, providing 
a perfect afternoon hike. Bouma Falls 
consists of three falls that range from a 
gentle 10 minute hike to steeper climbs 
with spectacular lookout points. 

Fijians are some of the friendliest peo- 
ple on earth. They will gladly welcome 
you into their village and share a bilo (half 
a coconut shell) of kava, the local grog. 








Do Cammick can arrange for a visit to 
one of the local villages so you can share 
in the memorable experience of discov- 
ering new friends. 

Come visit Ric and Do at Dive Taveuni. 
They invite you to experience nature in all 
its splendor. This is paradise found— 
both above and below the water! 


FIJI BOUND 


Flights to Fiji are available through 
Air Pacific and Qantas. The nonstop Air 
Pacific flight from Los Angeles to Fiji’s 
International Airport in Nadi takes ap- 
proximately 10 hours. The outer islands 
are reached via either Air Fiji or 
Sunflower Airlines. 





Air Pacific 
(800) 227-4446 
Qantas Airlines 
(800) 227-4500 


Air Fiji 
(800) 677-4277 (U.S.) 


Sunflower Airlines 
(888) DIVE FiJl (U.S.) 


For further information, contact Dive 
Taveuni at 011 (679) 880-441 or fax 011 
(679) 880-466 or write to them c/o Matei 
Post Office, Taveuni, Fiji lslands. = 





SEA FEVER TO Cay SAL BANK: Once 
again Sea Fever Diving Cruises is offering 
seven day live-aboard trips to the remote 
Cay Sal Bank of The Bahamas. Lying just 
north of Cuba, Cay Sal Bank offers spec- 
tacular diving in one of the most remote 
areas of The Bahamas. Unique features 
of the bank include seven ocean blue 
holes, ranging in size from 100 feet to 
one-quarter mile in diameter, with depths 
ranging from 90 feet to in access of 300. 
These formations are not caves but rather 
sinkholes starting in only 25 feet of water. 


Cay Sal also has The Bahamas’ best 
wall diving, with an abundance of marine 
life and unique photo opportunities. 

Sea Fever accommodates 14 guests 
IN double occupancy cabins and features 
E-6 film processing. 

For a unique adventure to the remote 
Cay Sal Bank or other Bahamas destina- 
tions, contact Sea Fever Diving Cruises, 
P.O. Box 21725, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
or call (800) 443-3837, (954) 202-5608 or 
e-mail seafever@seafever.com. The Web 
site Is at htto:/Avww.seafever.com. = 

















Huge Great 


White Caught 
Ott The 
Florida Keys 


BY JOHN GEIGER 
PHOTO BY KEVIN WADLOW 


ne of the largest Great White 

Sharks ever pulled from tropical 
Atlantic waters was caught by a fisher- 
man last January several miles from one 
of the world’s most popular dive soots— 
Molasses Reef off Key Largo. The esti- 
mated 2,500 pound Great White was 
roaming waters four nautical miles from 
Molasses, part of John Pennekamp 
Coral Reef State Park. 





Scientists say this catch does not indi- 
cate Great Whites infest the area, which is 
especially popular with divers and snorkel- 
ers during the winter months. Rather, this 
fish was probably a loner at the southern 
extent of its migratory range. Great Whites 
are known to be coldwater fish. 

The shark drew a crowd of fishermen, 
divers and tourists when It was pulled up 
onto the docks in Key Largo. They may 
have witnessed the end of an era: That 
shark may have been the fishery’s swan 
song. New federal rules limiting shark 


harvesting are expected to be imple- 
mented by summer. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
rules would prohibit commercial and 
recreational anglers from taking Great 
Whites, among five other species, said 
John Kelly of the NMFS. For recreational 
anglers, it will be tag and release only. 

Conservationists who backed the 
measure claim the population of some 
shark species in the Atlantic have de- 
clined by 80 percent in recent years. 

Meanwhile, scientists will examine 
parts of the carcass to learn more about 
this fascinating apex predator. Shark ex- 
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enter 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


— 800-723-4530 


WA 206-441-3483 © FAX 206-441-5431 
SE E-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


www.divetropical.com 


pert Dr. Jose Castro said the 16 foot long 
fish would have tipped the scales at 
2,000 pounds. The exact weight will nev- 
er be known because parts of the fish 
were removed before it could be 
weighed. 

The largest Great White on record with 
the International Game Fish Association 
is 2,664 pounds, taken off South Aus- 
tralia in 1959. Castro said he has heard 
of Atlantic Great Whites weighing up to 
7,000 pounds. 

“But those reports have to be taken 
with a grain of salt because they were not 
verified,” he said. = 
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Is There A Career 
In Diving For You? 


DSN TS Re A Bad: Ae ANA o£ 
Established 1975 


More Instructors choose PRO DIVE® than any other 
PADI Career Development Center in the dive industry. 


Over 2200 PADI Instructors trained 
and employed worldwide! 
Awarded as PADI's first 


Career Development Center 


Call today Toll Free 1-800-772-3483 
for your PADI Career Training Catalog and video. 
In Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915 
http://www.pro-dive.com = email: prodive@icanect.net 


Rebreather 
Training 
Student Financing 
available! 


Recipient of the 
" PADI Outstanding 
Achievement Award" 
for valuable contributions to 
PADI Instructor Development. 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Blivd., Bahia Mar Yachting Resort, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 





Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 
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Career Development Center ia 


INCLUDE Meals & Reon cn a 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available Back Guarantee 


Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 561-562-8338 


416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 = -_ 
laale || Pee(=1-) elel-fehyCa-lremete]an 
Web page: http://www.vero.com/deepé6ease FAX 561-562-3028 
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SSI’s New C-carp: Show how experi- 
enced you've become and be recog- 
nized for your accomplishments every 
time you show your certification card. 
The new SSI C-card documents the year 
a diver started and how many dives 
he/she has logged, providing the recog- 
nition a diver wants. And, it looks great! 

SSI’s new C-card is made of durable 
plastic and looks unique. The front side 
pictures the diver’s rating in full color, 
with the world in the background. The re- 
verse side resembles a four color credit 
card with a photograph of the diver in the 
upper left hand corner. Directly below the 
diver’s photo is the number of logged 
dives, which prominently displays the 
owner’s experience. Set off at the center 
of the card is a hot-looking “diving since” 
emblem, showing at a glance how long 
you have been diving. 

If you want to show how experienced 
you've become, regardless of what C- 
card you now hold, call SSI Headquarters 
at (800) 892-2702 to locate an SSI autho- 
rized dealer near you. Send e-mail to ad 
min@ssiusa.com or visit the Web site at 
http://www.ssiusa.com. SSI has been 
certifying confident divers since 1970 and 
has a worldwide network of more than 
1,300 authorized dealers in 79 countries 
and territories, = 





Be responsible, 
leave gas mixing 
to the experts. 
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EXPERIENCE THE ADVENTURE TOURS, INC., HOTELS 
brings you the Belize Extravaganza. The Belize Extravaganza ' 
will be running throughout the month of October. The BANYAN ety acon t am CLUB 


theme of each week has been selected to suit not only 
those looking f f th test diving in th Id, D, 

but also for ee GAHGiCCENeests: Bs tes 8D ays / 7Ni gh ts PAR fis a eho AND 
OCTOBER 4-11 UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY WEEK! 5 Days-2 Tank Dives BELIZE TOURIST BOARD © ADVENTURE WATERSPORTS 


The first week will feature FREE seminars on All Transfers & Taxes * AMIGOS DEL MAR @ BOTTOM TIME DIVERS DIVE ALERT 
underwater photography. G Ls y he) © DEEP BLUE THREADS ¢ MAYA AIRWAYS © REEF DIVERS 


e REEF KEEPER INTERNATIONAL 
OCTOBER 11-18 FAMILY WEEK! waite 


Pre-planned activities designed to stimulate interest deny apaaghinet euler Teak one: 
in Marine life, will keep your children entertained © ERO TUSK « UERICE SEMPRE HICANNS 
throughout the day. Non-divers will also have a variety WATERPROOF DIVING COLLECTION 

of activities to participate in. Spend quality time with 
your family without ignoring life’s priority—diving! 


OCTOBER 18-25 SPECIALTY DIVING! 


This week has been designed for you specialty AN Vi7 
divers! ( Advanced Courses Available) — 







































TACA offers non-stop daily 
service to Belize from Miami, 
New Orleans and Houston, 
with convenient connections 
from Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Fly ona 




























eee To 





OCTOBER 25-NOVEMBER |! ENVIRONMENTAL WEEK! experigncetizadventure modern fleet of 
Environmental specialists will conduct Se “s Boeing 767's 
# and 737’'s and 








reef monitoring efforts during this week 


Call Today = Limited Space 
combined with the opportunity to EXPERIENCE THE ADVENTURE TOURS Trace 


MWITERTIATIONAL 


participate in the monitoring. [ R O O 8 1 5 ; 5 O 1 9] AIRLINES 


© AD/SD 1997 







experience our 

world class, 
complimentary 
on-board service. 
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CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 
BONAIRE N.A. 


HABITAT IS DIVING - first and foremost. Incredible 24-hour shore diving 
is just 90 feet from Habitat’s pier. Our world-class reefs are lush, alive 
and thriving with sea life and our boats are uncrowded. Habitat is 
praised as a divers paradise by novices and experienced divers alike. 
Accommodations include your choice of oceanfront villas, rooms, 
junior suites and cottages. Overlooking our reefs, you'll relax and 

enjoy our oceanfront restaurant, bar, pool and beach. 


HABITAT CURACAO 
idiisieaseetuanin ie wanes 


9661 GV/GS O 


Located on the Southwest coast of Curacao, just minutes away from the 
best diving sites on the island, Habitat Curacao offers 56 oceanfront 
deluxe junior suites with kitchens, a multi-terraced restaurant and bar, 
swimming pool and free town shuttle. The dive operation is a PADI 
training and instructor development center offering boat and beach 
dives daily and 24-hour unlimited shore diving. 


600-327-6709 


http.//www. interknowledge.com/bonaire/habitat 
Ask about our group programs and special air fares from most cities. 
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Something Special in the Air° 


GETS YOU SOMETHING SPECIAL IN 


SE ._ 
Ki Y WesT! 
Dive with "Mens Divers and earn up to 
A quent Flyer Miles! 


s on the ational Marine Sanctuary. 
Southpoint’s custom Jet Boats speed you to the finest wrecks and reefs every 
morning. The afternoons and nights are on us using our Exclusive $700 Value 

Key West Coupon Book. 


Why Fly & Dive with anyone else? 
Call us now at 1-800-891-DIVE 


(305) 292-9778 © Fax (305) 296-6888 
email: southpoint@aol.com 





American Airlines, AAdvantage and Something Special in the air are registered trademarks of American Airlines, Inc. American 
Airlines reserves the right to change AAdvantage program rules, regulations, travel awards and special offers at any time without 
notice, and to end the AAdvantage program with six months notice. ©SD/AD 1997 


| | me, CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 


New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. | 
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frontier, Horthern  /au, Fiji 


'|Lomaloma Crystal Divers 








Call: Great Destinations 


800-741-2178 
e-mail: scuba @ skindiver.com 
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Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 345/948-1111 











Drysuits at BEST PRICES 


Custom Built Neoprene/Compressed Neoprene/Tri- 
Laminate Dry Suits 


Ever-Dry Drysuits 
2 1(808) 9232696 FAX 1(808)9241034 


Call or visit our website for a catalog 








Don't Let Your 
Gear be a 
Drag... 





Plus Shipping 
& Handling 








LOS ROQUES 
(Continued from Page 68) 


While the Antares /// has a nice sized 
dive platform, almost all diving is done 
from the vessel’s two 18 foot peneros, 
locally designed skiffs. The Antares I// 
works in a mothership fashion, using 
smaller boats to deploy divers on sites 
because the marine park prohibits an- 
choring near any reef systems. Travel 
time to and from each dive site is seldom 
more than ten minutes. 


TRIPS TO THE INTERIOR 

Close in size to both the States of 
Texas and Louisiana combined, the 
Venezuela countryside features semi-dry 
savannah (grassland-type plains) criss- 
crossed by large rivers and dense jungle 
covered mountains with majestic water- 
falls that cascade from remarkable eleva- 
tions. The most visual is Angel Falls, the 
highest waterfall in the world, plummet- 
ing from the top of Auyantepuy, with an 
elevation of 7,874 feet. 

A three to four day side trip to the 
Southern Guayana region, south of the 
Orinoco River, is well worth the time. This 
immense stretch of Venezuela’s south- 
eastern territory is a significant portion of 
South America’s Amazonian makeup. It 
is home to myriad plants and animals, 
some of which are found nowhere else 
on earth. Preserving a large part of this 
incredible ecosystem is the Canaima 
National Park. Founded in 1962 by the 
Venezuelan government, Canaima is one 
of the largest in the world, covering some 
three million hectares of wilderness. 
Inside the park are lodging facilities pro- 
viding river excursions, Such as Camp 
Ucaima, Kavac and Arekuna. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 


Airlines servicing Venezuela from Miami 
to Caracas (just three hours) include 
American, United, Lan Chile, Servivensa and 
VIASA. A short, 40 minute commuter flight 


via one of LTA Airlines’ fleet will transfer you 
to Gran Roque. There, guests are met by 
LTA representatives at the airport and trans- 
ported to either the Antares //i or a posada 
on Gran Roque. In addition to the Antares III, 
LTA operates a fleet of four, 55 foot catama- 
rans for day sail/snorkel trips in Los Roques. 





Started some 50 years ago by Dutch 


adventurer, Jungle Rudy, Ucaima sits 
amidst the forest above Hacha and Sapo 
Falls on the Carrao River. This family 
owned and operated facility is best 
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known for up-river excursions to the 
base of Angel Falls. This trek takes a little 
more than one-half day to complete, with 
a three to four hour return to camp. 

A second region worth looking into is 
the Orinoco Delta, where the mighty 
Orinoco River (Second largest in South 
America) forms a massive system of trib- 
utaries and wetland jungles full of 
wildlife. LTA provides its own brand of 
excursions into both the inner and outer 
Delta regions. = 





THE 1997 SSI PRODUCT CATALOG: 
Printed in four colors with a 16 page for- 
mat, the new SSI Product Catalog pre- 
sents SSl’s full line of programs and prod- 
ucts from the student Open Water Diver 
level to Instructor Certifier, plus includes 
SSI’s award winning DiveLog system. 

SSI’s Total Teaching System, which 
benefits divers by using manuals, study 
guides, videos and more, is evidenced 
throughout the catalog. 

If you've been wanting to dive in and 
leave the surface world behind or have al- 
ready received certification and would like 
to continue your training and be prepared 
for a wide variety of conditions and situa- 
tions, call SSI at (800) 892-2702 and re- 
quest your free copy of the SSI Product 
Catalog. To find an SS! dealer near you or 
wherever you may be traveling world- 
wide, contact SSI Headquarters at the 
above number or e-mail to admin@ 
ssiusa.com. Also, look for SSI’s new Web 
site at http://www.ssiusa.com on the 
Internet. = 


ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES AT SCUBA- 
PRO: Several organizational changes have 
been made at Scubapro USA. Regina 
Franklin assumes the position of market- 
ing manager and will be responsible for 
the company’s overall marketing direc- 
tion. Tom Ingram will continue as SEA 
manager and will assume additional re- 
sponsibilities as product manager, with 
primary responsibility for current product 
management. Guy Miller assumes the po- 
sition of national sales manager, with re- 
sponsibility for the direction of Scubapro’s 
sales force for the U.S. and Canada. 

The business unit manager position, 
formerly held by Robert Stoss, has been 
eliminated. During his more than ten 
years with Scubapro, Robert was re- 
sponsible for significant growth in both 
the German and U.S. markets. 

For more information on Scubapro or 
the name of the dealer nearest you, con- 
tact the company at 1326 Willow Road, 
Sturtevant, WI 53177; (414) 884-1500; 
fax (414) 884-1600. = 
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One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with our 
PADI/SSI/NAU! facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 


PO. Box 7000 Soutriere, St Lucia, West Indies 
Telephone: 758-459-7000 Fax: 758-459-7700 


Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent 
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The 5-Star Dive Center 
with the Personal Touch 


call toll free 
800-650-2084 
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Tortola, 


British Virgin Islands 
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Talk about relaxed 
convenience: Pool 

sessions are conducted 
in a 25 by 50 foot pool 

right off the EASE 
living room. 


Te 


ooking for something different in a scuba instruction career development center? 

How about an IDC training facility that provides its candidates with the training 
needed to become a PADI instructor as well as providing room and board in a home- 
spun setting? Offering this type of arrangement, in conjunction with its course pro- 
gram, is the Eastern Academy of Scuba Education (EASE). 

Haven’t yet heard of it? This relatively young IDC/CDC facility was established just 
four years ago, in early 1992. It is an offshoot of the Deep Six family of Florida East 
Coast Dive and Watersports Centers (from Melbourne to Stuart, Florida), which have 
provided dive equipment 
and services, including in- 
struction, since 1979. In the 
heart of Vero Beach, Florida, 
five minutes from its parent 
Deep Six watersports retail 
facility, EASE’s Instructor 
Development Center Is like 
no other. 

Nestled in the middle of a 
secluded, three acre tract of 
oak hummock woodlands, 
the EASE campus resembles 
a combination bed and 
breakfast inn and summer ns — SEARESS: 
camp. Working from acon- Course director Dianne Delashaw reviews Medic First Aid 
verted three bedroom, family _ skills with students in the dedicated EASE classroom. 
sized home, the facility fea- 
tures a large, dedicated classroom equipped with all the current audio, video and conven- 
tional PADI teaching materials. Complimentary housing, provided for up to 10 IDC candi- 
dates, is comprised of a series of bunkbeds in each of the three spacious bedrooms. 

In addition to conducting courses, an EASE staff member prepares home cooked 
meals (no fast food takeout here) each evening. Candidates fix their own breakfasts 
and lunches from a pantry stocked with favorite food items. With a washer and dry- 
er at their disposal, taking care of laundry is easy. The grounds also feature a 25 by 
50 foot pool right off the living room. 











HIGHLY PERSONALIZED 
The concept behind the EASE campus 
originated from the Hammett family’s un- 
derstanding that becoming a scuba in- 
structor can be a big step, both financially 
and psychologically. Typically, the dura- 
tion of an IDC (for candidates already 
holding a divemaster rating) from start to 
graduation, including the Instructor 
Evaluation Course, can be up to ten days. 
The actual instruction/training is just part 
of your financial obligation. Often over- 
looked are the logistics for habitation, din- 
ing and even transportation, factors that 

can add substantially to the overall cost. 
Besides removing financial stress, the 
closeness created by the EASE facility 
sets an atmosphere conducive for great 
camaraderie. Additionally, the advantage 
of having most of the course teaching 
aids and materials, classroom, pool, etc., 
close at hand, makes it easy for students 

to practice anything they feel necessary. 
In fact, the only reason IDC students 
need to leave the EASE grounds is to 
fulfill the ocean and dive boat training 
requirements in West Palm Beach, a 75 
minute drive from Vero Beach. The usu- 
al boat for these field trips is Giant 
Stride, operated by Capt. Jay Mauney, 





Dianne Delashaw conducts a dive tables 
course at EASE. Small class sizes and a per- 
sonalized atmosphere create an excellent 
learning environment. 


who also serves as one of EASE’s 
backup course directors. 

In addition to the large pool and West 
Palm Beach dives, alake across the 
street from the EASE campus also pro- 
vides an effective site for some in-water 
training. The lake is also convenient for 
accumulating additional dive hours or skill 
improvement, practicing anything from 
basic open water training to navigation or 
search and recovery techniques and the 
IEC exam that follows the IDC program. 

EASE is not limited to IDC. It also pro- 
vides everything from advanced or res- 
cue, to medic first aid and divemaster 
training, with the same arrangements, 
which can be a big help if the goal is to 
achieve an instructor rating. For already 
established PADI instructors, EASE pro- 
vides additional training/certification for 
medic first aid and DAN oxygen instruc- 
tor (which allows students to obtain PA- 


Dl's oxygen provider specialty instructor 
rating). Job placement is also a part of 
the services offered by EASE. Stephanie 
Tillman helps students with this part of 
their career planning as well as resumes 
and curricula vitae. 

In the short time since EASE opened 
its doors, it has been awarded PADI’s 
Five Star rating as a full service Instructor 
Development Center and been certified 
and licensed by the State of Florida 
Board of Independent Post Secondary 
Vocational, Technical, Trade and Busi- 
ness Schools. This means everything in 
PADI’s training programs, from begin- 


ning level scuba instruction to IDC in- 
structor ratings is identified as vocation- 
al/technical training for career purposes. 
When it comes to finding a center for 
continuing scuba education, it’s nice to 
find a place such as the EASE facility, 
where the term “highly personalized” re- 
ally means something. To reach EASE 
for more information, call (800) 732- 
9685; outside the U.S. call (561) 562- 
8338 or write to Eastern Academy of 
Scuba Education, 416 Miracle Mile 
Plaza, Vero Beach, FL 32960. You can 
also write to the e-mail address at 
deep6ease@vero. com. = 





Package in Grand Cayman With... 


red sail sports. 





yatt Regency Resort 
Westin Casuarina Resort 
Villas Of The Galleon Condos 





By FROM ONLY $435.00 FOR A 3 NIGHT STAY! Jim 





~ Daily 2-lank Dives 
Daily PM or Night Dives 
Unlimited Shore Diving 





~ Per Person Double Occupancy. Valid Sept.1-Dec.15, 1997. 





INCLUDING! 


The 1 Bid TAIT Passport 
Packed With Uiscounts & Ulcers 


Restaurants Specials, Free Drinks, Theme Nights 
Watersports Discounts - Beach Toys, Catamaran Cruises 


AND MUCH MORE!!! 





Great Airfare Rates With.. 


AmericanAirlin 





Something special in the air 


CALL 


oP oe oe 


688-889-4231 


gry pa 


circle #37 on Reader Service Card 
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Fantasy Island 


ROATAN’S LUXURIOUS, BI-COAS TAL DIVE RESORT 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY -RIGK-FREHSEE 


he island of Roatan possesses a unique geography: more 

than 30 miles long (including three mile long Helene, which 
is actually an extension of Roatan separated only by a narrow 
canal) and only one to three miles wide, it gives the impression 
of being tiny and large at the same time. Drive its length and it 
will take you more than an hour. But, during that sojourn, you 
will find several areas along the spine of the island where you 
can easily see both coasts simultaneously. 

That is exactly the aerial view of Fantasy Island, easily 
Roatan’s most comfortable and luxurious dedicated dive resort. 
There is a reef immediately in front of the resort, an extensive 
beach that borders the oceanside and then the resort itself, nes- 
tled in palms and greenery. Behind the resort rises the main is- 
land with its spine of verdant hills; in the background, less than a 
mile away, is Roatan’s north coast. In that single view are the 
three assets that make Fantasy Island Beach Resort, Dive and 
Marina, one of the most unique dive retreats in the Caribbean: 

(Continued on Page 152, 


<< 
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Top left: A diver cruises past a large Pillar Coral and seafan in clear 
waters. Top: An octopus greets a diver during a night shore dive. Above: 
An aerial view of Fantasy Island Resort, with both Roatan coasts visible. 
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In October, the Diving World is Coming Together... - 





Sponsors: 
Consumer Days: Saturday, 4 October and Sunday, 5 October 
; TOURISM¥a 
a a Don’t miss the Industry Dinner on 2 October. RR 
4 WIAD SRE TS aes eg oo ee Ae : 
Industry 
Trade: i malaysia 
Don’t miss the Hla 
Industry MAG 
Conference and 
sportdivi 
Dinner on SE 
2 October. 
GB 
Visit with 
industry leaders 
and attend skin diver 
seminars on 3, 4 
and 5 October. Supporting 
Sponsors 









PACIFIC 

DEMA ASIA 9 } “Our distributors are glad to be bere and excited about 
DEMA being in Asta.” Official Chinese Publication 
is the trade and consumer exposition that brings the Spon DiveRs JOURNAL 


—WMary Murphy, Oceanic, USA 


A Majapime Fon The Dierne Whe Lene the Oe 


diving world together. If you’ve heard about the incredi- 
ble DEMA ASIA ‘96, then you already know that this is 
the premier dive industry event attracting more than 


“This is a great show. More customers than we anticipated. 
DEMA bas made a large impact in the region.” 







2,000 dive industry leaders. —Hike Hiasa, Scubapro Asia MAZE 
The conference, the exhibits, the seminars. This is your chance to not only glimpse the [NewStraitsTimes| 


future of diving, but to have a hand in creating it. Manufacturers and retailers along with professional 
and recreational divers join forces to promote our industry’s growth and success. 


If you’re a diving activist, you can’t miss it. Join the diving community as we educate 
the world about environmental preservation and safe diving. 


If you’re in the business of selling or buying diving products or services, 
we'll see you here. You’ll find new resources for business, merchandising, manufacturing and 
travel. See and learn about tomorrow’s innovations and technology. 


Don’t delay, reserve your space at the Expo today! 


TEAS ALE PEE aI ARE RE P_EMAIL TE 











The Diving Equipment & Travel Exposition 


Presented by the q i 

en For more information contact: fee 
Epic Enterprises/PGl, TEL: 1.619.294.2999 > October 1997 - Gontorace oo 
Show Management FAX: 1.619.294.6699 235 October 1997 - Exhibition 4 


8989 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 160 WEB: www.dema.org 
San Diego, CA 92108 USA E-MAIL: demaasia@epicshows.com 


Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia oe 
Putra World Trade Centre 
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UNDERWATER PHOTO EQUIPMENT 


ca N90 


NIKON'S PROFESSIONAL UNDERWATER 
HOUSING FOR THE HIGH TECH N90 
AND N90S CAMERAS 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


‘hen the carton arrived from Nikon 
containing the new Aquatica N90 
housing, | was delighted. Having used 
Aquatica metal housings for the past 12 
years, | was well acquainted with their 
fine workmanship and rugged durabili- 
ty. Aquatica housings and Nikon cam- 
eras have served me well for more than 
a decade and helped me produce 
many exceptional underwater photos. 
Yet, when | opened the carton and 
surveyed this gleaming new housing, | 
was floored! Here was the same rugged 
durability and fine craftsmanship but 30 
percent more compact than the previ- 
ous model. The subtle hand of Nikon 
thinking was evident at every turn of a 
Knob, lever or button. 
The Aquatica 90 is designed to ac- 
commodate Nikon's hottest selling cam- 
era line, including the N9Os (current ver- 
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sion), N9O (older version), F9QOX and F90 
(overseas versions). All four versions are 
the identical configuration and fit perfect- 
ly into the same housing. 

The two part metal housing is sealed 
with an O-ring and two spring-loaded 
latches. The latches have a locking tab to 
prevent accidental opening. Two stain- 
less steel guide pins ensure proper align- 
ment of the two mating housing surfaces. 

The camera mounts on a raised plat- 
form in the front half of the housing, al- 
lowing easy film reloading without dis- 
turbing any internal gears or control set- 
tings. Autofocus and shutter speed re- 
lease are activated electronically through 
a reed switch that connects directly to 
the camera's internal electronics. 

The housing is delivered with a stan- 
dard set of eight external controls; six ro- 
tating knobs and two levers. With these 


controls you can acti- 
vate all of the cam- 
era’s major features, 
including autofo- 
cus, shutter re- 
lease, manual fo- 
Cus, Manual aper- 
ture control, power 
on/off switch, mode se- 
lector, command input 
control dial, focus 
mode selector and 
so on. All of the ex- 
ternal controls are 
cleverly positioned 
so they can be ma- 


nipulated = easily 
while holding the 
handgrips. 


One of the most 
impressive innovations 

of the new Aquatica 90 

housing is the bayonet 

mount ports. Much like 

the Nikonos V and Nikonos 

RS, the new housing features 

lens ports that simply slip into 

the housing and rotate one-quarter 

turn clockwise to lock. This new system 

eliminates any possibility of cross 

threading or accidental leakage from not 

fully screwing down the port. A gentle 

push inward seats the O-ring for a posi- 
tive seal. 

Nikon offers four basic ports: a six inch 
acrylic Wide Angle Dome Port; an eight 
inch acrylic Wide Angle Dome Port; an 
acrylic Flat Macro Port; and a glass Flat 
Macro Port. These basic ports are sup- 
plemented by five different extension 
rings that provide a wide range of 
lens/port configurations, ranging from a 
200mm macro lens to 16mm fisheye. 

Eight different sets of lens gears are 
available for manual control of lens focus 
and aperture. They are matched with the 
specific diameter of the gear in use and 
slip on easily. An O-ring mounted on the 
internal wall of the gear provides positive 
grip to eliminate gear slippage. 

The Aquatica 90 is fitted with a 
Nikonos V type TTL flash connector that 
allows use of any Nikonos strobe: SB 
105, SB.104, SB 103 and SB 102. 
Inside the housing, the flash connector is 
wired to a hot shoe that mounts on the 
top of the camera. Externally, the 
Aquatica 90 housing is fitted with a num- 
ber of standard threaded screw mounts 
that allow easy adaptation of flash arms, 
external lignt meter, focusing light or oth- 
er accessories. 

The Aquatica 90 is, in reality, three dif- 
ferent underwater housings, each specif- 
ically designed for the photographer’s 
personal skills and needs. This techno- 
logical innovation sets the Aquatica 90 
apart from all the rest. Nikon has 
achieved this diversity by producing 








three different housing inserts that are 
virtually interchangeable. 

The Standard Housing (#1801 1) fea- 
tures a plain back, which makes it the 
most compact of the three. It allows all of 
the basic control functions of the cam- 
era, including a small window for viewing 
the LCD on the top of the camera. A 
small pushbutton on the housing back il- 
luminates the LCD for use in caves, 
wrecks or on night dives. This version 
has a suggested retail price of $2,002. 

The Mechanical Housing (#18001) fea- 
tures a large rear window and six push- 
buttons for manually operating Nikon’s 
MF-26 Multi-Control camera back. This 
accessory provides a wide array of ex- 
tended functions, including auto bracket- 
ing, auto flash bracketing, multiple expo- 
sures and so on. This version has a sug- 
gested retail price of $2,078. 

The Electronic Housing (#18021) fea- 
tures a computerized back complete 
with its own LCD data window. The 
computer offers a wide selection of ex- 
panded camera functions controlled 
electronically. A series of four pushbut- 
tons on the housing back provide on/off 
switching, mode selection and function 
selection. The computer has three differ- 
ent modes. The first mode offers a Sse- 
lection of 15 different camera functions, 
while the other two can be customized 
to store and repeat any set of combina- 
tions you program into the computer. 
The computer can be used in conjunc- 
tion with the camera’s standard back or 
MF-26 Multi-Control back. And, to make 
this computer user friendly, it can be 
programmed to display in a variety of dif- 
ferent languages, including English, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Spanish or Swedish. The entire comput- 
er back is powered by two 1.5 volt AA al- 
kaline batteries. This version has a sug- 
gested retail price of $2,808. 

Aquatica 90 housings are available at 
select dive stores and photo dealers. For 
the location of the dealer closest to you, 
call (800) NIKON-US. = 
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THE 1997 NikONOS SHOOTOUTS: One 
of the three 1997 Nikonos Shootouts has 
been held, but there’s still time to partici- 
pate in the last two: 

Key Largo 

August 8 to 17 

Curacao 

September 13 to 20 


For more information or reservations, 
call WaterHouse Photo Tours at (800) 
212-9122, (805) 451-2228, fax (805) 451- 
5147. You can also send e-mail to photo- 
tours@aol.com. = 





SUNKEN SCARLET IBIS OFFERS NEW AR- 
TIFICIAL REEF IN TOBAGO: [he Scarlet Ibis, 
a 350 foot ship that ferried passengers 
and cargo between Trinidad and To- 
bago, has been intentionally sunk in 100 
feet of water. It forms the foundation for 
an artificial reef near Mount Irvine Beach 
Resort on Tobago’s southwestern 
coast. The historic event occurred 
through the efforts of Tourism and In- 
dustrial Develooment Company (TIDCO), 
Ltd. and the Tobago Dive Operators 
Association in association with the 
Coastal Diving Services. 

The Scarlet Ibis, re-named Maverick, 


Dive with Parrots Landing, Grand 
Cayman’s most elite dive facility, and 
you can select between 25 Hotels 
and Condominiums all along 
the 7-Mile Beach area. 


Choose from 7 boats to take you 
to Cayman's magnificent dive sites 
including the North, South & West 

Walls and Stingray City. 


Parrots Landing even offers 
an all-day “3-Tank” boat trip for 
advanced divers who use computers. 


All regular dive packages include free 
tanks for shore diving and a Sunset Sail 
aboard our 60’ Catamaran. Ask about jay 
CAYMAN TO THEMAX, our unlimited [ide 
boat diving offer for the Fall. | 
So give us a call and take your pick! 


GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM $321 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS $331 


AMBASSADORS $303 $499 


TREASUREISLAND 3368 


Prices are based on double occupancy & inc 
orrival and day of departure. Unlimite 


| a 


settled on a sandy flat and divers have re- 
ported seeing coral polyps on the hull 
and schools of six foot Codfish. 

TIDCO (and up to 30 marine related 
groups and individuals) had been work- 
ing on the project for the past eight 
months, underscoring the magnitude 
and importance of the exercise. The ship 
had to be cleaned and prepared for in- 
spection and approved for sinking by the 
Director Lieutenant Commander of 
Maritime Services Division. 

For more information on travel and div- 
ing in Tobago, contact TIDCO at (888) 
595-4TNT or (800) 595-1 TNT. = 


4\/7:1\ ore) \}bLe}. 
3Nts SNts 7 Nts 

$524 $728 
$534 $741 
$541 $75] 
BEACHCOMBER $350 $573 $795 
LACOVIA $369 $605 $840 


TARQUYNN MANOR $326 


Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of 


arrival and day of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


7 Nts 
$654 
$68/ 
$815 
$838 
$728. $1013 


5 Nts 


Nt 
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SEAVIEW 5289 


$586 
$603 


SLEEPINN $358 


RADISSON S443 
WESTIN $473 9778 $1083 


INDIES SUITES 5471 5 $1079 


tude 0 two tank boot dive everyday except day of 
d shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


WEST WALLS 

SOUTH WALLS 

NORTH WALLS 
STINGRAY CITY 
COMPUTER DIVING 
PRIVATE CHARTERS 
SAIL/SNORKEL TRIPS 


45° “AMAZON 

34° “MACAW” 

34” “AFRICAN GREY” 
34° “CONURE” 

34° “TOUCAN” 

34’ “LORIKEET” 

34’ “THE COCKATOO” 


ee) ithe 


3Nights S5Nights 7 Nights 


$634 $882 
RC Cayman’s ONLY choice for the dedicated diver 


OUR 
| FAVORITE $387 
PE 


1-800-448-0428 


P.O. Box 1995, G.T., Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 
DIRECT: 345-949-8903 FAX: 345-949-0294 


© AD/SD 1997 


circle #116 on Reader Service Card 


e-mail: splash@parrotslanding.com 


http://www.parrotsianding.com 
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VE TRAINING 


SSI’s Enriched Air Nitrox Course 


ADDED BENEFITS, INCREASED RESPONSIBILITY 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


he use of nitrox in everyday recreational diving is skyrocket- personally check the oxygen content of each and every tank. 
ing. Just look through the pages of SKIN DIVER for the previ- |The manual covers the use of the specialized tools for this task 
ous six to eight months. You will see live-aboard after live-aboard and the safety procedures required of both the dive shop and 
and dive shop after dive shop advertising nitrox availability. There — the diver. 
is agood reason for this. If used correctly and safely, nitrox can in- The essence of nitrox is the ratio of oxygen to nitrogen. The 
crease your bottom time two most popular mixtures are EAN 32 (82 percent 
when compared to nor- SS enter eo » oxygen) and EAN 36 (36 percent oxygen), also 


mal air. It reduces the in- — 9 ~ known as nitrox | and nitrox Il. (The air we breathe 
troduction of nitrogen to =aBDivearn contains approximately 21 percent oxygen.) But, 
your system, allowing you 


. nitrox fills can vary from between 22 and 40 per- 
to make longer multiple ENRICHED AIR 


_ cent oxygen and each percentage level has specif- 
dives, as you would on a | 
live-aboard or a dive holi- NJ i f RQ x< 




























re 


_ ic time and depth limits. A specialized set of dive 

__ tables is included with the SSI course; their use is 
day. When used with air _ similar to that of regular tables. 
tables, nitrox may reduce ___ Chapter four goes over the real skill of nitrox div- 
your chances of getting __ ing: use of these special nitrox tables in prepara- 
bent. But, there is a defi- __ tion for the dive. Here, comprehensive instructions 
nite bottom limit to every : in the use of the 
nitrox mixture, a hard Equivalent Depth/CNS 
deck as it were. Going be- “Clock” Exposure 
low this limit can result in . Time Table and the 
oxygen toxicity, even with Combined Air/ EANx 
only a 10 foot margin of dive tables are given. 
error. To help you better There are some de- 
understand the complexi- tailed specifics that are 
ties and benefits of this too much for the scope 
type of diving, SSI (Scuba of this review but the 
Schools International) manual explains each 
now offers a simple to un- step clearly and concise- 
derstand, yet compre- ly and, with a little 
hensive recreational nitrox practice, their use 
certification specialty 
course. 


. should become 
Using nitrox requires 





ER ce OEE 
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second nature. 
Diving on nitrox 


special training, pre- - . <i | Hem, ay wins a Owe iB has many benefits. 
paration and pre- aust ee Ee ENG e\ eee hee Oe: But, just as in life, 
dive planning. The os ae Sie Se Se re oe — =e eee | with privilege comes 


first element of the 
SSI course is the 
manual. The easy to 
read text covers each 
component step by 
step and reinforces 
each lesson with review 
questions at the end of 
each chapter. The first 
chapter gives an overview 
of nitrox, its misperceptions, Air Nitrox course manual 
benefits and limitations. Chapter two delves into the physics “ ~ and tables (along with 
and physiology of diving on nitrox, including depth limitations, the classroom and open 
oxygen toxicity and the concept of partial pressure of oxygenas water instruction) offer complete and thorough training in this very 
the determining factor of nitrox depth and time limitations. | worthwhile and advantageous specialty skill. 

Chapter three presents an overview of equipment considera- For more information on an SSI training facility near you, con- 
tions for diving with enriched air. This includes cylinder markings tact SSI at 2619 Canton Court, Fort Collins, Colorado 80525- 
and the need to analyze every tank of nitrox before you dive with 4498; (970) 482-0883, fax (970) 482-6157 or visit the Web site 
it. Unlike regular airfills, nitrox mixtures vary, requiring divers to at http://www.ssiusa.com. = 


added responsibility. 
| would suggest nitrox 

training for divers with 

better than average 
basic skills, including 
excellent buoyancy 
control, and a good 
_ many dives logged un- 
der a variety of condi- 
tions. The SSI Enriched 


CF crete 
rer 






ail SSI’s Enriched Air Nitrox 
manual, special nitrox 
dive tables and tank label. 
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ON OUR UNLIMITED 
DIVE PACKAGE 


Experience Paradise 
tyithout Koundarices... 


t Foroes Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are treated to 

a world of space and choices beyond compare. All wrapped 
in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself knows no bounds. 
Our full service dive operation will cater to your every need...there are no 
time tables or schedules. You decide 
when and we'll take you to over thirty = KH 
yee Class dive we nearoy our spectac- M A G AZ I NE‘ S 
ular island located in the Northern Group FIJI ISLAND 
of the Fiji Islands. Ifyoudon'twanttodve, ———— 
you can fish, windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
Your accommodations, a private bure, is located on the beach and features 
all the modern comforts and conveniences you will need. Our staff will 
prepare your meals, make up your bure and cater to your special requests. 


Fiji Forbes Lancate 


: In a Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 1-800-FORBES-5 
experience paradise without a limitation in sight! Outside U.S. Phone (719) 379-3263 or fax (719) 379-3266 


Address: P.O. Box 149, Ft. Garland, CO 81133 





© SD/AD 1996 
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WDIVE EQUIPMENT 
BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 


http://www.browniedive.com/dive 
e-mail: brownie@netrunner.net 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
www.centralskindivers.com 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 


DEEP-SIX UNDERWATER 
SYSTEMS, INC. 
http://members.aol.com/dsusdive 
e-mail: dsusdive@aol.com 


DIVE RITE 
http://www.dive-rite.com/ 
e-mail: diverite1 @aol.com 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www.DiversDiscount.com 
e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 


www.ever-dry.com/dry 
All styles of Custom Built Drysuits 
at Great Prices 


FISHER RESEARCH LABORATORY 
Underwater Metal Detectors 
http://www.treasurenet.com/treasure/ 
fisher/ 


FUJI ULTRASONIC 
ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 
http://www.orange.or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
e-mail: fuji-us@orange.or.jp 


JWA/SCUBAPRO 
http://www.jwa.com 


DIVE-ALERT BY IDEATIONS 
http://www.aquaholic.com/divealert 
e-mail: divealert@juno.com 


MR. DIVER INC. 
http://www.mrdiver.com 
e-mail: mrdiverinc@worldnet.att.net 


OCEANIC 


http://www.oceanicusa.com 


SCUBA DEPOT CATALOG SALES 
http://www.scubacatalog.com 
e-mail: SDComments@aol.com 


U.S. DIVERS 
http://www.usdivers.com 
e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 


WEDUCATION 


MARINE LIFE LEARNING CENTER 
http://www.fishid.com 


ODYSSEY EXPEDITIONS TROPICAL 
MARINE BIOLOGY VOYAGES 
http://www.odyssey.ycg.org 

e-mail: odyssey @usa.net 


WINTERAET SERVICES 
HR CONSULTING 


http://www.halsdiveguide.com 
e-mail: hal@halsdiveguide.com 
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TWOFIN, INC 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin 
e-mail: twofin@aol.com 


WLIVE-ABOARD TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
http://www.mikeball.com 
e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 


NAI’A CRUISES FIJI 
http://www.naia.com. fj 
e-mail: naia@is.com.fj 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton 
e-mail: nekton@gate.net 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


REEF EXPLORER EXOTIC 
DIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~reefies 
e-mail: reefies@ozemail.com.au 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 
e-mail: seafever@safari.net 


TROPICAL DIVE ENTERPRISES 
http://www.MatPrincess.com.html 
e-mail: MatagiPrincess@juno.com 


WPHOTO EQUIPMENT 


HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
e-mail: helixuw@aol.com 


RON’S MARKET LTD./UW VIDEO 
e-mail: ronsmkt@aol.com 


WPHOTO SERVICES 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO 
CENTER AND GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


DIVING AND ARTISTIC MONSTER 
U/W PHOTOS 
http://www.art-dive-pict.com 

e-mail: art-dive-pict@tic.ch 


OCEANS BOOKSTORE & GALLERY 


http://www.primenet.com/~oceans/ 
e-mail: oceans@primenet.com 


YPUBLISHERS 


ASIAN DIVER MAGAZINE 
http://www. asiandiver.com 
e-mail: info@asiandiver.com 


BLUE OCEAN DIVERS AND 
OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
http://ally.ios.com/~omtek19 


SEA-D PUBLISHING 
http://www.sea-d.com 
e-mail daved@candw.ky 


For information fax 
(213) 182-2556 


@eeeeaespeeeoeoveceeoneeevecnaesend 


WRESORT/DIVE OPERATORS 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
http://www.empg.com/bahama-divers 
e-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bahamas 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
http://www.dive-baskin.com 
e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
http://www.baymanbayclub.com 
e-mail: reservations@baymanbayclub.com 


BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com//twofin/bua.htm. 
biminua@web2000.net 


BORNEO DIVERS and SEA SPORTS 
(Sabah) Sdn Bhd 
http://www.jaring.my/bdivers 

e-mail: bdivers@po.jaring.my 


BUBBLES GALORE * BARBADOS 
e-mail: Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 


CASA DEL MAR 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/coz202.html 
e-mail: casamar@cozumel.czm.com.mx 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * 
EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 


CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


DISCOVERY DIVE 
http://www.Discoverydive.com 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. * BARBADOS 
http://www .caribnet.net/dive_shop/ 
e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 


DIVE CLEARWATER’S 
CHARTER BOATS 

http://www.charternet.com 
e-mail: diveclw@atlantic.net 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 
e-mail: dvrsunlmtd@aol.com 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.htm! 
e-mail: robinson@maui.net 


EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS * 
COSTA RICA 
http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/hotels/ 
ocotal/ocotal.htm 

e-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 
e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 


FANTASEA DIVING 


http://www.Bermuda-Watersports.com 














W INTERNET LISTINGS 
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FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 


FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
http://www.fisheye.com 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


FLORIDA DOWN UNDER 
http://www.fdu.com/fdu 
e-mail: aldive@aol.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
or e-mail: sub_aqua@ga.pro.ec 


HOTEL FLAMINGO x COZUMEL 
http://www.hotelflamingo.com 
e-mail: dive@hotelflamingo.com 


HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * 
BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail hightide@sunbeach.net 


KONA COAST DIVERS x HAWAII 
http://www.hawaiiscuba.com 
e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net 


LA CEIBA 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/coz201 .html 
e-mail: laceiba@cozumel.czm.com.mx 


LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 
http://www.lahainadivers.com 
e-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 


LITTLE CAYMAN/BRAC 
BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 
e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 


LOMALOMA CRYSTAL DIVERS 
* FIJI 
http://maui.netilus.com/CrystalDivers 
e-mail: crystaldivers@is.com.fj 


MAUI DIVE SHOP * HAWAII 
http://maui.net/~mauidive 
e-mail: mauidive@maui.net 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


OCEAN FRONTIERS * EAST END, 
GRAND CAYMAN 
http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 

e-mail: oceanf@candw.ky 


PALAU DIVING CENTER/ 
CARP ISLAND RESORT 
e-mail: carpcorp@belau.com 


PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 
http://www. visit-palau.com 
e-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


PARROTS LANDING 
http://www.parrotslanding.com 
e-mail: solash@parrotslanding.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com or 
e-mail: info@redsail.com 


RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@BTL.com 


RESORTS ON-LINE 
http://www.resortsonline.com 
e-mail: resorts@resortsonline.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 


e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 
http://www.yachts.vi/ 


SCUBA REFERRALS OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA 
http://home.earthlink.net/~scubarefer/ 
e-mail: scubarefer@earthlink.net 


SCUBA DIVE RESORT 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 


SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, 
TURKS & CAICOS 
http://www.interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk 
Cli@caribsurf.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: scove1045@aol.com 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://deepedge.com/TIDivers 
e-mail: tidivers@netrunner.net 


UNDERWATER BARBADOS 
http://www.ndi.net/~uwb 
e-mail: Myoung@ns.ndl.net 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 
http:/Awww.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE 

* BARBADOS 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 
e-mail: putnam@sunbeach.net 


WHITETIP DIVERS * PHILIPPINES 
http://www.umall.com/whitetip/ 
e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 


XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 


WIOUR OPERATORS 


BAHIA TOURS 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


ANTHONY'’S KEY RESORT/ 
BAHIA TOURS 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 
e-mail: bahia@gate.net 


BARBACHANO TOURS 
http://www.empg.com/barbachano 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.cayman.org/BobSoto’s 
e-mail bobsotos@candw.ky 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN 
TOURS, INC. 

http://www. travelfile.com/get?cturs 
e-mail: caradonna@aol.com 


CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 
AIRLINES & TOURS 
http://www.destmic.com 


DIVE BUDDIES PHILIPPINES 
http://www.sequel.net/~divephil 
e-mail: divephil@mni.sequel.net 


GO DIVING 
http://www.godiving.com 


GREAT DESTINATIONS 
http://www.skindiver.com 
e-mail: scuba@skindiver.com 


INTO THE BLUE 
http://www. intotheblue.com 
e-mail: cvdt@aol.com 


LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 
http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


MAYA TOURS 
http://mayatour.com 
e-mail: info@mayatour.com 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainfrst.com 

e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 


SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 
http://www.DiveTrukLagoon.com 
e-mail: info@DiveTrukLagoon.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
www.DIVETROPICAL.com 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
http://tropical.scubamaster.com 
e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 


WIRAINING/CERTIFICATION 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NITROX AND TECHNICAL 
DIVERS 

hitp://www.iantd.com 

e-mail: iantdhq@ix.netcom.com 


NASDS 
http://www.divesafe.com 
e-mail: nasds@netten.net 


NAUI 
http://www.naui.org 
e-mail: nauimikew@earthlink.com 


PADI 
http://www.padi.com 


SCUBA EMPORIUM 
http://www.scubaemporium.com 
e-mail: scubapal@scubaemporium.com 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
hitp://www.ssiusa.com 
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PRINCESS DIVERS 
PRINCESS BEACH 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


Ro SX Pe 
Top: Off Curacao, the color orange is a 

given, as with these Orange Cup Corals on 
the Superior Producer. Middle: The 
Princess Beach Resort and Casino. Above: 
Princess Divers' boats can each comfortably 
transport 20 divers to Curacao’s best sites. 
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nthe clear waters of Curacao the 

wreck of the Superior Producer is a 
striking sight. More than 250 feet long, 
sitting on an even keel with her super- 
structure intact, the big freighter seems 
to drip with color. From stem to stern, 
her steel skeleton has become an ener- 
getic biosphere of corals, soonges and 
small fish. 

The coral species Tubastrea cocc- 
inea—Orange Cup or Orange Flower 
Coral, as they are sometimes called—is 
visibly abundant here. An explosion of vi- 
brant orange and red interlaced with 
splashes of deep yellow is revealed in the 
flash of a strobe or dive light. Comple- 
menting the scene, bright red bodied 
Blackbar Soldierfish occupy the interior of 
the Producer’s wheelhouse. 

Several years ago, as the Producer was 
preparing to enter Willemstad Harbor with 
a load of cargo, a mishap sent her quickly 
to the bottom at 104 feet. Although this is 
considered a deep dive, there is a wide 
depth profile, with the wheelhouse at 70 
feet and the top of the aft cargo boom (in 
front of the wheelhouse superstructure) at 
40 feet. The EAN 32 (nitrox) we were us- 





ing increased our bottom time to almost 
an hour without going into decompres- 
sion. Now that’s diving! 

Looking the wreck over, | realized it is a 
site such as this that makes Curacao a 
sleeping giant among the Caribbean's 
long list of diving destinations. This alone 
would explain why Peter Hughes, a 
name synony- A 
mous with one 
of the world’s 
largest live- 
aboard fleets, 
would establish 
a shore based 
Operation on 





PA) 


Princess Divers/Princess 
Beach vacations are 
known for: 


¢ Comfort and 
convenience 
* Dramatic drop-offs 


this middle is- — * Striking wrecks 
land in the ABC * Colorful marine life 
group. 


Princess Divers, managed by dive in- 
dustry veterans Bo and Lex Kleine, is an 
intrinsic part of the beautiful and posh 
Princess Beach Resort and Casino. On a 
corner of the resort’s grounds (next to 
the Ambassador Wing), Princess Divers 
features a small, quaint shop atmo- 
sphere. The staff members know your 
name from the moment you sign in. 











Besides being the first and only opera- 
tion on the island to offer enriched airfills 
(both EAN 82 and 36), this is Curacao’s 
only nitrox training and certification facili- 
ty. Princess Divers’ PADI nitrox course 
takes two days, includes a two tank boat 
dive and costs $165. If you are already 
nitrox certified, enriched air is a $6 per fill 
with your boat and shore dive packages. 


DIVING CURACAO 

Curacao’s fringing reef system, span- 
ning its leeward side from the northwest- 
ern tip to the lower southeastern point, 
offers a whopping 65 identified dive sites. 
Although a large number of them are ac- 
cessible from shore, several are not, 
making a boat the most effective and 
convenient means for diving. 

Princess Divers’ trio of dedicated ves- 
sels includes two 41 foot, custom built 
Michael Fitz models—Curacao Princess 
and Curacao Dutchess—and one cus- 
tom 35 foot catamaran named Cat 


PRINCESS BEACH RESORT 
AND CASINO 


The luxurious grounds of the Princess 
Beach Resort and Casino occupy a sprawl- 
ing 1,600 foot tract of beachfront property, 
just beyond the city limits of Willemstad. 
Princess Beach Resort overlooks the begin- 
ning of Curacao’s National Underwater Park 
system. An affiliate to Holiday Inn’s world- 
wide franchise, the Princess Beachisa 
Crowne Plaza Resort, the chain’s highest 
standard of hotel/resorts. 

Accommodations among the resort’s 
seven buildings include 143 deluxe rooms, 

108 superior rooms, 21 time share units, 
eight suites and one penthouse. Creature 
comforts include air-conditioning, large, 

- eomfortable king and queen sized beds, 
phones with direct international dialing, pri- 
vate terrace or balcony with furnishings and 
much more. Time share units feature a com- 
plete kitchenette. While electricity in the 
Ambassador Wing |s 220 volts, the resort 
can provide any necessary adapter on re- 
quest. All other guest wings have 110 volts. 

Guests have just about everything needed 
to make a vacation complete, with two swim- 

_ ming pools, three restaurants, casino, bou- 
tique, gift shop and drugstore, tennis courts, 
exercise room, playground and nursery for 
the youngsters, as well as a beauty salon. 
The resort even provides complimentary 
shuttle service twice daily to and from the city 
of Willemstad. 


Dancer. Besides being able to transport 
20 divers comfortably with a cruising 
speed of up to 25 knots, all boats are 
equipped with marine heads, large dive 
platforms with ladders, camera tables 
and rinse buckets, freshwater showers, 
cold drinking water, juice or tea, as well 
as all the required electronic gear, first aid 
supplies and oxygen. 

Leaving the dock daily around 9:30 for 
its two tank morning trip, Princess Divers 
concentrates a large part of its diving in 
Curacao’s eastern quarter, from the 
wreck of the Superior Producer to the is- 





land’s lower east point. 

Along this stretch are more than 15 ex- 
cellent sites, most of which are drop-offs 
that begin 30 to 37 feet from the surface 
and descend into the dark shadow world 
of the deep. Some of the popular sites in- 
clude Shipwreck Point, Lost Anchor 
and Beacon Point, which start from a 
narrow, shallow reef flat 5 to 20 feet deep 
and drop at an 80 degree angle toa 
depth of several hundred feet. Along their 
near vertical contours are large dense 
growths of soft corals, with scattered 
heads of Brain, Star and Boulder Corals, 
sprays of Purple Tube Sponges and 


rounded mounds of Orange Elephant Ear 
Sponges. Attached to some of the taller 
sponges, divers will sometimes find large 
Black and White Crinoids with arms 
splayed out like fanciful creatures from a 
sci-fi movie. The farther east you go, the 
steeper the drop-offs, becoming nearly 
vertical at a site named East Point Drop- 
off. Between the sponges and Curacao’s 
bountiful Creole Wrasse, the colors or- 

ange and purple appear everywhere. 
Bonaire is well known for its Town Pier 
and Curacao has a site that is just as al- 
luring. Old Pier, as it is called, is actually 
(Continued on Page 154) 


YOUR UNDERWATER PHOTO 
and VIDEO SOURCE! 
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AMPHIBICO INC. 


ewa-marine 
Nikon \ 
SEAcSEA 


Call for our everyday low Helix pricing & 
availability. We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover. 


circle #54 on Reader Service Card 


CAMERA & VIDEO 
310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 
800 /33-HELIX © FAX: 312/421-2804 

http: //www.mastermall.com /helix 
email: helix4uw@aol.com 
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pe yDIVER’S GEAR BAG 


It is the little things that make diving even more fun! 


DIVE ALL DAY 


wt SUPER SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving freedom with an unlimited 
air supply! It’s compact and lightweight. 
You can take it to your favorite dive spots. 





Buy Direct & Save 


OCITIZEN. 


TITANIUM AX PROMASTER 
AQUALAND HYPER 


TELL THE 
WORLD ABOUT 
YOUR PRODUCTS 





a 






We carrya 
HUGE Selection 


e Aqualand Duplex 
¢ Aqualand Chrono 
¢ Navihawk 


















Skin Diver Magazine is distributed in 


WE SHIP AROUND 
THE CORNER OR 
AROUND THE WORLD 


To place an ORDER or 
for a FREE catalog call: 


1-800-788-2221 


Outside the USA: (305) 358-0880 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


oso = 
Authorized Citizen Dealer 
Atlantic Watch Corp. 


109 countries around the world. 
From Iceland to Tasmania, 





active divers read SDM every month. 





To place your ad in the 
Diver’s Gear Bag 
Tel: (213) 782-2760 
Fax: (213) 782-2556 





Call Or Write For Information On All Models 


INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Sulte S / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


(813) 934-4619 










ted 
8 
Rs 
fa) 
nD 
© 


© AD/SD 1997 








{ 
| 
circle #181 on Reader Service Card 





FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 
















WHEN DIVERS LOOK 
FOR ACCESSORIES AND 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
“EXTRAS” THAT MAKE 
DIVING MORE 
ENJOYABLE AND SAFER. 
PLACE YOUR AD IN 
DIVER’S GEAKBAG. 
PHONE: (213) 782-2760 
FAX: (213) 782-2556 






SPONSOR © 









Contagious bacteria, viruses and fungus 
could be lurking inside your mouthpiece! 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 
Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 


to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 
(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 
Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 


The International Service World of 
——— SOUTHERN NIKONOS ice. 
office. 


We’re as close as your pos 
circle #14 on Reader Service Card circle #48 on Reader Service Card 





For safer snorkeling and scuba diving, 
| use the Amoeba ScubaGuard™. 
| Developed by an oral surgeon and diving 
enthusiast, this patented shield fits easily 
over your mouthpiece. 








For more info or 
to order direct, call 
1-800-99-PUDGE 
Pudge Corp.™ 
PO Box 38 
Bedminster, PA 18910 


FAX:215-795-0335 
http://www. pudge.com 
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OVERSEAS DIVERS DIRECTOR 





Rates $498 for 6 consecutive ads, $768 for a full year. Add $81 
for 1st line bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank 
draft or international money in U.S. funds. DEADLINE: 28th of 


Srd month prior to issue date. Send copy and payment to 
Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 or call (213) 782-2245. 





AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES 800-443-0799 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $595 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
avail. E:dive@AdventureExpress.com Fax 414-442-0289 
HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & 
customized itineraries E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


MANTA REEF CAMP - KISIWANILIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 


Experience East Africa’s very best Fax 206-441-5431 
diving from land-based or live-aboard. Complete safaris. 
Discounted airfares 









DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460-1178 Fax 809-460-1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites 
within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 







PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA 800 255-6425 
Aruba has the best Wreck Diving in the Caribbean! 

40’ dive boat. Two & one-tank, night dives, instruction. 

5 tank dive package $125. Hotel pick-up with package. 





AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $1475-$2750. 

Family or small group charters available. Dive with the “Original 
Specialists.” E: abav@AdventureExpress.com fax 415 442-0289 

AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Dive “off the Beaten Path”--Minke Whales/Coral Sea/ 

Far North GBR. 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $1300-2995 


Owner operated. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com/415-442-0799 


#1 PACIFIC STAR. 800-723-4530 
Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef Fax 206-441-5431 
expeditions aboard the beautiful 62 foot catamaran. 

PACIFIC STAR. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 


nts. Large Live-board TAKA II, A/C.“The Friendly Alternative” 


TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 — Ex Cairns, to the GBR. 
Day trips, nitrox & rebreather courses, custom live-aboard 
charters. Fax: 6170315221. tusa@c130.aone.net.au http:// 


www.abcaus.com/mail/tusa/index.htm 1-800-472-7234 ozdive 






BAHAMA DIVERS PH 809-393-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, Wrecks 
& Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. dealer 
Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Island of Bimini, Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People!! 

3 days/2 nights = $371. Includes, Airfare, Hotel, 3 dives/day. 


Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 


BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES. Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 


Great Pkgs! PO Box 693515 Miami FL 33269Fax 305-652-9148 


SEASCAPE INN 242-369-0342 
Mangrove Cay, Andros-Five Cabanas, restaurant 

and dive shop on the beach. Moments from the 

Andros Barrier Reef and the Tongue of the Ocean Wall 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 


Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel 
PM. Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, 
night. All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADV, GRAND BAHAMA _ 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed/reef/wreck/night dives. ONLY NITROX 
facility in Grand Bahama « Pkgs * E-maiL: xanadu@batelnet.bs. 
242-352-3811 fax 242-352-4731 






DIVEBOAT SAFARI PH(246) 427-4350 FX 436-8946 (800)513-5824 
Resort courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referral cert courses. 
Packages avail Special Group Rates upon request. 

Lowest prices/Island Bdos Hilton Needhams PT P.O. Box 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 246-432-0931 PH/FX 
Small Groups, Personalized Service, Fast, comfortable 32 ft 
boat PADI Resort member. “The caring professionals” 
www.gti.net/hightide hightide@sunbeach.net 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 435-8214 
DIVE WEST SIDESCUBACENTRE  TEL/FAX 246-432-2558 
Resort courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 







01262706 FAX 501-26-2648 


AMIGOS DEL 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 


BELIZE DIVE TOURS 800-938-0860 
Specializing in Belize Travel. One Call Does It All! 

Wild Adventures at Civilized Prices. 

Now featuring other destinations. 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE 800-688-0286 800-798-1558 
Full service dive/relaxation/fishing resort on top Barrier Reef. 
Inland Tours or customized package available on request. 
Motto: Eat, sleep, dive 'n you Better Belize It. 

CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT 800-447-2931 Fx 218-847-0334 
21 beachfront, thatch-roofed casitas, freshwater pool, sand- 
floored bar, PADI dive instructor, discount air. 

E-mail: information@captainmorgans.com 

CORAL BEACH 800-723-4530 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. 
Accommodations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize 
City - only $750 weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. 

GAZ COOPER’S DIVE BELIZE 800-938-0860 
Book direct & save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. For update on Specials and customized 
packages please phone 800-938-0860 
JAGUAR REEF LODGE, Belize. The ULTIMATE adventure 
travel experience! Barrier Reef diving and Jungle tours. 

Call 800-247-3483 for complete information. 

Fax 206-441-5431 

KITTY'S PLACE PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, - Placencia, Belize 
Small and casual beach resort. Scuba, snorkeling, fishing 
river and jungle tours. Camp on private French Louie Caye. 
Call: 501-62-3227 Fax: 501-62-3226 — email: kittys@btl.net 
MANTA RESORT—-GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand-warm sea. 

Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www.teleport.com/~belize 
Intro-nitrox certs. Over water cabanas. Top quality food & diving, 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. Belize: 501- 
212121 (e-mail: aw2trav2wbz@aol.com) 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. 

Please call for details. http://www. tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 800-874-0118 
100 world class dive sites on Turneffe Atoll. Cross over/ 
certification. Newly renovated private 10 acre full service 
resort with exquisite Caribbean cuisine. 

VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 







FANTASEA DIVING 1-888-D0-A-DIVE PH 441-236-6339 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PGO1 Centrally located. 

PADI 5 STAR Dive Center. 1 & 2 tank wreck & reef dives. PADI 
certification & referral. Fx 441-236-8926 
NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda’s only two centrally located PADI 5 Star Inst. Development 
Centers. Wreck & reef dives and continuing diver education daily, 
wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. Fax 441 295-1914 
SCUBALOOK CALL (441) 293-7319 = FX (441) 295-2421 
At Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish minutes from 
Marriott’s Castle Harbour, 1&2 tank, reef, wreck, night & 
discover scuba dives. PADI certification, snorkeling. 
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SUNSPORTS DIVECENTER — U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 

able pkgs avail. LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 











BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE 800-526-2370 
Box 200 Bonaire N.A Fax direct Al Catalfumo 01159978846A 
truly unique owner operated small resort/apartments. Excel. 
dive & snorkeling on the property. The reef is our Back Yard 
BON BINI DIVERS/LIGHTHOUSE BEACH RESORT 508-399-7363 
Beachfront 2 bdr 3 bath deluxe townhome, pool, A/C, cable, 
minutes from our PADI 5-star facility, inst, service, boats, 
shore, snorkel program. Complete pkgs (w auto) w/ call. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-599-7-8405 Fx011-599 -7-8605 POB 
216 spacious clean quiet 1,2,3 a/c bdr bung cable TV full 
kthcn. Hot shower, pvt garden BBQ, afford rates, car rental & 
dive pkgs avail. Call Gary for brochure. 610-459-8100 ext 204. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 

Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come and 
enjoy Bonaire's most unique diver friendly resort. 

TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique diving experiences: photos, 
marine creatures, much more. http://touchthesea.com 

Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended. 


H VIRGIN ISLANDS 
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BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.1. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISES 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853 
Luxury sail yacht 2-12 guests, 1st class relaxation for divers 
companions-families. Great cuisine, fine wines all included. 
Many watertoys http://www.yachtpromenade.com 


809/494-2847 






ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS - UNSPOILED CAYMAN BRAC! 
New, deluxe, 2 Bdr villas on secluded white sand beach. Top- 
rated dive shop. 7 night/5 day dive pkgs from $638 pp. Spec- 
tacular wall/shore diving. Fax 541-426-4863. 1-800-972-9795. 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath prvt home $650/wk. 

Snki/dive off your own beach, also cottage $425/wk/ 

Fully furnished. Brac Aquatics dive pkg. avail. 

CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 — $195/day dive, air, car pkg. avail w/Brac Aquatic. 
Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 http://AP-USA.com/getaway 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 

Best diving in the Cayman Islands! Exp. the Cayman of Yesterday! 
All-Inclusive 10 rm. dive lodge. No tourism! No crowds! 17 mi. of 


Budget to deluxe beachfront villas, condos & hotels. Discount 
dive pkgs. Fantastic wall, shore and wreck diving. #1 in Brac 
dive vacations since 1987. Fax 541-426-4863. 
DON FOSTERS DIVE CAYMAN 1-800-83-DIVER 
New Holiday Inn Hq. Great pkg. rates, group discounts, 
watersports, retail & photo center. Call for monthly specials. 
Tel. 972-722-2535 Fx 972-722-6511 

INDIES SUITES &INDIESDIVERS = 800-654-3130/345-945-5025 
Large suites w/full kitchen, dining area, living room. Includes 
cont. bfast. On site full service dive shop. Boats take 12 
persons max trips to both North & West Wall 

DIVE LAESPERANZA CAYMAN BRAC. FX 3459480525 ph. 531 
Ocean side homes & upts w/ full kitchens AVC, TV, W&D. Private white 
sand beach. Free Brochures $70 & $90 pd, pc summer $110 & 155 
pd, pc. Winter we clive w/ Brac Aquatics Free airport pickup & d-off. 
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Lloyds Grand Cayman —7 Mile Beach - Exp world-class diving while 
staying at convenient oceanfront 2 bdr/bath condos. Sleeps 6. 
Ground-floor, A/C, Tennis, Pool, maid service, DIVE BOAT PICKUP. 


Call Glenda Lloyd-Owner, 800/370-0682 or fax to 561-467-2533. 


OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 800-544-6576 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups. Advanced diving & photo. Secluded 


Beach Villas 1-7 bedrooms. http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.1|. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive packages. 


New dive boat/pool/spa. Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 


QUABBIN DIVES ¢ GREAT PRICES ¢ INTIMATE SERVICE 


We're different! Absolutely no crowds. Beginner? Advanced? 
No problem-dive your way-spacious 50’ boat pkgs frm $199 


1-800-238-6712 Fax 1-954-351-9740 quabbin@netrunner.net 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN 800-255-6425 
6 dive boats, 3 dive & watersports centers. 

Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 

Wide variety of hotel & condo. packages. 

BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-BOB SOTO 
40th Anniversary Summer Dive Package. Guaranteed, Inc., 
Air. Optional Meals and Hurricane Protection at Treasure 


Island Only $499! Fax (345) 949-8731. E-mail: botsotos@candw.ky. 
ne ‘ ane AR ‘ 










AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whale sharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, birding, 
active volcanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 800-779-0055 
Since 1976. World class diving PADI Resort/ IANTD-NITROX 
7 day/6 nt/5 dive pkg. From $463 pp/dbl. US fax: 954-351-9740. 
E-mail: diving@sol.racsa.co.cr. | Ph/fax 011-506-670-0012 
EL OCOTAL RESORT 800-723-4530 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Fax 206-441-5431 
Personalized service. Great diving. Experienced divemasters. 
Complete airfare/land/packages. 

EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort Pacific Coast. Prolific 
pelagics, year-round diving. Info El Ocotal Diving P.O. Box 
025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 Fax 506-670-0083 
COSTA RICA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 


Boat-dive Guanacaste area & at her places in Costa Rica. 
Sharks, mantas, sm gps. Also jungle/river tours avail. 

iosports.c 
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il: o@tiosports.com fx 310-379-0876 





1-800-238-2140 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top dive 
sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/ Underwater 


Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 


LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. 
Bapor Kibra 2/n tel. 599-9-618100 fax 539-9-618200. 
Full svc PADI 5% IDC Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater 


park. 38’ 40’ dive boats, dive pkg./grp rates avail. Direct booking 


Princess Divers/Princess Beach800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 

Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes Facility. 
Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 










SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 


Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 


TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks 

West: Rivera Beach R., Barahona—Sharks, Rays 

Overnight Diving Safari and sailing—diving excursions 





800 443-0799 


DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT 
Fiji's best for less-enjoy virgin reefs fr $120 p/p per day. 
E-6 lab/Bure accom/grp rates/up to 4 dives p/d. Great 


Snorkeling! —E: divd@AdventureExpress.com415 442-0799 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-723-4530 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo Straits. 

Complete air/land/dive packages. 

MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 

grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MATANGI ISLAND RESORT 888-MATANGI 
240 acre island resort. Beachfront Bures, gourmet meals, soft 
coral, diving at its best, world class snorkeling and sailing. 
Romantic treehouse for honeymoons www.matangiisland.com 
NUKUBATI ISLAND AND THE GREAT SEA REEF 

Enjoy pristine diving on the worlds largest unexplored reef 
with the pleasures of a private island resort. Member small 
luxury hotels of the world. Fax 011 679-813914 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
16 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility 
instruction member relais chateaux http://www.vatulele. com 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 
Free video available. — ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
ADVENTURE DIVING W/GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA Fx 954-351-9740 
Tourist Class: Land based or live aboard. Best value! Full 
scuba gear for hire. Best divemasters dive with you. NAUI, 
PADI Courses, Referrals, Intro diving 1-888-317-6333 
GALAPAGOS—Y ou and 9 other adventures can charter a 
yacht to dive and explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine | US/CAN 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters aboard 
this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 


LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 





CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families FAX 661/53369 


singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34 






LaSOURCE © Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, facials etc. 
PADI certificate $400-over 25 sites, Bianca C, night dives, 
all-included for certified divers. 
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BILLS SCUBA SHACK 
2349 S Kihei Road Maui HI 96753 1-800-879-DIVE 
PADI— NITROX Center - IANTD 

Rentals — Retail — Boats — Certifications. 


1-800-950-DIVE 








CAPT. NEMO’S SCUBA SHACK-MAUI 


END OF THE WORLD RESORT, Guanaja. Own a piece of heaven! 


800-367-8088 
3 locations: Lahaina, Kihei, Wailea scubask@aol.com 

PADI 5 Star nitrox & rebreather training, photo dept Maui’s 
newest/fastest fleet — Call for FREE BROCHURES 

DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 


Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 


DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, caverns, 
sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAU!, SSI, NASDS, EANX 

training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
Visit on the WEB: http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html or 
robinson@maui.net. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 


ECO-ADVENTURES Kona Hawaii800-949-3483/FX 808-329-7091 


Two spacious vessels. Small groups. Fun 2 tank charters. 
Manta, Blue water & Long Range dives. PADI 5 Star IDC & 


ANDI Nitrox. Air/Room/Car/Dive. ecodive@bigisland.com 


FLIPPERS SCUBA kk www.ecstasea.com 

* Experts at two of the “World Top 12 Shore Dives.” * 

* x Small Groups Only * Always the Best Dives ** 
*&%* 800/578-3992 % 808/638-7946 * Fax 808/637-8667 *%&* 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-800-525-7234 1-808-329-5662/329-2243 
Fun charters manta, night dives, referrals/instruction/tech room/ 
car pkgs. Great dives, best prices/small group charters. E-mail: 
hawdiver@hawaiian-divers.com PADI/SSI/IANTD/NITROX 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER = 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 


75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PADI & & && & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://www.konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSlePADI 5 * IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 ¢ 808/329-8802 Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. One 
stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5, 


SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 


MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at the 
Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 


MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 


P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 isl locations, Dly Boat 

charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

RED SAIL SPORTS HAWAII 800 255-6425 
Explore lava tunnels, caves & tubes 

38’ dive boat. Two & one-tank dives, night dives. 

Instruction from beginner to expert. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.0. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. severns@aloha.net 
Relaxed, personal, informative diving for cert. divers & photo- 
graphers. Guided by Hawaii biologist or naturalist. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 75-5729 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, Hl 96740 


Dly boat chtrs, 6 divers max, 20 yrs. Kona night dives & more! 
Full retail shop rentals repairs classes PADI/NAUI/YMCA more. 


Info@8083299188/Fx 3265652. E-mail: sandive@aloha.net 


SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with 
Oahu’s Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 


2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu HI 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

Daily Boat Dives rentals, sales service, best prices! 
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CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Smail resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 


boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 


Private lots & cabana shares in a luxury dive resort. 

Also full vacation pkgs: Wall, wreck & gorgeous reefs. 

Ph: 305-292-1993 Fx: 305-292-2127 http://www.guanaja.com 
NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-566-6143 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 room/ 
6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat full dive 


shop. PADI instructions, packages start at $611 USD/wk 


OCEANDIVERS ROATAN oceandivers@globalnet.hn 
Beach front resort in westend PADI small groups. Adventure 

diving on super fast ocean explorer. 7 nts $460. Look us up at 
http://www. roatonet.com/sunset-inn 504-451005 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX210-733-7889 800-328-8897 


Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 MAYAN 
RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 


P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 







DIVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO 800-443-0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 

Packages avail w/ air from US fax 415 442-0289 ph 415-442-0799 


NUSANTARA DIVING CENTRE, NORTH SULAWESI, MANADO, 


P.O. Box 1015 Tip. +62-431-863988, 860638. Fax +62-431- 
860368, 854668. custom dive tours and courses on remote dive 
spots. Great wall, wrecks & nite dive. Good lodge and meals 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS. Manado Sulawesi Fax 66 76 340 586 
Live-aboard/Technical Dive specialists of Phuket. Offer great 
diving on M/Y Crescent in Sangihe-Taluad Islands. 
seadiver@loxinfo.co.th ian-diver.com/sea-divers. 









JAMAQUA DIVE CENTR Tel: 809-973-4845/Fax 4875 
5 Star PADI small groups, personalized service w/resort hotels, 
Runaway Bay Montego Bay e-mail: jamaqua@infocman.com 
http://www. infocman.com/jamaqua 

NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 
dives daily with qualified instructors and guides.800 818-2963 










Ho0 INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT8155-827-1868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement of 
Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 

MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 

30 years of safety and quality divings. Dive School with big 
div. les with care, U/W photo tours. 
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ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 
Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./in- 
div. pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
10 day pkg. _ e: divd@AdventureExpress.com 800 443-0799 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-723-4530 
Nobody knows Borneo better. fax 206-441-5431 
Contact our US rep for complete 

air/land/dive packages. 


PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 


Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unltd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 







SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s hottest dive destinations combo packages made easy! 
Pristine diving! Great Jungle adventures in Borneo, incl. The Orangutan 

Sanctuary. Dive Discovery 415/256-8890 Fax 415-258-9115 









ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU” 800 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 8 dbl 
cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 

only $280 p/nt. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’tsettleforless Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 

$250/night. Discounted airfares. 






BAJA EXPEDITIONS- 800-843-6967 
Live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. from La Paz. 
Professional service since 1974. Fax: 619-581-3311 

E-mail: travel@bajaex.com Web: bajaex.com 
BAJA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
5 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations, fast boats, 
sm grps, top equip, contact us for packages. www.tiosports.com 
e-mail go@tiosports.com fax 310-379-0896 
EAST CAPE EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 888-DIVE-BAJA 
Dive in pristine conditions, custom boat, 2 meals a day, 
beautiful accommodations, week long trips #625 CALL NOW 
Adventure Awaits! fax 707-569-8148 www.divebaja.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES Tel/Fax 011-52-114-30117 
PADI 5-Star/NAUI Pro/SSI/Since 1984. Complete 
watersports centers. 2 exclusive beachfront shop. 

Home page: http://www.sierra-computers.com/~cabo 

CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 

Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! Full 
Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 www.cabovillas.com 

SCU-BAJA DIVING CENTER LA PAZ MEXICO 1-888-886-DIVE 
http://www.sunadv.com ph 213-891-9202 fax 213-624-0545 
Looking for faster boats to dive in El] Bajo and sealion’s 
colony? Try our brand new Services! ! 

SEA OF CORTEZ /LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, suite 
& condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & whale 
sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 


HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 
Fast, flexible trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi dive 
discounts. 1-11 BR homes. 800/833-5971 FAX 561/488-9385 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVER http://wwte.com/cozumel.htm 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. Fora (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations callor | Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 
Dive on the Careyitos and stay at new 2 bdrm apts & 3-5 bdrm 
villas w/full kitchen, maid, A/C sleeps 1-10, pool, 

spa, rinse tank. E-mail cdg@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

HOTEL FLAMINGO * COZUMEL 800-806-1601 
Old Mexico charm, Inc., cont. Breakfast, trop. courtyard hotel/ 
dive packages from $225 for 4 nights/3 days dive. Fax: 954- 
351-9740 or www.hotelflamingo.com/fax 954-351-9740 
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COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS1-800-291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC,Res- 
Mgr. Custom Dive services. Group rates US owner. 


COZUMEL LA PERLA BEACH AND DIVE RESORT1-800-852-6404 


A/C dbl room, balcony above the ocean. Fax 011-52-987- 
20819. A5 pool private beach & pier. Ph 011 52-987-20188. 
Terrific snorkeling off of your door, 6 passenger, fast boat. 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & 


jeep rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 


SCUBA-DU 529-872-0322 ext 6845 fax 529-872-4130 
The best in customized service. 5 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. Bilingual divemasters PADI/NAUI Dive Center. 

All levels of scuba inst. Hotel Dive Pkgs. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 





BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: 

Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship Nagato, 

Cen Pac DiveExp = Fax 714-851-3111 or ph: 692-625-3250 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-723-4530 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/and packages. 


KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORTPH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 


Enjoy peace & tranquillity. Dive Kosrae, “Jewel of Micronesia” 
Virgin walls & drop-offs to explore. Custom boat with full 
shade cover. Visit ancient ruins, WWII caves, waterfalls. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 


lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Specl. 5 nt pkgs. 


SPLASH 800-247-3483 Fax: 011-680-488-1741 
http://www.divepalau.com E-mail: splash@belau.com 
Palau’s PADI 5 dive center & Nikonos photo/video center. 
Located at the Palau Pacific Resort 

MICRONESIA, MICRONESIA, MICRONESIA 

from the outer atolls to the state capitals & back home to Truk 
Lagoon’s “Shipwreck City,” only the S.S. Thorfinn gives you all 
thisand more. Fax 691-330-4253. e-mail Seaward@mail.fm 
“OCEAN HUNTER” the only true Liveaboard in Palau 

Only 6 divers aboard, book directly for 7-14 days of unlimited 
diving. P.O. Box 964 Koror, Palau 96940. Tex/Fax: (680) 488-3626 


Fax: (680) 488-1725, E-mail: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com 


TRUK STOPHOTEL $PH691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant, Bar. Private dock. Located on the 
water, less than a mile from the airport, within easy walking 





ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDIRESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish /and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72'MVFEBRINA 800/443-0799 
9, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 


Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 
PH/303 494-8384 or FAX 303-494-1202 
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INANURAN BEACH RESORT Ph/fax 63-912-501-9736 
YOUR PRIVATE ISLAND IN A ROMANTIC PARADISE ...... First Class ac- 
commodations and restaurant. 7 nights full board, 6 days 
Scuba Diving and transfers: US$ 960 p/p all included. 

M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVE BOAT 5-7 DAYS1-800-359-0747 


Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. 

Ph: (632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill. 
Sail ‘ka@moni | net Sta Mesa Manil 

WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 

Dive the best of the Philippines. We do it all. 

Joncor II Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 

whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 


http://umall.com/whitetip/ 







787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 


CARIBE AQUATIC ADV 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902- 
2470. Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 


CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUI PRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 





AQUASPORTREDSEA PH97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5% Diving courses at all levels. 36 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 

3 great locations Eilat, Israel, Taba & Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
M/Y FORTUNE 

Sailing from Hurghada every Saturday one week live-aboard 
Northern Route $1400. Southern Route $1750. 

Call 1-800-809-0305 
INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS DIVE CTR 

Daily dive Sharm & Hurghada from $52.00 2 dives per day Hotels 
avail from $30 p.p.p.o. Live-aboard from $150 p.p.p.d. Int'l flights 
at 30% off published rate. Call Today 1-800-980-8889 

RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILAT ISRAEL Tel. 972-7-6376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-6370655 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON140’SEASURVEYOR 800-443-0799 
Dive the SUDAN/ERITERA/YEMEN Apr-Nov 10-14 day sched 
trips from $2300. Groups chtrs avail. Fax 415-442-0289, 415- 
442-0799. E-mail: adventure@AdventureExpress.com 

#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class sve. Live- 
aboard Angelina II and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62- 







‘ 
CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, 
reef diving. Package rates w/all dive shops incl. 

Full breakfast & box lunch. http://saba-online.com 
DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
713-467-8835 or Fax 713-461-6044 

One stop shop for individual, group/charter diving. Air, rates 
available. to St. Eustatius 
JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
QUEEN’S GARDENS RESORT 800-599-9407 
Grand opening January 1997 small elegant hotel. 

12 fully equipped suites private jacuzzis pool bar rest. 
Breathtaking view exquisite tropical setting 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTERPh:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Http:/Avww.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.html or 800-883- 
SABA. Full service PADI/SSI facility; no crowds on our 38’ 
boats. Combine affordable pkgs w/best variety of dive sites. 





800-883-SABA 
















#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet ofFax 206-441-5431 


800-723-4530 


comfort. Scheduled 7-14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT 800-443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon & enjoy your very own Tropical Paradise. 
Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from $190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji 


or Solomon FE divd@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 


KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 869 465-2670 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Ph/fax 869-465-1 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 
cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 


ANSE CHASTANET/SCUBA PH 758/459-7000 FX 758-459-7700 
A unique hideaway resort w/ SSI/PADI/SCUBA Centre right in the 
heart of St. Lucia’s Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, 
night diving, 49 rooms, 2 rest/bars, 2 beaches. 888GOLUCIA 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & 
ELEGANT. Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate 
from $400. Call for info & reservations. 





OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER 
Simpson Bay Beach - St. Maarten Netherlands Antilles. PADI 
& NAUI certified & referrals, daily boat dives & lessons. 30 
years exper. small groups. Reefs & wrecks. Full retail store. 


PHO11 599-545252 FX 44357 


TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located at Great Bay Marina 






ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


} \ 






www.fantasea.net 
Thailand's top rated live-aboard: MV FANTASEA to Similan Isl. 
PADI Courses & Daydives. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph. +7767 
340088 fax 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 Fax: 415-442-0289 


FANTASEA DIVERS, PHUKET 


LIVE-ABOARD MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER (A/C) FX: 66 76 381 219 


5 Day cruises to Similan/Surin or Southern Thailand PADI, 
NAU Cert Day dive Trips. Internet: pidedivers.com 
PDIC Divers 140 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) PHUKET 83130 














MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, W.1. 809-660- 


4676 World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin 
sites, walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 
all Pan Caribe Tours 800-525-6896 


1C05 


DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL TURKS & CAICOS 
Your complete resource for Turks & Caicos dive destinations. 
Dive charters, accommodations, live-aboards. 








800-786-5785 415-362-3443 http://www.divequideint.com 


DIVE GRAND TURK! PHONE 809-946-1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 


FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 


Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay - N.W. 
Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats Friendly Experienced 
& Informative Staff. E-mail: flamingo@caribsurf.com 


OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 


We spoil you with unbeatable service and unbelievable diving 
on the spectacular walls of the Caribbean. 
PADI inst, photo, night dives, snorkeling, personal attn. 


ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 


Top rated dive operation established 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel pckgs, 
dive training and private charters avail. Ph 809-941-5296 


Fax 941-5296 E-mail: proturti@caribsurf.com 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD toll free 888 767 1433 


Capt Dave’s hospital home afloat Scuba, beachcombing, 
free-diving, windsurfing, fishing. Private cabins 56’ tri. 
Itinerary totally your preference. cobumski@webaccess.net. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 
Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 





DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed. !!! 


DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina809/775-6100 X2144 


P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS = Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 


P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 
PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. 


Diving for beginners thru experts. Villa Rental Dive Packages. 


SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE 11809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship pickup. 
Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 


ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 


APADI5 Star IDC Center. Reef dives, wreck dives, most ten 
minutes from our private dock. Full day trips to RMS Rhone 
special discounts for dive/training packages. 





ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE 800-443-0799 
Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great 
sve/food/diving & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr$895. Grps welcome. Combine w/Fiji 


or Solomons. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 


Where is your 


Overseas Listing’? 
















America's Diving Headquarters 


Best -Prices ereent -Warranty «Service «Guaranteed 


ver une 


SPECIAL 





Visit one of our 6 location: Sw or tie 


Macon,Ga. 912-474-6790 

Doraville, Ga. 770-999-3483 062 & Sea 
Marietta,Ga. 770-419-1976 MX10 & YS40 
Jacksonville, Fl. 904-646-3828 
Gainesville, Fl. 352-332-4141 
Paim Bch, Fl, 561-848-1883 
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3 Wetsuit, Farmer John 
with Step-in Jacket 


Starting at $119.95 


seat Custom Wetsuits 
Finally, you own 
wetsuit to fit you 
like a glove. Our 
custom fee is $85 
and we can taylor 
Re our suit to fit you 
il like a glove. 


Dealer Cal 


iving 


* 


advertised price _ 





BCD, Regulator, Octopus, & Console 


gene at $369.95 





circle #104 on Reader Service Card 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 * MON - WED 9-5:45 
THUR 9-6:45pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


212 645. 1234) 
FAx 212-691-7286 


FAX 
E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


libs a, kid HS ALTE 


Mini Plus 
Octopus 


$ 5 . 
Air Ultra 59° 
Octopus 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with reliable and high performance. 

The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. Polyplast coating which is baked on 
brass at 500 degrees to give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact plastics. 
Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low pressure ports, 360° swivel 30” hose 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 
¢ Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 


PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 


CHAMPION PLUS 


Finally a BC where you don't have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 


exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, 
hard pack, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable shoulder 
straps, hose holder & D rings. 


bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 

drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
Capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 
bands and 6 D 


Dry Suits 


¢Nokia ¢Harvey’s 


At Leisure-Pro, we guar- 
antee that you will pay the 


lowest price in the nation on 

every item we sell. Here's 

how it works. Find any identi- 

cal item priced lower at any 

Authorized Dealer in the 

country that can be verified 

and we will beat that price by 

an additional 5%. Competitor 

must have item in stock, including size, color and 
same year model, at the time of purchase. 


Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 
liquidations. 


¢ Bare eDiamond 
Dry Suits 


fi dding . 
XS-X1. °139°"° DRiat ee XS-XL $189" ey XS-XL $199°° 
All BCs available in colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 
Low Pressure Hose Included 


BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
Decompression Computer 


¢ Patented Color-coded pictograph ¢ Instant Readability 
e Visual Alarm ¢ Automatic Activation 
t © Automatic Back lighting 
¢ Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
e 9 Dive Log History © Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
* Nitrogen Level « No Decompression Time ¢ Depth 
e Decompression Status « Maximum Depth © Bottom Time 
¢ Temperature e Dive Counter « Battery Level Status 


¢ User replaceable Battery Display area 
4.8 sq. in. © Work depth to 220 ft. $ 799° 
DELUXE 


PACKAGE 


¢ Semi Dry Flex Snorkel | 
e Open Heel Fins 


Harvey’s 

Semi Dry Suit 7.0mm .239.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ....159.95 
3mm Jump Suit 164.95 
Henderson 

Polartec 

J. Garcia Lycra Skin ...62.95 
J. Garcia Polartec ...179.95 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


CHAMPION PACKAGE SAILOR PACKAGE 
e Blue Reef Champion ¢ TUSA BCD 

e Beuchat Regulator e U.S. DiverRegulator 

e Sherwood Console * Sherwood Console 

© Large Duffle Bag ¢ Hose Protector 

© Regulator Bag ¢ Regulator Bag 


e Hose Protector s 5 
‘349° x for 2299" 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
¢ B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, MARES 
* Regulator — US Diver, Sherwood, TUSA 
¢ 4 Gauge Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/ Air Ultra 
5000 PSI/Temp/ Compass ¢ Blue-Reef Octopus 
* Save-a-Dive Kit * Marking Pen * Regulator Bag * Diver’s Light 
* Log Book * Oct Holder * Gauge Holder * Hose Protectors * SS Dive Knife 


CAPTAIN PACKAGE ADMIRAL PACKAGE 
¢ BLUE REEF Pyramid BCD « PC Light ¢ TUSA, IMPREX BCD 
* U.S. Diver C22 Regulator * TUSA, IMPREX II Regulator 
* Sherwood Triple Console ‘ c 
* Blue Reef Mini Plus Octopus Double Gauge Console 
* TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 


* Large Duffle Bag * Regualtor Bag 
¢ Large Duffle Bag ¢ Hose Protector 


* Hose "499° $5 29° 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


@CITIZEN. PRO master SEIKO 


SERIES Seiko Kinetic .....269.95 
Aqualand 


$23545 Scuba 
Aqualand Il 
Aqualand Pro 


LIEUTENANT PACKAGE 

e Blue Reef Admiral BCD 

e Sherwood Regulator 

e Double Gauge with 
Temperature 

e Sherwood Octopus 

¢ Hose Protector 


PORE TSR SERRE bb bee | 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


¢ Full Foot Fins 
¢ Low Volume Mask / 
oe / We e 4 Window Mask 

® Silicone Snorkel ; ® Silicone Mask 


cm Gila Glew 


Free Anti-Fog & 6% Discount 
on any 3-Piece Outfit with MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


TUSA U.S. DIVERS DACOR 


Corrective Lenses Available _ MASKS MASKS 
MASKS Scan Tri View Quantum w/Purge 
Look Split Lens ‘ 
TM-30 Pano GEO Hawaii 1 32.95 Hawaii 2 Integra 4 Window 59.95 
TM-10 Visio Hawaii 3 38.95 Hawaii 4 Integra 4 Window QL 49.95 
TM7500Q Splendive II Pulse Bie Integra DL 46.95 Tri Vista 64.95 
TM5700 Liberator Plus Pursuit DL 43.95 Ultrall 32.95 
TM7000Q Imprex Blades 62.95 Blades FP PursuitSL 43.95 
TM3800Q Xpert Compro OH38.95 Pulse Phe : eS 
TM6000Q Liberator X-Ten SNORKELS Turboflex S ab $ 
TM8000Q Imprex Hyperdry eo ae ‘ah 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 


TM4000Q Kleio 
FINS Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 19.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


Liberator Xten 5000 
SEAVISION 


Liberator Xten 5500 
PF-1200 Mask 


} SCUBA ) 

PACKAGE 

e Silicone Flex Snorkel f 
¢ Open Heel Fins 


Create Your 
Own Brand 
Name 
Package - 
Mix & 
Match any 
BC/Reg/ 
Console 
for 
significant 
Savings~ 
Call for 
Details 


56.95 
31.95 
32.95 
40.95 
34.95 


34.95 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


41.95 
41.95 


22.95 49.95 


79.95 


Impulse 2 
Flex Impulse 2 24.95 
Aquarius w/purge 18.95 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel 2000 

Proflo 3 35 
MASKS with Purge 

Equalizer Z2 39.95 24 44.95 

Equalizer Pro Vision 39.95 

Equalizer 1 44.95 

Equalizer View 3 46.95 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


IMPREX SF-9900 
IMPREX SF-7700 
IMPREX-SF-8800 Small 
Reef Tourer Full Foot 


AW 560 G Shock 
DW 6400 G Shock... 74. a 
TS 200 Therm 


CHRONOSPORT 


59.95 
Aqualand 
with 


Cetus -SF-1R or SF-1S Call 


SNORKLES 
SP 500Q Hyperdry 
SP 580Q Hyperdry 
S$P210 Q Call SP410Q 
SP300Q_ = Call SP 400 
BOOTS 
Boots 35002 Call 


SHERWOOD MASKS 
Genesis Split Lens (4000) 39.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 39.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400) 37.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 29.95 


SEA QUEST 


MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 
FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 
Idea 3 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


OCEANIC 
MASKS 
Mini Prismatic Il 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 34.95 4 
Bi-Vu2 46.95 Bi-Vu 4 
SNORKEL FIN 
Response 14.95 V-Drive 64.95 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 


34.95 
39.95 
49.95 


Hot Frames 74.95 
Tri Vent 69.95 XQ Tri Vent 64.95 
Quad Vision 59.95 
New View 44.95 Scenic 42.95 
Focus 44.95 Futura2 36.95 
SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 26.95 Twin Valve 32.95 
FINS 
Veloce H.P. 
Gorilla Sea Wing 97.95 
Classic Sea Wing 64.95 
Jet Fins 62.95 Hyper SW 59.95 
XQ Sea Wing 


52.95 


OCEAN REEF 


Full Face Mask 374.95 
Evolution 39.95 


MARES 

MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 40.95 Lirica 

FINS 

Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Avanti Apnea 
Avanti L FF. 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 


Aqualand Duplex.Call 
D/M Chronograph Call 
100M Prof.............. Call 
200M Prof.............. Call 
200M Titanium ....Call 


Interface 
Unit ...Call 


Sport Chronograph ..Call 
Sea&Sea Marine Dive 
49. 


$23469 Diver's 
Qtz. w/log F 
SWY022 Sport Tech....269.95 
$DS103 Sport 150 
Automatic 
Time Line 300ft W/R 19. 95 


Neptune Auto 
Orion Automatic .104.95 


BOOKS AND VIDEOS 


BOOKS 


Amber Forest 
Atlantic Diver Guides 
° Newfoundland 


© Prince Edward Isl. ..22.95 
Advent. Aquanaut....28.95 
Divers Ref. Dictionary.22.50 
Man in the Sea Vol 1.34.95 
Man in the Sea Vol 1134.95 
Law & Diving Prof. ...38.95 
From Sky to Sea 
The Diana Advent. . 
Graveyard of the 

Atlantic 


10% off with purchase of any 3 items 


Diving above Sea Level 9.95 
Cold Water Diving....19.95 
Fishwatching 
Salvage of the 

Birkenhead 
Palaces Under the Sea 19.95 
Battles of Pensacola ...6.95 
Introduction to 

Technical Diving...52.50 
Bermuda Shipwrecks 10.95 
Buried Treasures 

of the U.S... 13.99 
UW Cave Surveying ..19.99 
Chapmans Emergencies 


Colors of the Deep ...24.95 

Call to Adventure 

Dive Computers 

Diving in High Risk 
Environment 


VIDEOS 


Best of Papua 

New Guinea 
Bahamas Dive Guide 14.95 
Coral Cities Carribiean19.95 


Bonaire Diver's 
Paradise 


Calif. Channel Isles ...19.95 


Travel View: Cazumel..24.95 
Catalina Underwater ..29.95 
Dive Florida 
Dive Scapa Flow 
Dive Bonaire 

Travel View 
Dolphins Whales & US 29.95 
US Virgin Islands 
Dive California Style ...19.95 
Flooding of Dry Suit....24.95 
How to use Dive Tables 29.95 
Dive Egypt 
Northwest Diver 
Red Sea Fishwatcher...19.95 
Scuba Diving in America .24.95 





Spare Air 2.7 
Complete Kit 


QIK $169.95 


Sh. 


aed 


EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 


DIVE COMPUTER 


* Dive planning (pre-dive 
planning mode, including 
repetitive dive plan) 

¢ Three altitude modes 

¢ Surface Interval time, No 
decompression time 
remaining, Ceiling depth 


Mention this Ad at time of Computer purchase 
and Get Free Gauge Protector 
Dacor Omni Dive Computer.199.95 US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call 


Dacor Omni Pro US Divers Matrix Wrist 
Dacor Extreme Access Mares Divemate 


Dacor Quantum Loop Oceanic Prodigy 


Orca Marathon 0 cD p 
¢ Present depth, Fast ascent Orca Phoenix cca a Max Pr0.-.-.3 
Oceanic Data Trans 


warning”SLOW" ® Dive log Orca Phoenix Aud. ...539.95 
* Maximum depth « Elapsed dive time Orca Pilot Audio. ......334.95 Oceanic Data 100 
TUSA SCA 800 Console....Call 


* Dive counter, Thermometer * Low battery warning Orca Pilot Console....314.95 
* Decompression mode: activated upon violalon of Orca Pilot Nitrox TUSA SCA 890 
The Bridge (Nitrox) 


the prescribed no decompression limit : 
¢ Decompression-stop indication at three ceiling fd ler tee il 

levels — descent and ascent indications US Diver Scan 4 UWATEC Aladin Air X 799.95 

Beuchat Dive Computers ...Call 

Dive Rite B’Air 199.95 


¢ Contact: Log, Altitude mode | 
* Contact: Activation (Auto shut off), Dive planning —_—US Diver Scan 5 
* Flying Not Recommended S4EA US Divers Pivot Matrix . .......Call 

information « Wrist Mount 154° 
Fits into your console FULL LINE OF METRIC COMPUTERS 

EXCLUSIVE CONSOLES 

¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon * Double Digital Guage tee 99.95 
* Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) * US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 29.95 
¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule. .... 29.95 e US DIVERS Pivot DP2 119.95 
° Tri Gauge 5000 PSI], MDI, Temp May. ai hhh 109.95 e US DIVERS Pivot DS3... vl 149.95 


¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY ..... : 
U ; t 
¢ Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp ..79.95 : abe d2 eephasegre fim nyo 3) nd 


¢ Double Console Metric & Bar F 
¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1 se dtents 179.95 


¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ .... vo 189.95 


¢ Dacor System Compass 
* TUSA SCAI/760 Console Triple Guage ¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass .. 249.95 
¢ Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist 59.95 


* TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass 
¢ US DIVERS Wrist Compass ons, S295 


¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage 
EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


BEUCHAT SHERWOOD OCEANIC 
¢ VS-3 * VS-4 * VS-8 « VTR-8 ¢ Brut * Oasis {1 * Maximus * Magnum * Omega Il « Alpha IV « Delta Il 
* VX-10 * VX-10 Int. Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 59.95 Oceanic Alpha Octopus 
Combined Regulator & BC Sherwood Min/Octopus #3108 .69.95 Oceanic Slimline Octopus 
Power Inflator System US DIVERS DACOR 
nod ate Celt ae with this system * Arctic * Aquarius « SEA 4° SEA 4 » Extreme » Extreme + * Quantum 
Vv s 
gearto tear ens 19> EAN ¢ Conshelf 22 114/24 » SEA 3 * Enduro * PaceriWAER 
TUSA * SEA 3 Supreme * Micra +* Micra+ | Dacor Enduro Octopus 
* Imprex 2 TR350 * Imprex AD2 Adj « impulse wiSE4 + Impulse wiSE3 Dacor Extreme Octopus 
TR-390 * Imprex TR-400 U.S. Divers Octopus MARES 
Tusa Duo Air / IR-3 U.S.Divers Air Mic ¢ MR12/ MR16 Akros * MR12 Nikos 
Tusa $5350 octpus U.S.D. Micra+Octopus * R2 Nikos » MR12 / MR16 Voltrex- 
Tusa $$400 octpus Ocean Reef octpus DFC ¢ MR22 Abyss | Titanium 


DIVE COMPUTER 


e of Brand Name B.C.s in stock 





eTusa «Sherwood «US Divers Beuchat « Sea Quest «Dacor ¢ Oceanic °Mares 


DIVE LIGHTS BAGS and BELTS 


IKELITE BACK PACKS 
PC Light Large 25x20x11 os 
with 4 C Economy Pack 56 


; Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 
Batteries 22° 


DUFFEL BAGS 
Large 19.95 X-Large .29.95 
UNDERWATER KINETICS Dix with wheels 
UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 159.95 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 21.95 
SL6 29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 10.95 TIL XL 
Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 Back Pack 
Kinglite 54.95 Pro Lite 4-C 32.95 BEUCHAT 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 19.95 Off Shore Backpack 
Pelican Cases with wheels 








WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 


Roll ffle Ba 
6 Pocket or 7 Pocket ety g 


Mesh Bag SB-82 


IKELITE 


Mini C-Lite H 21.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 52.95 
Mini C-Fircnt. 44.95 Super C-Lite HR 114.95 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 
Super C-Lite H 29.95 Sata Lite Coil 49.95 P 139%. 
Sata Lite 42.95 RCD LightHR 114.95 


RCD Light 43.95 PC. Lite 22.95 met i vy Pur pane 
PC-A Light 18.95 MiniC Mark 49.95 Smit Give. 
Nite Rider Lights 


3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 

PRINCETON TEC Royal Polartec® Suits AXPOLARTEC 

Vor TEC Call Aqua Flares * Nylon/Lycra outer layer © Velor fleece lining ® 

Aqua Strobes Call Aqua Flash * 100% Windproof * Machine woah ably 1 3. 95 
TEC 40 Call TEC 400 o 


Available in colors & sizes. niy XS-XL 
TEC 600 Call TEC 800 


Polartec Hood 
KNIVES 


Polartec Socks 
WENOKA SEAQUEST 





Polartec Hooded Vest 
PACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 


Royal Lycra Skins 
COM 
#41601, 41602, 41605 


Available in colors & sizes. 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK Children’s Wetsuit 
Full #41614, 49.95 Mid 41611, 41612.44.95 2mm Shorty 
COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK MINI Z-LOCK 
: Royal Shorty 


2mm, 3mm 


Royal Jumpsuit 2mm (xS-XL) 59.95 
Royal Jumpsuit 3mm (xS-XL) 79.95 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


SEABEAR JBL 
AK-45 21".......129.95 SH he ce 
” x 
piahieder : Loar Magnum Custom 89.95 
AK-103 43”.....164.95 38 Special XHD 159.95 
Travel Spear......29.95 — Travel Mag. Combo224.95 


Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be Nu i lp on check, also include address, phone, and a copy 
of major credit card or drivers license for reference. No return/Retund on Books/Videos. Shipping, handling and insurance 
additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card. For return/exchange within 14 
days, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products may 
not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purpos- 
es only and may not be exact.Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfgr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical errors Prices Valid Thru August 3, 1997 Subject to supplier prices 


Bowie/Blunt 
BC KNIFE #41450 .19.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..59.95 Titanium Blunt ....59.95 
TUSA 


FK10 Mini Knife 
ANIC 

























BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


only 34%. 
only 39%". 
only 54%. 





Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
800-888-4939 Customer Relations (212) 741-0466 Mon.—Thurs. 9-7pm Sun, 11-2pm EST 
o (212) 741-0052 Fax #212-46 


















ORDERS & INF 3-7223 
AQUATICA SONY = WS calif 
Distributed by Nikon Inc. MARINE VIDEO PACKS } 
MPK-TRV-1 Housing Call NEW REEFMASTER Auto 
SPK-TRV-1 Sports Call —_ Underwater Dive Camera 


SPK-TRS Sports Pak 149.95 _ - Fully automatic 35mm camera * 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light Call :3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light Call ° Hard molded pre ag et with 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, —, . ©25 9!P" rubber armoring 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. ab peo ee orem seage 
Please Call For Prices eae Pc . 


SEACSEA on 


Free Close-Up Lens 








$150 REBATE on Aquatica 90 
Call for detils (exp. 12/31/97) 


; with purchase of MX-10 Motorized } 
Rouatics A90 Call Call for details Advance“ 
for Nikon F4 Call MX-10 wiFlash, 
Sport 150’ Depth 
Housing Call Motor Marine 199.95 


Video MX-10 Body 
Housing Call 329.95 
Aqua Lens 589.95 


Special Closeout Offer 
Aquatica F4 with 
EO Connector 1329.95 


NIKONOS-V 


$50 Rebate Offer plus a Free 
Extension Tube set wiPurchase 
of Nikonos-V (Call for Expiration) 
Nikonos V USA 569.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 

Adorama Warranty 659.95 
Nikonos V USA w/35/2.5 734.95 


« 


ikelite 





AQUA SHOT Il 
Now includes a roll of film 
ers ald & Non Flash 
isposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 56” 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot Il Kit includes: 
Aquashot Il, Macro Kit, 


ye , Case and =9095 
MOTOR MARINE II/EX | SubstrobeAQS #29 
















15/2.8UW 1399. 28/3.5UW 339. ‘ 7 
with TTL Flash capability, DX 
ry 649. 35/2.5UW act Coding, 1/125 sync, CAMERA HOUSINGS 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 Power winder 529.95 f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 f/Nikon N70 549.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm NX-90 f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
(Above Water) 84.95 UW Housing f/Canon EOS A2/A2E = 549.95 
DF-11 269.95 DF-12 164.95 VIDEO HOUSINGS 
SB 105 Complete 629.95 INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
SB 105 Flash Head 464.95 TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 
ro ee br rey. Hye fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 
(SU101) Sensor Unit #/5B102 29.95 Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
$C-100 DBL Cord forV& RS 164.95 Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 UW STROBES 
Dbl Bracket Set £/SB105/3/2 274.95 Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
Ext Arm Set /SB105/3/2 129.95 Substrobe 50 (TTL) 224.00 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 184.95 100A TTL 339.50 
reser aL 4 Sg Maat New UW Video Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 449.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 Housings Substrobe 200 i 619.95 
ACCS. for NIKONOS Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 519.95 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 VX-55 SUBST ORS 200 WE 3) Paes 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 for babes AB irs 1 See 
UW SLAVE apy 4085 Wace At 9.95 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 CCD- Quick Grip | 94.95 
SEA & SEANIKONOS ACCS = 909 ~ Quick Grip I 149.95 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) with Finder alied Macro Mount 64.95 
for 12mm Fisheye 1081.95 CLOSE-OUT Macro Arm 169.95 
15/3.5 806.95 20/3.5 wiCs 537.95 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens —-319.95 SPECIALS NEW SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 
High eyepoint Viewfinder 238.95 Ikelite Consists of choice of 
Optical Viewfinder 104.95 Substrobe-S Pkg. #39387 64.95 UW Strobe, New Tray & 
New YS-30 TTL 329.95 Substrobe-S #4038 39.95 Handle Rapid Advance, 


YS120 TTL 642.95 ¥5300 TTL 839.95 “ (NiCad & Charger 
bgt lao tanceta temas a 75 eWa-mMm w/200 & 400 Kits) 
Canon UW Housings a AriNe New Quick Grip, 
MASTER SERIES 


CE-O5 Housing f/A2/A2E 1099.95 Nikonos TTL Sync 
CE-RX Rebel-X/G Housing 849.95 Cord & Pelican 


CE-RX Kit g99.95 VAupto2i0mmiens 159.95 Case 
Yes Be Leases a He as rf Da gp hs #3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 524.95 
PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED _—;U-FGM Side Flas 54. #3946.58 #400 Kit 929.95 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 54,95 $3226:39 2A00 Kit Euro Chrg 820.88 
Approved by NIKON UF-P Housing sect hag 6x779.95 — 43946.63 #200 Kit Euro Chrg, 869.95 

Moisture Muncher 4.95  #3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, Bracket 
Basic UW Photography with a 

Nikonos V opiates Hurricane Hood 67.95 _& Srobe Arm Il 399.95 


Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite 
Housings: consists of choice of Substrobe, 
Quick Grip Arm, TL Cord, & Pelican Case 


Complete, step by step instruction from 


assembly and testing of the system to UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 


VST f/Sony TRS 199.95 


achieving great results underwater right #396846 Ai Kit 564.95 
away. #VIBUP 24.95 VZL f/Sony CCD-301 149.95 #396862 200 Kit w/charger 824.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle VCR f/Canon E700 69.95 #396857 300 Kit w/charger 699.95 
Photography with Nikonos VP f/Panasonic PV40 19.95 #396858 400 Kit w/charger 879.95 


#VIAUPW = 29.95 Video Cape Small 99.95 
Advanced UW Macro is DIVING LIGHTS 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 ‘fother models Call for Price... | ite straight Cord 42.95 
~ Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 49.95 
UR PRO TIFFEN Mini C Mark 49.95 R.CD. 43.95 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS UW FILTERS UR cree abd ye 
| ie 1 ite Li . odau up' é 
IN STOCK | UW 0'-2’ & 2’-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 Other Ikelite Accs Call 
SEA KING PELICAN metry 
SLIDE FILM 
made by UNDERWATER KINETICS Waterproof, Unbreakable Beare oe KR with *) with 
WATERTIGHT CASES #500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 im proc. proc. 
ad peabes ee nney sto.) with, «SC KM_—s (25) 4.29 7.68 5.95 10.24 
Dimensions Version Dividers Dimensions Version Dividers KR (64) 4.29 7.68 si en 
613 13x9x6" 59.95 — #1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 31.95 = FAN (50) = = 499 2 
‘ EBIl (100) ---  -- 3.78 8.07 
518 18x13x5" 79.95 #1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 40.50 - EDN (200) 4.59 7.98 5.40 9.69 
5 (200) ; 
718 18x13x7" 84,95 — #1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 61.50 - KL (200) 5.09 8.46 7.05 11.34 
821 21x13x8" 104.95 144.95 #1450 -(15.x10.5x6") 79.50 94.95 EL (400) 5.39 8.76 6.19 10.48 
822 21x18x8" 149.95 — #1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")97.50 108.95 FUJICHROME 
827 189.95 264.95 #1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 96.95 124.95 wio Proc. wiProc. 
B #1526 Combo Case 134.95 Sensia 10036 3.39 6.48 
Seal-Tight #1527 Conv. TravelBag «65.95 Sensia 20036 4.59 7.68 
Waterproof Cases #1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 114.50 139.95 Sensia 40036 5.39 8.48 
Large (18x12x7.5") 59.95 #1600 -(22x17x8") 137.50163.50 Velvia 5.49 8.58 


X-Large (19x15x9") 69.95 #1650 -(28x18x10.5")159.50 149.95 Provia 10036 5.49 8.58 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 

We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama’s own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 
tration purposes only and may not be exact. Prices effective till August 3, 1997 


circle: #444 on Reader Service Card 








MM CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 
(800) 262-4160 
Ph: (516) 264-4160 


Fax: (516) 264-1007 
http://www.bDerger-bros.com 


iP 
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? 
s enaennaia atentemeteenerseeeteee en nant temementeetet al 


Sea & Sea MotorMarine 


Ikelite 
Substrobe 200 _||EX with YS50 strobe 


Sea Lif a 
Reefmaster Kit Sea&Sea NX90 and 
Strobe Now Available Nikon N90S in stock 


For all SONY or Canon 


Gates Housing 
camcorders 


Sea 


Nikonos V with YS 40 Strobe 


All 
Ikelite Dive 
aciliian, 
Available 


Amphibico VH1000 
for SONY DCRVX 1000 


Full Line of Sony Camcorders 
In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 
Rental, Repairs & Trade-ins 


Video 
Packages 
Starting 
at $750 


Video 
Housings 
Starting 
at $300 


Housings Available 


for SONY DCR-PC7 
and JVC GR-DV 1U 


© AD/SD 1997 
circle #11 on Reader Service Card 
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FANTASY ISLAND 
RESORT 
(Continued from Page 134) 


immediate and accessible shore diving, 
luxurious accommodations on a private 
island, and, with a dock and boats on 
both coasts, easy access to Roatan’s 
best diving. 

Being able to dive both sides of Roatan 
is a big asset. This is not one of those is- 
lands with an obvious diving coast. One 
side faces southeast, which is almost al- 
ways direct or diagonal to the tradewinds. 
Roatan’s southside is almost always 
choppy but seldom rough. The other side 
faces the northwest, which is usually 
calm, except during a north’er, an infre- 
quent storm that can make conditions on 
the northern coast very nasty. 

The reefs on both sides are good but 

ms different. 
Experienced 
local divers 
constantly ar- 
gue about 
which side is 
best. The 
southside has 
a close hug- 
ging fringing 
reef interrupted 
occasionally by 
a bay or alagoon. The reef is generally 
very close to shore and the drop-off often 
begins in only 25 feet of water. Really 
classic dive sites on the south coast, 
close to Fantasy Island, abound. There is 
the wreck of the Prince Albert, an intact 
island freighter in 60 feet of water, and 
one-half mile of excellent drop-off right in 
front of the resort that can be easily 
reached on ashore dive. Other sites 
nearby include Forty Foot Point, a 
sheer drop-off where schools of 
Bermuda Chubs and other fishes con- 
gregate and the Valley of the Kings, 
where reef crevices are decorated with 
bouquets of sponges. 

In contrast, Roatan’s north coast offers 
a barrier reef formation—formidable ram- 
parts, usually one-quarter mile or so from 
shore interrupted only occasionally by nar- 
row cuts. A really classic and very different 
kind of dive site can be found here. An ex- 
ample, again close to Fantasy Island’s 
dock, is Wall Street, a mini wall that is ab- 
solutely vertical and 100 yards long. 

The ideal situation, weather and reef 
wise, is to be able to dive both coasts. 
But, it’s a considerable distance around 
long, narrow Roatan. Fantasy Island has 
the answer: Just east of the resort is an 
access road that leads from the resort to 
a northside dock, where one or more of 
its boats are kept permanently . 

Hank Hynds, an instructor and 
Roatan local with 20 years of dive expe- 
rience, heads Fantasy Island’s dive op- 





eration. Hank and his team of seasoned 
skippers and divemasters offer morning 
and afternoon boat diving with guaran- 
teed access during the week to both 
sides of Roatan, weather permitting. 
Southside trios, normally one tank out- 
ings, run at 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 2:30 pm; 
northside excursions are usually two tank 
dives. The full service dive center, along 
with a fleet of 42 to 44 foot custom dive 
boats, is on the west end of the resort 
property, a short walk from the hillside 
and beachside guestwings. 

Shore diving is facilitated by a charming 
and practical dive gazebo, which extends 
into the sea from the east end of the prop- 
erty. No need to lug tanks back and forth 
from the dive center; just ask and they will 
bring tanks to the gazebo at a requested 
time and pick up the empties after the 
dive. It’s a short swim from the gazebo to 
the shipwreck and the wall. 

Fantasy Island’s position as a resort is 
also unique on Roatan. This is the only lux- 
ury resort on the island that is dedicated to 
diving. What this simply means is that if 
ambiance, good food, a private beach, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, complete 
watersports and a fully air-conditioned re- 
sort with in-room TV and phones, are im- 
portant to you, then you really have only 
one choice for a dive resort in the Bay 
Islands of Honduras. 

The resort’s physical presence is most 
impressive. The entire “village” (with the 
exception of the north dock facility) is on a 
15 acre private island connected by a 
bridge to Roatan. Built in 1989, with reno- 
vations and additions ever since, the re- 
sort is nestled in palms, pines, fruit and 
flower trees. Nearly one-quarter mile of 
white sand beach forms a crescent facing 
the sea. A large, double winged modern 
building with a traditional touch houses 
the huge reception lobby and business 
offices and, on the upper level, there is a 
restaurant, lounge and spacious confer- 
ence room. Serving snacks and meals 


Fantasy Island’s guestrooms are beautifully 
furnished, with air-conditioning, satellite TV, 
direct dial phones and a refrigerator. 


throughout the day is another alfresco 
restaurant and bar seaside, underneath a 
thatched roofed palapa. Beachfront gue- 
strooms are on two floors of both wings. 
Two additional guestroom wings are 
closer to the dive shop and marina and, 
as aresult, are often requested by divers. 
There are 82 rooms total; all similar in 








CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 
BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL THE NAME BRANDS 





NAME BRAND CONSOLES 


PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $129 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 
ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE ? 69 
GAUGE, COMPUTER AND COMPASS 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 


DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 





PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 
mes 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“ A” 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
power, soft band Say a exhaust, L.P. hose; 

amous make BALANCED REGULATOR; 
OCTOPUS with long hose; DOUBLE 
CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save 
hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL'S 
SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $499 


Closing out all rental equipment- Suits $50/Tanks $50 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 
ey 





WATCHES ESS 

CITIZEN HYPER AQUALAND : CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND DUPLEX (a CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND PROMASTER ‘nea CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND II Sh CALL 
QUARTZ 100 METERS ~~ $ 20 
CITIZEN TITANIUM & CALL 
CITIZEN SOLAR-TECH ane CALL 


MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
mus 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“ 3” 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with sealed first stage and 
adjustable second stage; DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR 
with power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE with pressure, max 
depth, compass, OCTOPUS with long hose. Save hundreds of 
dollars by. buying this famous brand package for 
CENTRAL'S LOW, LOW PRICE OF $699 





TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 


STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 


DELUXE KAM PACK $55 

IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $99.99 
-* THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 


pay jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 
materials with Adjustable Straps 


& 











CLEAR STRAP.FIN $ 35 
PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 
FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 15 









WHY BUY A PACKAGE DEAL FROM CENTRAL? 
BECAUSE ONLY CENTRAL GIVES YOU EVERY ITEM 
MADE BY A FAMOUS MANUFACTURER. THIS MEANS 
YOU HAVE A TRIPLE GUARANTEE. YOUR LOCAL DIVE 
SHOP, CENTRAL, OR THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS 
MANUFACTURER, AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 45 YEARS 


WE ARE FACTORY 
AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS FOR 
SEAQUEST, 
MARES, SHERWOOD, 
DACOR, “SPARE AIR,” 
AND DOZENS 
OF OTHER 
MANUFACTURERS!! 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS 59 
SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 
SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 
MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH C02 $229 
BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 
FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL 
B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 


B.C.’S AND STAB, JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ZEAGLE, ETC 






BAGS & BACKPACKS 

MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 
LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 
LARGE DELUXE GEAR BAG $49 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $89 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $89 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 
UNDERWATER LIGHTS 

4 CELL FLASH $32 
4 CELL LANTERN $49 
8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE $69 
4 CELL BACKUP $19 
6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS $10 
KNIVES 

5" — BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 29 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE : 39 
3” MICRO BLADE 17 


mes 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“C” 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced 
piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


A A i TE 
SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 






NEOPRENE POCKET BELT (List $45) $30 
7MM PLUSH HOOD (List $50) $35 
DIVE ALERT (List $50) $44 
PADDED REGULATOR BAG (List $35) $20 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER (List $1995) CALL 
METAL DETECTORS (List$1145) CALL 
SHARKSKIN SUITS (List$199) $79 





Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 
WE KNOW EVERY DIVING ITEM MADE. WE SELL ONLY 


BRAND NAMES AT BIG DISCOUNTS TO SAVE YOU MONEY. 
WE SERVICE EVERYTHING WE SELL. 


















718-739-5772 


REGULATORS ~~ 

SUPER DELUXE MINI (List$480) CALL 
ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE —§ (List$419) $279 
DIAPHRAGM DELUXE (List$358) $249 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON (List$300) $179 
FAMOUS MAKE DIAPHRAGM (List$320) $169 
FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List$230) $149 
OCTOPUS (SAFE SECOND) (List$130) $79 





REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, 
SEAQUEST, MARES—ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Tacos have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & Buoyancy Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME 
3% of CEN 


RANDS made in the U.S.A. 
ENTRAL’S recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE call us before you spend 
your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
pice and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
y divers for divers, and it’s FREE. 


(718) 739-5772 


mus 1997 DELUXE DACOR PACKAGE ms 
IN STORE ONLY 

Lightweight and durable high performance balanced 

REGULATOR; Compact high flow mini OCTOPUS; Backlit 

full deco COMPUTER console with pressure and com- 

pass; Plush easy-to-pack BCD with all the extras. 

Retail priced at $1300, CENTRAL SPECIAL $899! 


FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 


1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $159 
1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH $189 
LYCRA SKINS CALL 
1/8 ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT $ 99 
1/8 FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY CALL 
POLARTEC SUITS CALL 
NEOPRENE DRY SUITS $575 





OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
POSEIDON, HARVEY, O’NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE. 


SPARE AIR DELUXE KIT 

2.7 CUBIC FOOT TANK COMPLETE WITH 
MOUNTING HARNESS AND TANK FILLER ATTACHMENT 
CALL FOR OUR SPECIAL PRICE 














DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 

JUNIOR 31” RUBBER (List $91) $ 69 
STANDARD 42” RUBBER (List $106) $ 79 
DELUXE 53” RUBBER (List $166) $135 
DELUXE PNEUMATIC 39” (List$300) CALL 
STANDARD PNEUMATIC 34” (LIST$285) CALL 
JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 22” (LIST$275) CALL 


gums 1997 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE == 
IN STORE ONLY 
Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 
we SOS ee 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS |! 
NOBODY DELIVERS FASTER THAN CENTRAL! ! 
PHONE: (718) 739-5772 ! 
FAX: (718) 739-3679 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com ! 
All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are 
I 
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shipped same day! If you prefer to send a money 
order, your order will be shipped same day. 
Personal checks take time to clear. Sorry no 
C.O.D. orders. 
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FANTASY ISLAND 
RESORT 


decoration, beautifully furnished, with air- 
conditioning, satellite TV, direct dial 
phones and a refrigerator. 

In addition to a complete dive opera- 
tion (rentals, instruction, wet storage, 
rinse tanks, etc.) the beach and marina 
offer ocean kayaks, canoes, sailboats, 
powerboats, wetbikes and waverunners. 
Island tours and mainland tours, includ- 
ing whitewater rafting and a visit to the 
ancient Maya city of Copan can be easily 
arranged by the resort’s in-house travel 
service. Auto rentals are also available in 
the lobby. Getting to Roatan is easy: 
TACA flies modern 767 and 737 Boeing 
aircraft to San Pedro Sula and Roatan 
from several convenient U.S. gateways. 





After landing at Roatan’s beautiful new 
International Airport, you will be met by a 
host who will assist you with customs 
and immigration, then Fantasy Island’s 


BERRY SCUBA H 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE STORES 
PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF US DIVERS, TUSA, 
SHERWOOD, US TECH, DACOR BEUCHAT, BAYSIDE, 
GENESIS, MARES, SEA & SEA, IKELITE, VIKING, DIVERITE, 

PLUS OVER 70 ADDITIONAL MANUFACTURERS. 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES ONLY. MinuTES FRom AIRPORTS! 


Have You Visited the 
Berry Scuba Outlet? 
call for FREE flyer at 
800-232-6220 
or Fax us at 404-766-8280 
Save on New, Used and End 
of Model Year Closeouts. 
Stop in for some really 
outstanding deals 









Berry Chicago 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(773) 763-1626 
(773) 775-1815 FAX 


Berry Palatine 
1294 E. Dundee Rd. 
Palatine, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 
(847) 991-8018 FAX 


Berry Lombard 
36 Yorktown Center 
Lombard, IL 60148 

(630) 495-2822 
(630) 495-2858 FAX 
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3443 DOGWOOD AVE. 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 





E-Mail us for any catalog flyer, or offer 
Tals ta) iow-(e Rem ol-)aa\-1e10) oy-1C4 Ul ale mere)anke) s 


Visit our web site at: 
lad OMAN AW ANA Ol=19a\c-1e10] oy- exe) an 





private bus will transport you to the resort 
only 15 minutes away. 

For more information, contact Fantasy 
Island Travel Services at (800) 6 ROATAN 
(676-2826) or (813) 353-9414, fax (813) 
353-0154. The direct line at the resort is 
(011) 504-45-5222. You can also visit the 
Web site at http://www.empg.com/ 
fantasy-island. = 


PRINCESS DIVERS/ 
PRINCESS BEACH 
(Continued from Page 143) 


two large piers spaced some 600 feet 
apart. The first is a 200 foot wide struc- 
ture extending about 150 feet out toa 
short, sloping bottom with a depth of 40 
feet. The smaller, 130 foot wide struc- 
ture, extends to 30 feet. Underwater, 
both piers’ large, round concrete and 
steel columns resemble densely clus- 
tered tree trunks in an old growth pine 
forest. Here, the short, stubby branches 
and bark are brightly colored sponges 
and Orange Cup Corals. These columns 
are amacro photographer’s dream, 
hosting myriad Christmas Tree and 
Feather Duster Worms, small crus- 
taceans and fish. At the top of the slope, 


in the coral rubble (at 15 feet), is a large 
colony of Cherubfish (Centropyge arg), 
rarely found in depths less than 60 feet. 
Near the Old Pier are two tugboat 
wrecks resting in the 15 foot shallows 
above the reef’s drop-off. A popular spot 
for Princess Divers’ snorkel trios (Tuesday 


PRINCESS DIVERS’ SERVICES 


¢ A large selection of current model rental 
equipment (Sea Quest and Sherwood) 

e A fill station with a large cache of aluminum 
80s 

e Guest gear storage facility 

¢ Retail center 

e Photo center 

e Classrooms for conducting courses 

e Three dive boats 


e Nitrox 





and Thursday morning and afternoon), 
the tugs sit upright, with their steel deck- 
ing and pilothouse framing covered with 
dense colonies of Orange Cup Corals. 
When sea conditions are more favor- 


——_ee---------4 


FREE CATALOG! | 


| CALL 1-800-621-6019 or Fax your | 
request to 1-773-775-1815 


ai tm ns a ec a ia 


ANNUAL TENT SALE 


Prices so low they will 
knock your socks off!! 


AUGUST 8, 9, 10 
at the PALATINE location. Don’t miss one 
of our biggest sales of the year. 

11 Full Scuba Packages - from $289.85! 
10 Mask, Fins, Snorkel Packs - from $39.95! 
Dive Computers - from $129.95 
Polartec Jumpsuits - from $129.95 


at: Bayside COMFO SHORTY - $79.95 


circle #4 on Reader Service Card 


1/4” Wetsuits - from $99.95 
Tusa TR350 Regulator - $124.95 
Regulators - from $99.95 
Tusa BCJ2500 BCD - $129.95 
Spair Air Packages - $189.95 
THOUSANDS OF ITEMS ON SALE! HURRY! 


CALL 1-800-621-6019 
THIS AD GOOD THRU AUGUST 1997 





able, particularly during hurricane sea- 











son, Princess Divers will run day trips to SC; 1-800-290-5622 We Ship“ Best Deals On 
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Nikonos and Sea & Sea 








NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: Repairs, Sales & Accessories 
From time to time, we permit reputable: Underwater Photo-Tech ’ 
times daily from Miami, flight time to companies to send announcements of their 16 Manning St. #104, Derry, NH 03038 
Curacao is approximately three to three and products or services to our subscribers in E-mail uwpt@ix.netcom.com 
a half hours, owing to one or two short stops the mail. Requests for this privilege are 603-432-1997 603-432-4702 fax 
in between. examined with great care, to be sure they: 


will be of interest to our readers. If you 


prefer eee Sa Re such ts Ings, and want 9 Sa circle #110 on Reader Service Card <a 


For more information on diving pack- your name in our files only for mailing the sisi ieninioid 
ages with Princess Beach Resort and s,s es tar rsa ki dive " 
Casino and Princess Divers, contact Please address your request to: SMG yer 
Peter Hughes Diving at 1390 Dixie SUBSCRIBERS: 
Highway, Suite TOY, Corl Gables, FL | Oe oe ae wala: : Please direct all address changes, questions and 
33146; (800) 9-DANCER or (305) 669- 6420 Wilshire Bivd, inquiries regarding your subscription to : 
9391: fax (805) 669-9475, = | Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 1-800-800-3487 


Outside U.S. : 1-303-678-0354 
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Camcorders 


Custom Housing for Sony 
D 7 


Allows you to leave your flip 


in stock! 


Custom Housing for JVC 
: Digital camera the worlds 


screen open for great viewing! : smallest video camera 


Coerccccseesecsocescesassen eooreereesoeseccce 
. 


Amphibico VH 1000 for :The lightest housing available 
SONY DCRVX1000 : fits over 10 Sony models 


Fax orders to 718-628-7441 


WE SHI 


Sea&Sea MX 1 
with 


YS40A Strobe 


P WORLDWIDE 


0. 


. ES 
4 


SITs 

C3; id 

iv 

— xs } +3 
———-— SS | 8 


3 sein 
Lens wit 
Purchase! 


=) 


i 
i 
i 
i 
{ 
i 
ott 
} 
>) 
} 
é 
\ 
5 a 


} . 


Added BONUS Package 


Call 


Armato’s for Details! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! 
Armatos Worldwide Rental Program 


The Affordable video EWA Marine -the affordable 


housing! 


underwater housing 


Ikelite Video Housing —_ Amphibico Dive Buddy for Sony 
forall Sony Camcorders: or Canon Camcorders 


Ph: (718) 628. 6800 | 
closed Sat & Sun a 
http://www.armatos.com FS eT 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
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WeEstT SIDE ScuBA CENTRE: West Side 
Scuba Centre now offers Dive Safaris 
for those adventuresome divers who 
want to explore the East Coast of 
Barbados. According to manager Peter 
Grannum, the more remote diving here 
is well worth the trip. Clear water, big 
fish and miles of virgin reefs await divers 
who want to “go where no diver has 
gone before.” This is the windward side 





of the island, so sea conditions dictate 
the availability of Dive Safaris, but there 
are plenty of excellent reefs on the lee- 
ward side in case the wind is up. West 
Side Scuba Centre is centrally located 
on beautiful Sunset Crest Beach, con- 
venient to dozens of the best dive sites 
from Maycocks Reef in the north to 
Castle Bank in the south. Teeming with 
fish, these reefs feature large, healthy 
hard corals, lush soft corals and numer- 
ous colorful sponges. West Side Scuba 
Centre’s new dive boat puts all of the 
dive sites within reach of a short, com- 
fortable ride. 





West Side Scuba Centre also dives 
the famous Barbados wrecks, including 
the spectacular Stavronikita. This 365 
foot Greek freighter was sunk in 1978 
and lies upright and intact in 130 feet of 
water with her huge masts reaching to 
within 20 feet of the surface. Other 
wrecks such the Pamir, Lord Comber- 
mere, Berwyn and C-Trek provide excit- 
ing diving for both beginner and expert. 

For more information contact West 
Side Scuba Centre at (246) 432-2558 
(phone fax). = 















Nikonos RS AF SLR... CALL 
13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye................ CALL 
28/2:8'R-UWIAR..2. oo sete cate CALL 


50/278 ReU Wht ast .ccseaceterts, cere CALL 
20-35/2.8 R-UW AF................0.0000 CALL 
SB-104 UW TTL Speedlite.............. CALL 


Double Bracket..................cc000 219.9 

Mounting Bracket Set SK-104.....199.95 

Extension AFM.........cccccccesesseees 189.9 
*Nikonos V Body..................:000++ 569.95 


SPECIAL! Purchase a Nikonos V Body 
and receive from Nikon a FREE 
Extension Tube Set. Thru 7-31-97 
*Nikonos V with 35/2.5............... 734.95 


Orig Nikonos Casé..............c60 49.95 
16/2.8......1399.95 20/2.8........ 649.95 


88-105 Outfits... estat 629.95 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case...189.95 
Case For Close Up.............:cccee 74.95 
DF-10 Optical Finder ee eh ou Mee 84 


95 
DF=1te eA: 269.95 DF-12........ At 95 
Z2OMNTFINGSt ss. ee 9.95 


35-80mm Finder..............0 + 95 
Double TTL Sync Cord................ 159.95 
Double Bracket #10214............... 159.95 


Double Bracket Set #10201......... 289.95 
Extention Arm Set #10203........... Lf 
Sync Cord #10208 ..........0... 9.95 


SEA KING 


w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) 79.95 _— 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) 59.95 — 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) 79.95 — 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2) 84.95 139.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) 109.95 139.95 
SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) *159.95 — 
SK 827 *199.95 — 
Available in black, grey, yellow 
*Black Only, Other Colors Call 


DOSKOCIL 


WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 17%x 12 x 7%.......... 59.95 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18%x 14% x 8%...69.95 
Available in Gray or Black 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


212-444-6649 


119 WEST 17TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 


NIKONOS 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
IKELITE 


Optical Viewfinder #5002............ 119.95 
Ext. Tube Set #4090.08 ................ 99.95 
SEA & SEA 


12/3.5 Super Wide Fisheye ....... 1081.95 
Viewfinder for 12/3.5 Lens.......... 358.95 
16mm Conversion Lens £/35/2.5 319.95 
NB/ StS) tx 806.95 20/3.5.......537.95 
Optical Finder for 20/3.5 Lens ....104.95 
High Eyepoint Finder f/15,16,20 .249.95 
Ext Tube 35mm 1:1.45.95 35 1:2.45.95 
SOMMyl i Oars. se ees 45.95 28 1:2 45.95 
YS-50 TTL Flash w/Arm & Tray ..427.95 
YS-120 Flash with Cord.............. 642.95 
YS-300 Flash w/Nicad & Charger .861.95 
SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 
Cathy Church Instructuctional ......29.95 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V19.95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses19.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup 19.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 


Pioneer of the Sea ........0.0.00.c. 24.95 
Dragons of the Galapagos ............ 19.95 
SEAcSEA 
MX-10 Camera... eee 329.95 
YS-40 Flash for MX-10............... 205.95 
MX-10 w/YS-40 Flash Kit........... 499.95 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 ..........0000.. 214.95 
Macro Lens for MX-10............... 129.95 
MotorMarine Il EX Camera......... 529.95 


YS-50 TTL Flash Kit... 427.95 
Motor Marine II-EX w/YS-50 Kit.799.95 
16mm Conversion Lens MM 11...274.95 
20mm Conversion Lens MM 1I...291.95 
High Optical Finder f/16, 20 Lens249.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/ftoam Dividers 


1200 (9%x7%x4%) 35.50 - 
1300 (9%4x7%4x6%) 40.50 _ 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 64.50 = 
1450 (15x10%x6) 83.50 104.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 98.50 116.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 108.50 138.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 121.50 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 143.50 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 169.50 “ly 50 
1750 (50%x13%4x5) 184.50 
NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 

Bag Silver, Black) .................000 CALL 





"THE PROFESSIONAL'S SOURCE" 


oR FAX (24 Hours)? 


800-947-9979 800-947-7008 


212-242-1400 


BNEW! 
Epoque ET-100 PLUS 


Waterproof 35mm Sport Camera 
¢ Suitable on Jand or underwater 
¢ Up to 150 ft. underwater om | 95° 


CKilyz 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
Operational to 60 ft. depth....... $ 






Reefmaster 


Operational to 164 ft. ........ $1 99.00 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


CAMERA HOUSING 
For Most SLR’s AF..............005 549.95 
Aquashotill 2 S244 ewe oes 64.95 
Aquashot II w/Macro Kit 
and Substrobe..................0. 239.95 
FLASHES 
Substrobe 505 w/Slave............... 189.95 
4043 Substrobe 50........... 





4046 Substrobe 100A ; 
NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 ........ 619.95 
NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400......... 729.95 
STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 
3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.......... 364.95 
3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.......... 415.00 


SWNGi isl UNDERWATER ee 





Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru AUG. 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1997 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 


ikelite Gt) 


MasterCard 


On the Web: http://www.bhphotovideo.com 


























® e 
ewo-marine 
UA Housing.....159.95 
UA-X Housing .169.95 
UA-XP Housing199.95 - 
U-FZL Camera 
w/Long Zoom..130.95.. aa 
U-MM Compact 
Auto Focus Camera...................+ 59.95 
U-AMZ Compact AF Zoom Camera .64.95 
Hurricane Hood...................00c- 64.00 
U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam ......... 199.95 
U-VST For Sony TRS, 6, 7........... 199.95 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon 
ES-2000, Panasonic EZ-1........... 199.95 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX-1000 Digital 399.95 
VCX for Canonn L-2.............0 199.95 
Price includes camera adapter rings 


We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 







COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist............ 29.95 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist........ 42.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) ......639.95 
For Sony FX Series (Specify).......639.95 
For Sony VX-1000..........0... 1049.00 
FOr SOny ViXzol. tae neces: 1049.95 
For JVC AX Series (Specify)........ 639.95 


DIVE LIGHTS 
RCD Halogen...........c cesses 43.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)24.95 
Modular Super Light (nicad)....... 149.95 
Modular Video Lite (nicad).......... 199.00 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad).....214.95 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites ........ 36.95 


SXOMM cases 94.95 


IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT MAIL ORDER SALES OF SEAQUEST AND U.S. DIVERS PRODUCTS: 


Retailers that offer to sell and ship SeaQuest and U.S. Divers life support products by mail, 
in response to mail, telephone or Internet orders, are NOT AUTHORIZED SEAQUEST OR 
U.S. DIVERS DEALERS. If you purchase SeaQuest or U.S. Divers life support products by 
mail, telephone order or electronically, you are purchasing from a non-authorized dealer, 
and your products will not be covered by SeaQuest and U.S. Divers warranties. Neither 
SeaQuest nor U.S. Divers has authorized any exceptions to their “in-store only” sales policies. 

When you buy SeaQuest or U.S. Divers life support products from your authorized dealer, 
you are buying from trained professionals who can instruct you on the proper and sate use of 
your equipment. You will also receive the SeaQuest or U.S. Divers factory warranty, plus a 
guarantee of customer satistaction. 

If you have any questions as to whether a retailer is authorized, please call SeaQuest at 


(760) 438-1101, or U.S. Divers at (714) 540-8010. 


OU.S.DIVERS 


AQUA-LUNHG 


sealfuest 
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NED ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


Excess Caution Leads to Diver’s 
First Underwater Emergency 


or the experienced diver, a novice 
dive buddy can provide an instant re- 
fresher course in underwater safety. 

My friend Jenny had recently been cer- 
tified and was making her fifth open water 
dive when we stepped off a pier into the 
calm, clear waters of Bonaire. | had 
brought Jenny to this island because it 
offers some of the easiest and most 
beautiful diving in the Caribbean. It 
seemed the perfect place to put a novice 
diver at ease. 

The dive began smoothly. We de- 
scended to 60 feet and began cruising 
the reef. We were surrounded by feeding 
schools of Creole Wrasse and dogged by 
the ever-present, ever-hungry Yellowtail 
Snappers. Then, in one frightening mo- 
ment, Jenny’s worst fears were realized. 
As | looked on from just a few feet away, 
she stopped, took a quick look at her 
gauge console, turned to me and began 
frantically making the throat slashing ges- 
ture she had practiced so often in the 
poo! during her certification class. 

Rushing to her side, | offered her my 
octopus. After waiting a few moments for 
her to calm down, | checked her air pres- 
sure gauge and was surprised to see it 
read 2,500 psi. | reached for her regulator 
and drew a breath. Not only was it diffi- 
cult to draw but, with each breath, the in- 
dicator dropped from 2,500 down to ze- 
ro, then back again. 

Back on shore | examined her tank and 
found the valve had only been turned on 
halfway. When | turned it on full, the regu- 
lator functioned normally. Jenny realized 
she had turned the knob all the way and 
then half a crank back. But, because of 
her anxiety about diving, she often dou- 
ble, triple and even quadruple-checked 
her equipment. While making one of 
these checks she forgot she had already 
turned her air on. She ended up turning it 
all the way off and half a crank on. 


BY MITCH COLEMAN 


At sea level there was enough air get- 
ting past the valve to fool her (and her 
pressure indicator) into thinking her tank 
valve was open. But, at 60 feet, the regu- 
lator couldn’t provide enough air to meet 
her demands. Fortunately, she stayed 
calm and responded to her training. 

Later we both laughed at how her ex- 
cess caution had actually caused her first 
dive emergency. But, the emergencies 
weren't over. 





After three days of diving we were en- 
joying an oceanfront dinner with our dive 
group when Jenny suddenly began to 
feel strange. She experienced numbness 
in her right arm and side. She felt dizzy 
and disoriented. Her first thought was 
that she had somehow gotten bent and 
was just beginning to feel the effects. 
This caused her some degree of anxiety 
that added to her symptoms. 

| called the divemaster over and he 
suggested we move Jenny back to her 
room and put her on oxygen. He thought 


it unlikely she was bent but he thought the 
oxygen might help to calm her while we 
discussed other possibilities. 

After breathing oxygen for about an 
hour, her symptoms hadn’t abated but 
she did feel calmer now believing she 
wasn’t experiencing the bends. The dry 
air made her thirsty and it was then we 
discovered the problem—she was sim- 
ply dehydrated. 

She had forgotten that diving depletes 
the body of moisture and that a diver 
should drink lots of liquids, even if he or 
she isn’t thirsty. After consuming large 
quantities of water and getting a good 
night’s sleep, Jenny greeted the new day 
ready for diving. Now it was my turn to be 
nervous. What would happen next? 

In the years since these early diving ad- 
ventures, Jenny and | have gotten mar- 
ried. We've also completed training for our 
advanced open water certifications and 
logged more than 100 dives together. 
These two mini-emergencies helped ce- 
ment our bond, both as life partners and 
dive partners. Fortunately we’ve had no 
problems since but the lessons we both 
learned have stayed with us on every dive. 

Before entering the water, have your 
buddy check your air. (| should have 
done this in Bonaire. | never fail to do it 
now.) Once underwater, never stray too 
far from your buddy. Even 20 feet can 
seem like a mile when you’re out of air 
and fighting panic. 

On shore, drink plenty of liquids, even 
when you aren’t thirsty. And remember, 
alcohol acts as a diuretic and can cause 
you to pass more liquids than you are tak- 
ing in. If you're drinking alcohol be sure to 
Supplement it with plenty of water. 

These are simple lessons and ones we 
all learned in our first two weeks of dive 
class. But, thanks to the education | got 
from my novice partner, they are lessons 
| will never forget. = 
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Introducing the new U.S. Divers’ Impulse 
2 snorkel...a sleeker, more streamlined, more 
sophisticated version of the best selling 
snorkel in the world! | 

Andnow. for a limited time. youcan take 
advantage of our introductory offer for the 
remarkable new Impulse 2. Simply show an 
old Impulse to a participating U.S. Divers 
dealer. and get a discount on the new 
Daunte 2. Standard or flex, 

TERR that’s all there is to it. Save on 
anew impulse 2 2 with patented one-way 
annular valye. Comfo-bite’” mouthpiece and 
self-draining purge valve. and keep your old 

i Impulse snorkel in reserve. 

F (PS, If you don’t have an old Impulse. 
bring in this'ad., You'll get the same discount 
on the new Impulse 2!) 

But you must hurry. This offer is for a 
limited time only. 3 So grab your old Impulse 
(or tear out this ad), and take it to a 
joycuuarens orclanercare corel (oma Cole ream 


6 U.S S.DIYERS” 


aque LUNG 


997A.S Bikers Con n nps iny. Inc 
TCO sist by the US. Divers” warranty 
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For the technical diver, freedom of move- 
ment and control are essential, as is 
equipment adaptable to all kinds of de- 
manding conditions. 

The weight-integrated back-mount design 
of Mares new syncro fech B/C vest 
combines a light, highly durable struc- 
ture with the most advanced features. 
Ee Innovative shoulder straps: Multi-layer 
polyurethane padding and 1200 D nylon provide unmatched tensile 
strength and comfort. Designed to prevent entangling and 
equipped with highly resistant quick-adjust and quick-release buck- 
les. Four 30 mm [1 3/4] D-rings are positioned on the shoulder 
adjustment pull strap and four 50 mm (1 3/4’) D-rings are fas- 
tened at the bottom of the vest. 


Single bladder type: Ingenious design prevents air masses from 
becoming unbalanced so air circulates freely while guaranteeing 
perfect buoyancy. Standard lift capacity bladder - 27 kg/59.4 Ibs - 
can easily be replaced with a smaller 20 
kg/44 lbs bladder. Made of tear resistant 
B40 D nylon laminated with multi-layer 
polyurethane. " § 


Integrated weight system: 
Two large horizontal belts, 
with a double Velcro safety 
strap, are located in the 
waistband. Each can con- 
tain up to 7.25 kg/16 lbs for a total ballast of 
14.5 kg/3e Ibs. 


Flexibility for precise fit: 530 mm (1 3/4°) wide 
padded waistband features the ACS system 
(Adjustable Cummerbund System) which can 

be adjusted for all body sizes. The 40mm {4 

1/2") chest lanyard, adjustable from both 
sides, is equipped with a quick-release buckle in 
acetal resin. 





Free circulation of air 


Versatile Pockets: Two front pockets, one with . 
a zip closure and one expandable pocket with a Mares 
Velcro safety strap. Two deep rollable pockets 
which can be bundled when not in use are on the 
sides. Large enough for your mask. 


Ergo inflator: Equipped with the distinguished 
Mares LP inflator, the Ergo features corrugated 
hose and four exhaust valves which enable * 
fast, self-active adjustment during ascent: 


The Mares Syncro Tech weights 4-kg/8. 81 Ibs 
and its buoyancy is negative when fisflated. Styled in black 
with reflective accents and stainless steel-D-rings, Syncro 

Tech is an uncompromised choice: : : 


These products are CE certified in com- 
pliance with the new European regula- 


tons. 


JUST ADD WATER 


MARES AMERICA CORP. 
1 SELLECK ST. “NORWALK, CT 06855 
PH 203-855-0631 - FAX 1-203-866-9573 


http://www. htmsport.com 


http://www. mares. it rae epininatsy 


